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Cities urge
an improved
road design

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf writer

Farmington and Farmington Hills
officials are keeplng thelr flogers
crossed that Oaklnnd County road com-

will oo on wid-

A SIMILAR sltuation has occurred
with plans for lmproving and widenlng
12 Mile Road, Costick said. Although 12
Mite is a county road, Farmington Hills
will have to pay the county’s share of
the improvernents in order to make the

ho added.

enlng undl:urov g Orchard Lake
Ros:}i‘;rum I- 690 to Grand River,

The road commission ‘genmlly lists
proposed rond improvements on a

and

Hills city councils recently approved
improvement plans designed by the
Qakland County Road Commisslo

+ The councils’ resolutions also encour
age the county road commission “to
glve Orchard Lake Road a very high
priority in its reconstruction,” eald
Farmington City Manager Robert
Deadman.

‘The design plans represent a reduced
set of mprovements expected
less costly than the five-lane wldcn!ng
prn]cct discussed by both counclls in
recent years, said Farmington Hllls
Clty Manager Willlam Costlck.

"“We're trying to downatze it 80 it can
be put on a realisiic footing," Costick
sald. “This would make it easter 80 our
chances are better.”

IN A LETTER to the city councll,
Costick sald ﬂm the revised plans
“weill. result

-y prlorlty 1ist, Costick said. At
thls palnt, the Orchard Lake project ts
not on that Ux t.

Hills not
a big tax
trimmer

By Joanne Mallszewskl
statf writer

In some Qakland County communi-
tes, offering tax bmh to nlmuhlc

uced |
costs perhaps by 50 percent, and might
enable us ¢o proceed with the improve-
ments much, much sooner than might
otherwise be the case.”

Although officials in both cllies have
wanted the county road Improved for
some time, the project has never
ranked as a priority with the road com-
mission, Deadman sald. And even with
the cltles’ approval of the county’s
plans for the road, improvements more
thay likely are yeara away.

“We do Intend to submit portions of
this plan for Federal Ald Urban Sys-
tems Funding, however, such funding
will apparently not be available until
1988," satd Oakland County Road Com-
mission Chairman John Gnau Jr. in &
letter to the Hills council.

The Orchard Lake Road pruposed
project would be forced to com;

facto!wonomlclue. AT re

Despite the popular and sometimes
contmveulnl method of inducing In-
dustrial gro Farmington Hills has
avolded jolnlux the trend.

With two booming commercial corri-
dors — Northwestern Highway and 12
Mile Road — and several relatively
new industrial parks, the city prefers
relylng on Ita own qualities to auract
new industry and businesa,

“Moat communities are using the tax
abatements as an lnducement to at-
tract npew Industries,” Farmington

Costick

because they don't | Iuvu new growth or
It (growth) 13 d

‘That's not the case ln Farmington
Hills, where the low property-tax rate

and location near a myriad of freeway
formances on the show, but went home with a ges are  conals major
stareo system and an air date, They're shown
above practicing at the Arthur Murray Dance
Studio n Lathrup Viltage. For their story and
more plctures, soo Page 3A.

Ballroom dancing (sn't dead. Just ask ball-
room dancers Ralph Dumo of Farmington
Hills and Anlta Fraley of Troy, who'll be por-
torming on an upcoming episode of the tele-
vislon program, “Dance Fever.” Tho palr lost
all chances of winning $1,000 and repeat per-

Big moment
Jurist |s a US Court of Appeals nominee

pete
with other projects throughout the mmgm‘mm
- county, Goau added. ‘“We're blessed with the newness,”
Even I the county recelves federal Costick sald. “Growth is just naturally

money for the pmposed Orchard Lake
project, Costlck sald, there's a good  Farmington Hills Economic Devel-
Please turn to Page 2

chance the citles would have to help
pay for the kmp
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