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Monacoe

‘The snowball he speaks of began

area, wears ber Monacoe-labeled dan-
cewear to dance classes in Virglnia

A Farmington Hills woman who
sewed a few leotards for her daughter
because she couldn’t flnd any to buy

wlth six pleces hls wife offered to Gabe
Shoes and D. in Fi

Studlo and to gymnastics

Hills 18 months ago.

Monacoe never advertised, not even
for the independent contractors who
the designer offering to do

she liked Is now L
for 40 stores here and Ln California.
“The biggest sales are always from
August through Christmas so this sum-
mer Is when we learned what whole-
sale manufacturing s atl about,” said
Chris Lopez, who has turned out abaut
2,000 pieces with the label “Monacoe.”
“There wasn't much plannlng to
this,” safd her husband Randy, who ls
now dolng some pattern cutting and s
keeper of the books. "The thing snow-
balled so fast, everythlng fell into place
s0 well, it was almost as though it was
meant to be.”

the plece work or assembling and, fora
while, were turning out 50 pleces a
weck.

The snowballing continues with a
new contract for Christmas sales with
Ballerina Ine., & chain in soutbern Cali-

ornla.
“It's the bright colors," Lopez said.

“The ruffles, the pulfed sleeves, just

the fun of the fashion for little girls."

SEVEN-YEAR.old Rence Lopez,
whose mother says she owns more leo-
tards than anyone in the metropolitan

classes in Farmington’ Gymnastic Cen-
ter.

‘The name Monacoe s a take-off on
the name Monte Carlo, which Is “the
most glamourous, fashlonable place
we've ever been and seemed to suit
best what we wanted to say about the
dancewear,” the deslgner said.

Lopet has sewn clothing for her own
use for about 10 years, but never took a
sewlng lesson.

She studled art under Stster Mary Ig-
natlus in Merey Center, but never de-
slgning.

Her parents were retallers and that
never appealed to her.

Her husband thought it would be nice
to one day go into business for himself,
but “never suspected he would be

The standard leotard moves into the fashion world

spending his off hours (as & pilot) learn-
ing how to cuyt gnlum in the base-
ment," Lopez ald.

He also Jearned this on his own, when
orders coming In at one polnt seemed
to be getting out of hand.

The firat leotard Lopez made for Re-
nee was taken from a basic leatard pat-
tern In swimwear, the material she stiil
uses for all her designs, then
up,” she said.

“With an art background I knew
somelhing about putting colors togeth-
er, but my big forte {s that I'm an or-
ganizer,” she sald. “But with all of this
{alling In my lap 20 fast I baven't had
the time to put style numbers on the
pleces, We have names for the designs,
but our clients are asking for numbers,
easler for the bookkeeping. That's one
more thing to learn In our learn-by-
doing business.”
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Renee Lopexz (loft) ¢
woars her mothes's
multi-colored design,
“paint Brush,” tash-
lonsd with elbow-
tength puffed
slseves. Erin Matu-
slewlcz (right) mod-
ols a mix of solid and
print made In a wet-

. -

; e M
Dasigner Chris Lopez is flanked by her daughter, Renes (o Mr’
wh ar M Ro-

look fabric and tash- Teft), and Erin M y Who

lonsd with s double neo's two-pi polka dot are mede with slirrup legs.

cuifle on the E::lln’.kl urq d-archid-striped comes with detach-
able skirt, : :

ders, Erin Is
dent at Wooddate El-
ementary School and
wears her Monacoe
leotards to ballet

classes with Evelyn
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A FALL FASHION EXTHAVAGANZA
accompanied by

THE OAKWAY SYMPHONY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 6:30 P.M.
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It's U.S. Constitution Week

The DAR Museum Collection” by Etlze-
beth Donaghy Garrst, The book is a gitt
1o the library ffnrp Quakertown mem-

Sondra Love (at left) a member of Quak-
ortown Chapter, Daughters of the Amar-
\can Revoiution {DAR) snd Clara Bohrer,
head of Farmington Hille Branch Library, bars the of
prepare the library display snnouncing servance that continues through Bept.
U.8. Constitution Week. Included in the  23.

display is “The Arte of Independence:

| Center’s registration opens

Customers are invited

Farmington Community muﬁ fall term offers . anciént Chinesa art of relazation throngh graceful, tosample
mumucumn%d'lu,worbhoplmtvlu slow movements. torall . . Lo candﬁas. i
begin the week of Sept. 16. : . There are classes for all ages {rom pre-achoo compliments of : e
ard U A ) L,
-y ms‘momu‘:d \nstrociors oo h::o’ mmmed'mm .1"‘:;‘:: Fanny Farmer & Sanders
Wﬂ%munmmmwm e
days lo the center, 34703 Farmington Road. ! . ’




