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ANNE KLEIN 1IN

_MISSES AND
s PETITE SIZES (Y

Formal Show

Friday, September 20

2 p.m., Second‘floor
Birmingham

Come in and review our

collections for

V' misses and petites.

Meet the Anne Klein il

wool gabardines, flannels,
‘merino jerseys. Tweeds,
tattersall, town checks,
plalds, stripes, herringbone.
Informal modeling 10 am-5 pm.
In our newly temodeléd and
expanded Birmingham apparel store.

. Jacobson's

Wa walcomo Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amerlcan Exp_reu' Card.

. Shop untll 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untll 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wedneaday and Saturday

‘Reform dram shop law’

“A vietlm of a drunk
driving accident who sues
the tavern owner rather
than the drunk driver, be-
lieving the tavern owner
carries more insurance,
may well be left high and
dry. Seventy percent of
Michigan tavern owners
no longer carry liquor lia-
bitity insurance.”

So says Ronald Gut-
maa of the Farmington
Hllls law flrm of Kauf-
man and Payton, recog-
nlzed for its insurance
law practice.

He testlfled at hearings
before the Subcommittee
on Dram Shop of the
Michlgan Senate Select
Committee on Civi} Jus-
tice Reform, chalred by
Sen. Richard Feasler, R-
West Bloomfleld.

Gutman urged reform
of Michigan's 100-year-
old dram shop act, which
concerns the Lability of
establlshments  serving

aleohol.

“Plalntiffs think they
can get more money
{rom a tavern owner with
a high insurance policy,”
Gutman said. “But they
may end up with nothing
{f the trend of llquor es-
tablishments going with-
out insurance contlnues
because carrlers refuse
to write pollcies In Michl-

gan.

“Reasonable caps must
be set on dram shop
awards to woo insurance

carriers back to Michi-
gan,” Gutman sald.

THE STATE must re-
quire mandatory ‘“rea-
sonable and affordable”
insurance coverage for
sellers of alcohol too, he
added.

In an interview after
the hearing, Gutman
urged that Michigan's
dram shop law be
changed to prevent “dou-
ble recovery,” which al-
lows a plaintllf to scek
and recelve damages
from both the driver and
the tavern owner,

He poloted out that

that the

Gutman sald, because a
person may be legally
drunk ined b;

down by plaintiffs’ use of
expert testimony to 'ga

(as
a Breathalyzer test), but
may not necessarily ap-
pear drunk (visibly
drunk) to the people
around.
Gutman sald that the

defense of visible intox!-
cation s greatly watered

y tradlet ey

mony.

“In dram shop cases
where there are eye-wit-
nesses, experts should be
disallowed because they
can only hypotbesize,
while the eye-witnesscs
can relate what they ac-

tually saw at that partic-
ular scene,” Gutman sajd.

The law firm of Kauf-
man and Payton conducts
annual seminars on dram
shop law and litigatlon.

s attorneys frequent-
1y contribute articles on
the subject to legal and
business journals.

Residents now liable
for sidewalk mishaps

courts must keep In mind By Lisa Slmon clearly stated.
stan.  stalf writor As a result, the new
I d: states, “If

dard by law s onc of visl
ble, not legal. intoxica-
tion,

“Jurles don't always
reallze that ‘visible' in-
toxication ls the actual
standard,” Gutman said.

“It s not llegal to
serve customers drinks,
which may result in thelr
getting drunk, What is
Mlegal s serving them
drinks If they are clearly,
visibly drunk,” Gutman
sald.

"Customers must lh?w

o

Liability for injuries
incurred on Farmington
sidewalks are now the
sole responsibllity of
property owners.

That's the word from
city council members
who Menday passed an
ordinance to amend the
existing city sidewalk
and publle right-of-way
ordinance.

The Michigan Munici-
pal Risk Management
‘Authority (MMRMA), the

2lgns of

It to be iltegat for the bar-
tender or walter to serve
them," he added.

THE INTOXICATION
standard lssue must be
made clearer to jurles,

r city's

compa-
ny, reviewed Farming-
ton's sidewalk ordlnances
and determined that la-
bllity for the mainte-
nance of sldewalks and
arcas between sidewalks
and roadways was not
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the property owner
neglects to malntain hls
sidewalk and driveway
approach in good repair,
that the owner shall be I
able to the city for any
damages recovered
against tthe city sus-
tained by any person by
reason of such sidewalk
or drlveway approach
being unsafe and net in
good repalr,”

“We belleve since the
city has already (rans-

walk maintepance and
unclear lability. All in-
volved personal Injuries.

“We don't know what
causes the accldents, the
condition of the person,
or the condltion of the
sidewalk,” Deadman
sald.

The amendment 1s de-
signed to protect the city
from lawsuits, he sald.

The city of Farminglon
has set standards en slde-
walk malntenance, Loose
material, general deterd-
oration and displacment
of debris are all consid-
ered part of sidewalk

ferred the malntenance
of ks and drive-
way approaches to the
property owner, the clty
should also clearly trans-
fer the liability for lack
of maintepance to the
property owner,” sald
Robert Deadman, Farm-
ington clty manager.

THE CITY has been in-
volved in four lawsuits
gince 1981 involving side-
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Many times, a home-
owner will wait for the
clty to malntain their
property, then pay the
city's bill, Deadman said.
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¢ Nine indoor tennls

courts

® Supervisad Nautllus

e Hydra-titness
® 1/12 mile banked
indoor track

e Coed workout facilities

e Life-cycle
© Free welghts

o Floatlrig aeroblc fioor
® Gourmet heaith food

rastaurant

e FEATURING o .

® Stalrmaster treadmill

® Sports and

equipment shop

o Tanning booths
® Whirlpool and saunas
® Indoor and

outdoor pools

@ Fitneas lectures
o Corporate and family

® Sent

memberships
cltizen di: t:

and programs.
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