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Air- Harrison routs Farmington

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

F 'a first mistake happ
Friday, the day prior to its showdown
football game with rival Farmington
Harrison.

A Falcon football player announced
over the school's public address system
that he and the rest of the squad would
be after the head of Harrison's all-state
recelver Brian Smolinski.

The remark got back to Harrison.

*“Yeah, I heard that,” Smelinski sald.
“But I dldn't think they'd be able to do
it. It fired me up a little — a lot.”

Smollnsk! stuck his head out there
Saturday for all the Falcons to sce, but
none could get close enough to lay
clalm to it.

In the Hawks' 42-7 pasting of the
Falcons, Smollnski caught elght passes
(one shy of the Hawk record) for 128

yards,

“Pass delense, It's just killed us the
last two weeks,” sald Farmingion
coach Don Kulck. “Smollnsk! was just
outstandlng. We knew be would be,
He's never played a bad game that I've
scen. And Lbelr quarterback, Mike
Mack, be did a nice job for them.”

MACK COMPLETED 13 of 20 passes
for 175 yards. He threw touchdown
passes of 10 and 14 yards to tight end
Rod Sarcevich and he ran for a pair of
touchdowns — runs ol six and scven
yards,

But as {mpressive as the Harrison
victory was, there was little celebrat-
Ing among the Hawks afterward.

Mark Mecklenborg, Harrleon’s
tateoted senior balf back, defensive
back and kicker, will be lost for the
season with a knee lojury, The injury
was sustaloed after Mecklenborg
kicked his fourth extra polnt of the day
in the third quarter. With his leg still
ralsed, a Falcon player collided with
him. The knee, according to Harrison's
medlcal staff, was torn both Inatde and
outaide.

“This was a great win for us, but it's
tough when you lose somcone like
that,” Harrison coach Jokn Herrington
said, “He was a senlor, he played be-
hind John Miller for two years and was
finally getting his chance. It's tough.”

THE BAWKS took advantage of
some )F‘glcou mistakes early on, then

their Intra-clty rivals.

Harrison, alded by a Farmington
pass Interference penalty, drove 78
yards in 10 plays on its flrst possession,
scoring on Mack's slx-yard scamper.

on No. 2, Lhe Hawks
drove 77 yards In 14 plays, scoring on
John Leone's one-yard dive, The big
play was a leaping catch by Smolinski
at the one-yard line.

Farmington's lone scoring drive was
keyed by Eric Green's 35-yard run, a
13‘yard pass from Joe Bob Wenson to
Chrls Boyce. Jim Latrd scored the TD
on a slx-yard run,
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Mark Mocklenborg, Harrison’s senlor haliback, defensive back and kickor, is likely 1o bo lost for the season after sustaining a knee
Injury in the Hawke 42-7 win Saturday.

Green gained 85 yards rushing and
caught a pass for 29 yards. He account-
ed for 78 of Farmington's 85 yards to-
tal offense In the second half. On the
day, Farmington gained 217 total
yards, 133 on the ground.

*Our defense wasn't that great, but It
waso't that bad either,” Herrington
sajd. “I thought (tackle) Don Swinney

Mercy falls in final

minute of

By Chris McCoeky
stal writer

Franthea Price held the ball at the
top of the key as the {inal minute
ticked away in Saturday night’s cham-
plonship game of the Mercy Hoops
Classic.

Suddenly sbe dribbled twice between
her legy, drove to the basket and dished
off sweetly to teammate Jesslca
McCrary, who scored what proved to
ibe the winning basket.

It was pear poetry — defending
Class B state champion River Rouge
42, host Farmington Hills Mercy 41.

It was a typical performance for
Price: 18 points and Most Valuable
Player honors.

And It was a somewhat typleal Mer-
cy rmance — intelligent game
plan, rugged defense and a fourth-quar-
ter press t left Mercy one basket shy
of victory.

“I CAN'T be anything but encour-
aged with this game” mald Mercy
coach Baker. *"To lose by a polnt

der the best

After a 10-10 first quarter, turnovers
and missed shots helped put the Mar-
Lins in a hole, 20-17 at the balf and 33-
15 after three guarters.

Mercy played the first three quarters
In a zona defense to try and minimize
Prico’s offensive skills.

‘Classic’

played a good game.”

Hawk defenders picked off two Wen-
son passes, one each by Jim Haelner
and Sean Norton.

Harrison's second offensive unlt
looked as impressive as its first. Quart-
erback Mark Murray completed three
of three passes for 46 yards, includlng a
19-yard TD strike to Gary Schwedt.

basketball

The game plan almoet worked. M

er-
cy was able to stay close while keeping B
quar-

rung their vaunt-

zrme people fresh for the fourth

the work, Mercy erased a seven-polnt
g:ledt and eventually pulled abead 37-

Rouge's Marketta Hightower (1

mlnu)nuc?ndtwmzuwpntw

oo top.
After a Michelle 1t hok

Fryatt hoop, Price
set up McKeever with 1:35 left to make

It 42-39 Rouge.

two clutch §

Missy Duczynak! made a
free throws with 1S seconds left to poll

within one.

