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opment Corporation (EDC) Chalrman
Robert McConnell agrees. The EDC
handles all tax

for Industrial tax abatements, McCon-
nelt sald. The EDC recommended ap-
proval of a request for only one other
tax break. But that company later

although fina) dectslons rest with the
clty councll.

“We fec! we have a lot to offer,”
McConnell said. “There are so many
advantages the city offers thls commu-
nlty.”

IN ITS 12-year history as a city,
Farmington Hllls has issued only two
industrial facilities exemption certlfl-
catea — both for 12 years, the maxi-
mum,

The long-established buslnesses —
Dlamond Automatlon, 23400 Haggerty,
and Ingersoll Rand Autematle Produc-
tion Systems, 23400 Halsted
recelved tax breaks in 1981 when com-
pany offlclals consldered moving from
the clty to expand operations, Costick
sald.

“In each case, conslderation was gly-
en {by company offlclals) to removing
thelr operations,” Costick sald, The tax
abatement certificates were given “as
an inducement to encourage them to
stay.”

To help stimulate [ndustral rénova-
tlon, cxpansion and development, the
state Legislature In 1974 authorized the
use of industrial tax breaks, It made
them subject to the state Tax Commis-
sion’s appraval.

Under state law, a local government
may grant a tax break of 50 percent for
up to 12 years on any new bullding and
land improvements as well as on any
taxable personal property acquired
new during the constructlon phase. It
also may freeze the property assess-
ment of a flrm rchabilitating an ob-
selete plant.

IN CONSIDERING the requests of
Diamond Automatlon and Ingersoll
Rand, thought was glven to the proba-
ble negative impact their leaving the
community would have en the clty’s
tax base, Costlek sald.

Since that time, the EDC has
received no mere than 10 applleations

its request, he added.

Desplte the allm number of requests,
Farmington Hills may appear stingy
when its tax-break record 1 compared
with other communitles,

Since 1974, a total of 3,837 industrial
tax-abatement certificates have been
issued in 587 Michlgan cittes, townships
and villages, said Janet Cox, publlc in-
formation offlcer for the state Tax
Commlsslon.

With 22 tax-abatement certificates
lssued Rochester Hllls leads the pack In
Oakland County {ollowed by Ferndale
wilh 28, Cox said, Rochester and Troy
have both issued 12, Oak Park 11,

OF THE communities bordering
Farmington Hllls, Livonia has issued
14 certificates. Southfleld, Novi and
West Bloomfield have issued none, Cox
sald.

A company's request for tax breaks
is recognized by city officials as good
business practice, McConnell sald, But
there's a flip side to the clty's posture.
“We feel we've got a Jot to offer,”
McConnel! sald.

A relatively low 8.8-mill tax rate and
a good locatlon arc consldered the
city’s two top drawing cards for busi-
ness. The two posltive features weaken
the clty's need to offer tax breaks as an
Incentive, Costick and McConnell
agreed.

The clty's tax rate — in itself — Is
considered a savings when compared
with other communitles such as South-
field, for example, which has an 18-mil
tax rate, Costick sald.

“We're already offerlng tax abate-
ment in that sense,” he added.

Many companies that have relocated
in Farmington Hlils, partlicularly along
the 12 Mile commercial corridor west
of Orchard Lake Road, have done so
because of the proximity to freeways
leading to Detrolt Metropolltan Air-
port, Lansing, Chlcage and throughout
the state, Costick sald,

Focus is small business

US. Rep. Willlam Broomficld, R-

attention It deserves, my bellef s that
this

reports that the
White House Conference on Small Busi-
ness will be held Friday at the Hyatt
Regency-Dearborn.

The state conference will be a one-
day program, which will Include an
opening sesslon, issue workshops and
delegate clections for the Natlonal
Conference. Workshops will focus on a
broad range of lssues important to

is an important event
which will allow small businesses in
the 18th Congressional District and the
rest of Michlgan to stand up and be
counted,” sald Broom{ield, whose dls-

trict includes the Farmington area.
Thls conference will be held prior to
the national conference, which will
taka place in Washington, D.C,, in Aug-
ust of 1988. The cost of the Dearborn
1 has been sct at $35 per per-

small such as
economic pollcy and trade.

“As a senlor member of the House
Small Buslness Committes, I Invite all
small business men and women of
Michigan to attend. As someone who
has worked hard to ensure that small
business recelves the recognition and

son. Thls fee includes $10 for the ses-
slons annd $25 for meals. Pre-registra-
tion is preferred but not necessary.

If you would like application materi-

BECAUSE FARMINGTON HIlls is
growlng so fast, greater demand is
being placed on the city's road, sewer
and water system, Costick safd.

“The new growth puts a new demand
on clty services," he added. “We're at a
point where the external sources of fl-
nanclng are becoming less and less
avallable. We're in a situation of de-
clining grants and aid from federal and
state government,”

Tax revenue provided through the
clty's growing commercial and indus-
tral tax base {3 needed to keep up with

Picnic set

The annual Detroit
Country Day Alumnl and
Famlly Tall-Gate Picnic
wlll ring in the school
year Saturday at the
maln campus on 13 Mile
and Lahser, Beverly

Hills,

!Fsegtolvulu \:i]l bclggn WIIY does it -3

at 9 .m. with

Run. O:mlh:: m:rnlng ‘r'pple 4 5

meny are a falr for the
young set, Includlng face
paintlng, games and
moon walk; soccer and
powder puff football for
the middle and upper
school students; and the
annual alumnl-varsity
competltions in fleld
hockey and soccer.

