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Reminders of a

Y9

one era

Updated inn
unmatched
in sunrises

NEKEMA, MICH. — The sun
comes up in a late Seplember
mist aver Portage Lake,
backiighting the fishlag boals

and the docks in front of the Portage
Point Inn.

The slap of water against the docks
and the mutter of motors are the only
sounds on the lake, except for an occa-
sional exclamation from a fisherman
as the coho salmon strike.

1t has been too dark to sce more than
the outllne of the turn-of-the-century
buildings spread broadly across the
shore and up the hill, but the sun is
above the horizon now, spotilghting the
white clapboard ramble of wood, the
great pillars of the original hatel, the
porches and rooftops of the 1on and Terrace, and
the bright red geranium window boxes that de-
corate it all.

Most of the guests are siil] asleep, although a few
have done their morning walk along the lake and up
the road between Portage Polnt Inn coltages to
Lake Michigan, flve-minutes walk away.

All of these bulldings were
bulit for wealthy turn-of-the-
century passengers who came
by steamshlp and played cro-
quet In long skirts and white
flannel trousers on these
lawns. The stcamshlps have
long gone and you must now
detour aff state Highways 22
or 31 28 we did In our drive
down the west coast of Michl-

iris

Jones
contributing liavel wier
s

gan.

We left Traverse City with
about a dozen people on a bus
and another dozen in cars, all of us part of the 30th
annual convention of the Society of Amel rican Trav-
o] Wrlters here In Mlchigan. Ten such groups Jeft
Traverse Clty the same day, to write stories about
Michlgan from sallboais and buses, campers and
resort porches on both the upper and lower peninsu-
1as. These wrlters have come {o Michlgan from all
over the U.S. and Canada.

NO SENSIBLE vacatloner would consider pack-
ing this much into four days, visiting artlsts and
resorts up and down the Lake Michigan Coast, cru-
{sing arcund Saugatuck, visiting White Plne Viltage
and the Gllmore Car Museum, fishing the Grand
River and more. However, there is no other way to
sec even 2 small part of a big state like this.

T've been on conventlon with fellow members of
SATW in many patts of the world — Poland, Indla,
Hawall, Bahamas — so It was a particular pleasure
to bear them exclaim over a 1982 Chardonnay from
the Chateau Grand Traverse winery, to wateh the
attentivencss and respect with which they met art-
1st Gwen Frostic of Beulab,

Froatle 1a one of three remarkable women I met
on that short stretch of Michigan coastline between
the Leclansu Peninsula and Onckema. Mary Ann
O'Nelil of Blrmingham, owner and chef of 8 won-
derful tiny restaurant called La Becasse, In Bur-
dickville, necds an entire story of her own, as does
Michlgan's own Gwen Frostic.

Today 1 would like you to meet Marilyn Luck-
man, the Director of Operations and the daly driv-
ing force behind the great white aprawl of wood
known as the Portage Polnt Inn. )

‘Marilyn and her husband, sculptor Stowart Luck-
man, have owned the Inn for the last two years. She
has a love affalr with the Portage Point Inn which
{n near where she lived for a year in nearby Manis-
{ee as a achool girl. For many years she came back
to work in the Inn for the summer, bolding every
job avallable oo the premises at one time or anoth-

er,

Luckman bad carned scveral degroes and was a
school principal in Minneapolls, Minn., when ber
brother telephoned one day from his home in North
Dakota, .

" “THE INN is for sale,” be said, “Let’s buy itt"
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It was a preposterous ldea of course, She had a
good Job in the city school system. Stewart was an
established professor at a Minncapolls university,
as well as an established sculptor.

What do a school teacher and a sculptor know
about running a rambling old inn, restoring sagging
roofs and rusted plumbing, or attracting visitors to
2 white elephant of a place in the woods of western
Mlchigan?

1t was an old Irishman, full of old Irish legends,
who encouraged Luckman to do it by telling hier the
story of the brass ring.

“The brass ring is a golden opportunity,” Luck-
man said. “1{ It sounds like a wonderful idea but it's
for somebody clse and not for you, pass it by, But i
It's something you'd iike to do, except the timing is
wrong, change your thinking. Opportunlty always
comes at the wrong time.”

THE LUCKMANS started the 1984 season as
owners of this 17-acre wonderland - scenle and
full of problems. Marilyn and Stu had worked the
Xitchen, waited on tables and tended the boats, but
this was no Job for starry-cyed youngsters. It was a
couple full of horse-sense and good business prac-
tlees that closed the screen door behind them and
set to work.

