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Susan Sarandon Is a former reporter, now a suburban
h ife, who b d in an antl

whon her dentist Is murdered.

#~ % the movies
é: - ? .

Dan
Greenberg

Ethnic emphasis
is a big drawback
in routine mystery

As a murder mystery, “Compromising Positions™ is rather
pedestrian even though It does have some slick moments com-
mentlng on contemporary suburban manners and mores. But the
film falls by oquating decadent suburban conduct with ethnic
shortcominga.

Judith Singer (Susan Sarandon) s a discontented Long Island
housewife who needs “fulfiliment” and wants to resume her career
as an tnvestigative reporter.

Conveniently, her dentlst, Dr. Bruce Flecksteln {Joe Manlegna),
is murdered under mysterlous circumstances. He had lved llfe to
Its suburban fullest as an all-around aleazeball who, as Judith dis-
covers, had regular Tuesday and Thursday trysts with his patlents,
the very best ladies In the neighborhood. Boy, are there & lot of
suspects.

Dr. Bruce took pictures during his illlclt sexual Jaisons and was
1lnked to a Matla pornography ring.

Judith's inquirles get ber house trashed by someone (we never
learn whom) who doesn't like nosey ladies. She also incurs the
wrath of her busband, Bob (Edward Herrmann), a hardworking
atlorney who naively belicves a modern woman is going to appre-
clate the role of wife and mother. He doesn't think she should meas
in other peaple’s business, which leads Lo some falrly effective
discusslon about the role of contemporary, educated, suburban
women,

JUDITH ALSO GETS entangled with Homlcide Lt. David Suarez
(Raul Julin of “Kiss of the Splder Woman"), whose anger at her
Interference In police matters soon turns to love. He should have
stayed home and kissed the Spider Woman. But that sort of essen-
ttally slmple-minded, plot licatlon is typical of
the film,

A good mystery weaves many threads into one tapetry but
*Compromising Positions” leaves many strands dangting. The but-
ter dldn't do it but the resolutlon is so trite that one almost wishes
he bad. Then, at least, we'd have an explanation of all the red
herrings.

“Compromising Poaltions” does make some entertalning atate-
ments about hi-jlnks on Long Island, as the very stralght Judith
discovers that her friends and nelghbors all have a motive for Dr.
Bruce's demise,

The one exception, and the best role ln the fllm, s Judith's
raspy-volced, free-loving, artiat friend, Nancy Miller (Judith Ivey).
She may be where It's at these daya but that doesn't speak well for
the moral Life.

As for the stereotypical component, it scems (o me that when
someone tells an ethnlc joke It's usually OK, if 1t's his own race. In
this case, however, I'm willlog to make an exception. Certalnly,
lsancs, who adapted her novel for the screen, has an unpleasant
view of her own people. That's her problem, but it becomes all our
problems when the medla projects adverse slereotypes for thelr
own sake.

THERE 1S ABSOLUTELY no reason that Dr. Fleckstein has to
be Jewish, or any other ethnlc derivation for that matter, ‘What-
ever limited humor or soclal commentary the flim has to make is
a function of human folbles, not of a apecific group.

One peeds to deal kindly and bumorbualy with soclal character-
latics in satire In order to win an audience’s attention and regard.
Only then will they be swayed.

“Goodbye, Columbus® (which has become a generic term for
certain ethnic 13 peither ive nor
Although some do not appreciate Its satire, It does have warm
regard and positive humor for those it needles.

Not so “Compromlsing Positions,” whose acerblc quality taints
whatever message Jt may have to offer. It certainly s offenslve —
and not a very good murder myatery either.

Tasting panel picks the best

“This Is the Bruce
Springsteen concert of
the wine world,” clalmed
Dr. Lawrence Woll, art
enthustast and wine con-
noisseur.

“This” was the Great
Wine Shootout, held re-
cently at Glen Oaks Golf
Course In Farmington
Hills. It was a speclal
event, one designed to en-
able wine drinkers to ex-
press formally thelr wine
preferences.

The set-up was Inter-
esting.

Flfteen of the major
wine distributors in the
area were Invited to nom-
Inate four of thelr wines
in thls competitive tast-
ing. A parlicipating test-
Ing panel of nearly 400
people (more than 150
had to be turned away)
assembled to  evaluate
the wines and vote thelr
preferences.