The Country Day-Unl-

young giris? |

Scollosls (curvatura of \he
splne) ts a crippler of the
younp, strlking the 1019 age
group. We don't know why,
but glrs In this age group
ara elght times more [Ikaly
than boys to contract

this dlseaso.

the demand on city services, Costick
sald, To give a lot of tax bmunwould
Inevitably create a burden on city
coffers at a time when demand for city
services ia growing, be added.

The relatively high standard of living
in F Hills and the Farmizg
ton Public Schools are also consldered
drawlng cards for inducing buslness
into the city, McConnell sald,

Although only two Industrial tax
abatement certificates have been Is-
sued, EDC members carefully scrutin-
ize each application they recelve,
McConnell said.

versity of Detrolt High
School football game will
kick off at 1:30 p.m.
Half-tlme ceremontes
will include the crowning
of this year’s Homecom-

Ing Queen and Court.
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WHAT MEMBERS keep in mind,
however, is the need to aveld what
McConnell calls the “domino effect.”
That happens when citles reach a polnt
where many tax breaks have been giv-
en to a varlety of businesses and It be-
comes increasingly difflcult to deny re-
quests,

That's why McConnell prefers offer-
ing EDC financing to new and exisling
buslnesses. To date, the EDC has issued

& _Classic A& Interiors %

dom grants industrial tax breaks

$90 million worth of tax-exempt bonds,
with another $40-350 milllon under
conslderation, McConnell said.

““We are very careful about who we
grant this to,” he added,

With EDC flnancing, a buslness
owner can flnance projects at a ree
duced cost use the purchaser of
bonds docs not have to pay state or fed-
eral taxes on the Interest carned,

dosorve,

Livonia

FINE FURNITURE

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DISPLAY

Distinctiva dosign sorvice, oxporily docoratod room zotlings, unlquo
display of grandtather clocks, and oxtonsive loather gallory aro all part
of nearly the hall-cantury that It has taken to croate Clasaic Intorlars.

Come In today and oxperience the quallty product and sesvico you

Fine Furniture...Where Quality Costs You Less.

20232 Middlebolt Rd. (S. of Elght Mile)
Open Mon., Thurs. & Frl, ‘111G P.M.

OPEN
BUD:DSAYS

SINCE 1937

474-6900

)

b

_It’s Not Too

Q.

Late...

To

Primary

(2%-8yrs.)
roctical Lifo: indepandonco Tralning
entorial Activitles
themalica s Languags Arts
Sclence « Qeomelry
Geography s Music» Art
panish « Physicat Education

Montessori Choice
Gateway Montessori School, the metropalitan area's only
proven quality International Montessorl schoo! has a few

OPENINGS FOR CHILDREN 2 - 10 yrs. of age
Orientation through September
CURRICULUM

Make A Quality

ENROLL NOW FOR GATEWAY MONTESSORI HOUSE
645-0540

Elementary
(6 - 10 yrs)
Math - Goomeltry
uage Arta» Zoology
Junlor Groat Books
Geology » Bolany
Spanlishe History s Art
Physical €d » Musla

als or if you have any further ,
contact Broomfield in Blrmingham at
642-3800 or in Washington at 1-202.225-

6135.
¢

O OBE Classilieds work! @ O&E Classifieds work!

Rejoice! Our Birmingham remodaeling project has been
completed, Everything has a new

look. A new excitement.

for our

Check your

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
11 a.l

SATURDAY

waekly Calendar of

Events...then come celebmrlo with us?

10 a.m..5 p.m., Informal Geolfrey Beene Show.
11 a.m.-4 p.m., Chantal consuitations with designer
Chantal Burnlson. Paris fragrance sampling.

2 p.m., Formal Geoflrey Beene Coltedtion Show,
Designer Salon. .
10 a.m..5 p.m., Informal Anne Kieln Il Show.
-4 p.m., Paris fragrance sampling.
11 a.m..4 p.m., Accessory Show. Joan Emde.

12 Noon-4 p.m., Estée Lauder cosmetic consultant
Deede Hassinger.

2 p.m., Formal Anne Kleln Il Show,
Collection Sportswear.

11 a.m.-3 p.m., Herbal Vinegar sampling,
Sweets & Treats.

11 a.m.-4 p.m., Anne Kleln fragrance sampling.
12 Noon-4 p.m,, Clinlqua make-up condultatlons.

Jacobson’s

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Unltli 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuosday, Weodnesday and Saturday

ONE..ONEATHLETIC CLUB

626

FEATURING: O Nine indoor tennis courts O Supervised
Nautllus 1 Hydra-fitness O /12 mile banked indoor track
O Coed workout facilities O Floating aerobic floor O Life-
cycle O Free welghts O Gourmet health food restaurant
O Sports and equipment shop O Tanning booths O Indoor
and outdoor pools O Whiripool and saunas O Stairmaster
treadmill O Fitness lectures O Corporate and family
memberships [0 Senior cltizen discounts and programs.

vialt or call
-9880

ONEo.

2 |

o

3003 W, Maple « Bl

. (—_-_]

ATHLERIC CLUB {

.
Just North of Maple in West Bloomfigld.

6343 Farmington Rd. -




