O&LE Thursday, September 19, 1685

Farmington Hills residents and owners of
Skandia Hans and Mary Ann Hanson (at

b

left) pose In front of tholr naw showroom

| andscapers showcase
gamut of environments

By Richard Lech
statf writer

KANDIA Landscaping has
uncarthed a new way of plant-

ing ideas In s customers’
heads.

The Livonla firm recently opencd a
showroom store Lhat exhibits its Interl-
or and exterior landscaping skills in
full bloom,

“We're not just selling plants. We're
here to sell environments to people,”
gald Mary Ann Hansen, who owns the
firm with her husband, Hans.

AMONG THE “environments’ on

Hansen safd, “Nothing else combines
all these talents under one roof.”

THE SKYLIGHT-LIT store Is a far
cry from the old white house and
greenhouse that used to serve as Skan-
dia's headquarters, The old bulldings
were torn down to make way for the
new just in time to mark the flrm’s
30th anniversary.

Working with architect Henry Lem-
leux of Lindhout Assoc of Livonia, the
Hansens sketched out what they want-
od In a showroom and began construe-
tion in December. .

“1t looks very much like our house,”
Mary Ann Hansen sald, referring to the
Hansens' plant-bedecked bome in
F Hill

display are a courtyard with wnum&!.
e

a room
courtyard and a plant-filled restaurant
arca.

“Every room makes that statement
— “This Is what we can do in your off-
Ice, in your restaurant . . " she satd.

The store’s offico serves the dual
purpose of functioning office and show-
room, Hansen safd. Customers can see

for how they can
thelr own offlees by stringing banging
plants across the top of the walls or
tiaing plants as room dividers.
. Outaide, a scries of sandstone retaln-
ing walls, hedges, flowers, shrubs and
decks shows  Skandia’s  exterlor
1andscaping abilities.
Half of the new facliity's space ls
z:km up with a warchouse, it by high-
tensity dlscharge lights, There poten-
AUl customers can browse for the
plants they want.
=.The 10,000-square-foct showroom
ore, on Mlddlebelt between Slx Mile
JAnd Saven Mile, opened for business
July 1. It gives the Hansens something
they bad wanted for a loog ime — a
showcase for the products of the Skan-
‘dia stafls green thumb,
. “ don't think there’s a place like this
4n Michigan; it's unique,” Mary Ann

The name Skandla reflects Hans
Hansen's Scandinavian roots. Born in
Denmark, he came to the United States
In 1948 when he feaved Lhat all Europe
was about to be engulfed in World War

Arriving in the United States, Han-
sen couldn't speak a word of English
and had only $25 In his pocket. But he
brought with him horticulturat sklits
plcked up on the apple orchards and
farms of his natlve land.
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with vice president Mark Cetnor and
Iandscape architect Joyce Haller,

The store's office
servas tha dual
purpose of
functioning office
and showroom.
Customors can seo
how they can
transform their own
offices by stringing
hanging piants
acroas the top of
the walis or by
using pianis as
room dividers
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¢ v APPLICATIONS ARE NOW
BEING ACCEPTED FOR FALL CLASSES
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Lsm W. MAPLE, WEST BLOOMFIELD

851-1226

\

k]

. Wiayne County
XB1-0900

Oakiand County
£844-1070

Rochenter/Avon
852-3222

dontar whan they Rspst °

Gather up your TV, Stereo Components,
VCR’s

We Have Just The Piace For Them

This solld Pennsylvania Oak Entertalnment Center will solve
moﬂl storage problems. The unit has lighting for drama and
\ion & dat,
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nd will TV, Stereo, VCR, Bodks and

more. 9
1 piece construcilon. 60W x 72H x 18v2D. $699
. NOWO!I”
[
hrader’s

Home Furnishings

“Famiiy owned and operated since 1907
111 N. Center St sbeisonna.)

.-M%,’{.‘ r'gues. Sat|9-6 .
Northville » 349-1838 ’
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Do you find yourself waiting In
long lines only to reach @ short-
tempered teller? Does your bank
bog you down with stacks of
forms, piles of applications and
miles of red tape? And when they
finally get around to talking to
you, can you understand what
they're saying?

If not, I's time to change to
Guaranty Federal.

At Guaranty Federal money
matters, but people matter more.
That's why we're always more
friendly. More courteous. More

. helpful. We'll give you more of our

Guara
Savings

less of yours by serving you faster.
And Guaranty Federal has the
benefits and services of the blg
impersonal banks,

Soifyourbanklsglad tohandle
your money but doesn't handle
youwlthcare, If'stime tochange
to Guaranty Federal,

Federal

We outnice the other banks.
-' 287-9200
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