Part of the Inn has been renovated. The orlginal
hotel, where you had to walt 20 minutes for the hot
water o artive, I8 at this very moment having its
new plumbing Installed, The building behind the ho-
tel and the inn is having its walls knocked out to
double the size of the rooms; next season it will hold
corporate meetings.

ALL OF THIS has a time-capsule fecling to the
Luckmans. One or other of them worked at the inn
from 1954 to 1971, Thelr son Sean was born at the
close of the 1965 season. Another son, Nils, ls a bus
boy these days in the dining room. The family ls
always walking in and out of another age.

Marilyn Luckman often sees what she thinks Is a
guest from the long-ago days, only to realize that it
Is the son or daughter of a former guest, bringing
children and grandchildren back to the inn.

A fcw things are new to her, lke fightlng state
and Jocal bureaucracy for on to bulld
docks, or filling out the forms needed for a place on
the Natlona! Historic Register, A Michigan Depart-
ment of C: C ity E
Block Grant was the up side of all that; that money
is at work right now restoring the inn.

THERE ARE lots of things to do on this litle
1ake or along the shore of Lake Michigan. You can
windsur! or sail, fish and swim, play tennis or
stretch out around the poo), tour the restored down-
town strects of nearby Manistee.

But the nicest part of staying In an old inn like
this is just sltting on the porch and watching the sun
come up over the lake, It turns the sky to jeweled
pink, backiighting the boats muttering along In
search of salmon, while a fall mist rises and shapes
itself around the scene.

These writers have photographed the Taj Mabal
and the skyline of Bangkok, but they’ve never seen
a sunrise quite Lke that.

The Portage Point Inn is open October,
The Luckman'a hope to keep it open most or all of
the year In future. Rates are $60 a day per person

Fall color show to debut

' The curtain is golng up on Michigan's fall color
extravagansa for a six-week run sta, for hikers,
bikers, boaters, festival goers and, of course, mo-

tember
ghckhnmtywmﬂhc!nnnelwmbndmmnw

tandlsh.
The best time for color viewing should be early
and mid-October (n the lower peninsula‘s midsec.
uon.mmuaum(mmmzmmwmm
notth of a line from Holland to Port Huron. Fall
mlarmmmhmtbunm:hlxmlnmld-und
1ate October.

PALL COLOR eothusiasts can choose tradition-
a1 ot off-beat ways to soa the state's autumn beaw-

noted for bright red leaves. Aspens are drenched

parks
state, such as Midland's Dow Gardens and Kalama-
00's Nature Center, also are choice spots for calor
viewing.

Come with Genera! Mators Women's Club

1 VERMONT

omans Ga5 has 8cced & b tour of
VERMONT & MONTREAL
Toe e i s 08y 480 Bt e retomn
Cost - Y449, per person .
Gl Tour Coordinator Betty Johneon 9741853
Alt weicome - It is a fantastic Trip!

te walk from Lake Michigan.

double occupancy, including all three meals, in the
Beech Lodge, Terrace, Main Hotel or Doll Houses;
the same for a minlmum of three or four peaple in
the cottages. Bed and Breakfast rate is $70 for two.

Dlscounts are available by the week (3410 per
person double occupancy) and for groups. For In-
formation, write to Portage Polnt Inn, P.O. Box
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248, Onckama, 5 or
(616)889-4222,

Sunshine Vacations

girl.

Years later she left a Job a:
when her brother sald,

worked every job st the Portage Point Inn as a -
s school principal In Minneapolis
“The Inn is tor sale. Let's buy [t.”

For All Seasons

FALL WINTER/SPRING
(11/15 - 12/15 Depts) (12/20 - 4/30 Depts)
CHOOSE FROM 11 DESTINATIONS PRICES START AS LOW AS
Acapulco $269 Aewiss,  S329%  hiil.
Cancun 8279 daigrae, S4A09*  SENT.
Puerto
Vallarta $539 it Ll $349% e
Aruba $399  IrEike SB4A9¥ MG
Casa de
Campo $459  .yhuhe  S409% . :
Grand . y
Cayman s iges SABOK 1y PG e
Jamaica S$349% . M
St.-Maarten wmsatiees SGO9% MY
St. Thomas $499 . Withe. SBO9* Wi,
San Juan S469 i BAne  SBAO* M :
Santo
Domingo $399 . S349% R
* After Samson Tours 8100 TravA (requi {ng and pay )
_ See Your Travel Agent For Full Details

Samsonlours

BIRMINGHAM

@m Py
= 8 Adamg!
540-8338 or

1-800-624-7518

DETROIT AREA
hudson’s
travel

service
TROY cnsnrsnnssnanns 585-8020
NORTHLAND....589-8153
425-3388

FARMINGTON

SOUTHFIELD

Greatways :

355-1400