The wines were sepa-
rated into two categorles,
reds and  whites. The
whites included bush and
sparkling wines. Entrles
came from Callfornia,
France, Spain, Germany,
Michigan, Italy, Australia
and Rumania. Each pa-
tron was allowed three
votes per category.

OF THE 59 wines en-
tered (one dlistributor
submitted only three), no
one person was able o
sample them all, of
course (or, it is hoped).
However, In the evening,
nearly a casc of each
wine was consumed; the
average was close to a
botlle per person,

As a tribute to the dig-
nlty and seriousness of
the occaslon, the tasters
conducted themselves
well In the face of all this
temptation. These were
serious wine people.

The resulls were inter-
esting.

Most people expected
the very prestiglous 1930
Mondavl Cabernet Sau-
vignon Reserve to casily
win red category. It
showed very well among
the 17 reds entered, tak-
ing a strong second place.
1t was a lovely wine.

But it was beaten, and
beaten soundly, by a new-
comer to Californla
wines, Groth Vineyards
and Wincry of Napa, with
Its 1982 Cabernet Sauvig-
non.

1t, too, was a fine entry
and was full of warm,
carthy flavors. Actually,
this showlng was no
fluke; the Groth
winemaker is Nils Venge,
longlime winemaker at
Villa Mt. Eden next door,
a veteran of many an im-
presslve release.

The competition
showed that suburbanltes
don't “drink labels.” The
evening had a bit of the
David and Goliath aura
about it

Third-place finish was
a tie between two other
highly esteemed caber-
nets, the 1930 Sebastiani
Reserve and the 1981
Beaulleu from Ruther-
ford, The only non-caber-
net winner of the evening
in the category was the
1981 Caymus Zinfandel, a
truly remarkable wine of
deep fruit and complexi-
ty. This earned an honor-

Pianist
to give
concert

French planist Richard
Clayderman will perform

able mentlon.

VOTING AMONG the
white wines was much
tighter, as was to be ex-
pected with 42 entries.
The surprising (again)
winner was the 1983 Cha-
tecau Grand Traverae
Riesling {late harvest),
only Michigan wine en-
tered in the event (sadly,
there was no Zug Island
offered or the resulls
might have been dlffer-
ent).

1t is an extremely well-
made wing, one that de-
served a better showing
than [t got In the receat
Michigan State Fair com-
petition. I am sure it won
this falrly. There's little
regional loyalty around
here.

Second place was
awarded to the Beringer
1962 Barrel Fermented
Chardonnay, an Intense,
complex and very serious

wline,

Third-place honors
went to one of the least
expensive wines of the
evening, the subject of
this column last week.
That was the Round Hill
“house” chardonnay. It is
remarkable for a $4.50
bottle of wine to best the
$12-$16 bottles, especlal-
ly because It Is not the
kind of big, intense wine
that usually does best in
competitive tastings
when judges’ taste buds
tend to dull carly.

Two honorable men-
tions were awarded in the
white wine category.
They were the 1983 char-
donnay {rom Simi and the
1982 chardonnay from
Newton.

In all, it was a most
eventful and surprising
evenlng, certainly show-
Ing a strong case for ca-
bernets and chardonnays
{rom Callfornla. One
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Anwcrican
Red Cross.

at 8 pm. , Sep
28, at Ihe Royal Oak Mu-
sic Theatre.

Tickets at $17.50 are
on sale at the theater box
office and and all Ticket
World Qutlets.

Clayderman's last visit
to the Unlted States, In

on a 20-clty tour.

The $l-year-old has
s0ld more than 41 million
albums worldwide. He re-
cently returned from a
world tour of Europe, Ja-
pan, Australia and Soath

America.
Ho has 177 gold and 42
to his

per given in hooor of
Fleat  Lad

Reagan by the

tional Center for the Dis-
abled last Octoder.
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should expect no less.
That is what the Callfor-
nla wine industry is all

world muscle.
Even though “the Boss®
wasn't there {our U-M son

names to me), it was the '
kind of night he would
have enjoyed himsalf

about as It shows its reveals these inside ({maybe).
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Your Place or Ours

Anywhere, anytime, any occasion. From the

moderate to the exquisite, we cater to your

particular needs. We prepare, deliver and set up.
Carry out service and box lunches available.
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