Mercy got the ball back with eight
scconds left, but the final shot mizsed
ts mark.

“THAT LAST shot was tc M
of the entire night for us,” said,
“No, it was not the shot but
that was the scapegoat on &

t wo made excemsive turn-
overs (25) and shot poorly.”

Ducrynski aod Terrl Nalodka led
Mercy (3-1) with 1¢ points each. Terrl
Ford pulled down 14 rebounds.

uring the fifth annual M:
Saturday. .

HARRISON 42, FARMINGTON 7
Flest quarter

Hamson — Mike Mack, B-yard ruo. (Mark
Mockienborg kick) .
Harrison — Jobn Leane, 1+yard run. (Mecklen-
borg hick}.
Second quarter

Farmington — Jim Lakd, Gyard cun. (Bnce

Kegttkick). -
Harriaon — Rob Sarcovich, 10-yard pass trom
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Yvette Maison (No. 41) played a cool hand for Farmington Hilts
Hoops Clsssic day and

s
seven of ber 10
Heatber mﬁmup.

Mixe Mack {Gootf Witte ran in 2-poiat convorsion) .
Third quarter

Homron — Miko Mack, 7-yasd run. (Mockioo:

Dorg kick) .
‘Harrion — Rod Barowich, 1d-yard pass from
Mack. {Mockieaborg kick).
Fourth quaster

Hanison — Gaty Schwedt, 18-yard pess trom
Mark Muray, {Kick tabed) .

football
No joke:
Western
upsets
Raiders

Walled Lake Western 20, North
Farmington 0 — 1t’s not a misprint.
One of the area's vaunted football
programs took it squarely on the chin
{from & team conaldered to be a weak
sister in the Western Lakes this sea-
son Friday night.

*No, I'm not shocked at 2ll,” said|
North coach Jim O'Leary. "I've seen
thls coming for weeks, We've told
these kids over and over that talent!
does not win football games,

“We have not had one good prac-
tice in five weeks. I keep harplng
that you can't play good foatball on
Friday or Saturday if you don't play|
good in practice. They think they can
just turn it on and off whenever they
feel like it.”

WESTERN, A team that tost badly
in its season opener against Novi,
turned it on Friday.

Mike Hall, a sophomore tatlback,
scored three touchdowns and galned

pleted a 39-yard pass on a halfback!
option and caught a pass for 15
yards,

Hall's TD were on runs of onc, 18
and 35 yards.

Ralder mistakes put Western in
scoring positlon. Western drov- -
the North two In its flrst pos. _oslon,
but the Ralder, defense grounded the
drive at that polnt, But a Raider {fum-
ble gave the Warriora the ball right
back and they scored.

Tt was that way all night as North's
offense sputtered, The Ralders
plcked up two first downs rushing
and four pasalng on the night. North
gained 110 yards total offense.

*] told the kids after that this was
a beckuva way to learn a lesson, but
it was coming,” O'Leary sald. “It's a|
pon-league loss, so really it doesn’t
mean anything, We can still win the
league and division. But I told them,
don't come back Monday if you're not

ready to plag.”
: — Chris McCosky

4th quarter charge

nets North

North Farmington's flrst entry lnto
Western Lakes girls basketball compe-
tition was successful Thursday night as
:h:!l:.nldut defeated Livonia Stevenson

The game was deadlocked at 30 after

ods, Twre oceurred

three o things
which gave North the upper band.

No. 1, Stevenson's Kelly Kowalski
fouled out in the flnal seconds of the

quarter.
was the Spartans’ floor leader.

No, 2, North deployed a ferocions full
court press that Stevenson pever man-
aged to adjust to.

The result: a 19-4 edge for North in

the quarter,

*The big thing for us was Kelly Ko-
walskl coming off the floor,” Ralder
coach Greg Grodzicki sald. “They just

aren't the same team withoat her. And
our press mada all the difference In the

world. We got five baskets off the tran-

sition with the press and some free
thraws.”

Mo Paradls provided the offenaive
the final quarter, pumplng In
it

cause.
North 18 2-0 on the season, Stevenson
falls to 1-2.

JOHN GLENN 51, FARMINGTON

37: Westland John Glenn won the flrst
quarter 15-1 and thus the game Thiurs-
day night. :

¥ {0-3) played the Rockets
of the final threo

oven over the course

[}

a victory

quarters (36-36), which to Falcon coach
Diana Schwartx was & victory in itself.

“This team has improved so much,”
the first-year coach said. *I don't feel
bad about this loss at all.”

Btacy Swanderski had the hot hand
for Farmingtoa pumplng in 13 polnts,

on long-range jump shots.

"It's a good thing there wam't a
three-point shot rule,” s2id Glean coach
George Sommerman. “The way sho
wu-mouna. we'd have beén in trou-

Mary Eay Orrico came off the bench
b e P e

Jeany Okon lod all scorers with 14
polots for Glean (3-0). - i

Farmington Barriscn (03)_got. @-
strong game mc_n Jennifer Hoghes,
The Eawks wero defeatod Tueadsy
by Jokn Glenn, §6-14. -




