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County voters will consider tax increase
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Clarenceville set
for Monday vote

Voling In favor of the Oakland Coun-
ty special educatlon property tax hike
&lso wlll help support general educa-
tion in Clarenceville Public Schools,
says Superintendent Michael Shibler.

On Monday, Oct. 7, voters in the
Clarenceville district, which Includes

« parts of Livonia, Farmington Hills and
Redlord Township, will be asked to ap-
prove a 0.75 mill hike (75 cents per
$1,000 of assessed valus) for spectal ed-
ucation programs.

Becauses the Clarenceville district In-
cludes communities in two counties —
Wayne and Oakland — the district was
glven the optlon of which Intermediate
district It would join.

Clarenceville High School and

ncevilla Junfor High School will
serva as precinets for the election with
the polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p,m,

THE COUNTY, through Ita Interme-
diate school district, Oakland Sehools,
currently levies one il for special ed-
ucatlon programs. The proposed mil-
lage would be an addition to that al-
ready being collected,

With the 075 mill increase, the

owner of a $50,000 home in the dlstrict
would pay an additional $18.75 a year
In property taxes.

1f the millage increass does not pass,
the district will bave to pay Oskland
Schools an estimated $635,100 over the
next flve years to cover ita share of
costs not bandled by state funding or
't.l;;sdcumnt one mill tax rate, Shibler
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taxpayers $3.4 mitllon. The coat of cen-
te: offered

NEARLY 2,000 students — from the
tralnable mentally impalired to the se-
verely mentally Impalred — are en-
rolled In Oakland Schools' spectal-ed

T progr through the
school district cost the county $4.6 mil-
lion, Flanagan said.

Previously, the one mill levied for
:pednl‘ 'educauon In Oaklm.y.l Counl;y-

catlon center programs,

Center programs — offering class-
room and vocational settings — belp
reduce speclal educatlon costs by ellm-
Inating duplicatlon in staff, servicea
and facillties.

Oakland Schools coordinates center
programs for the “low incidence’ pop-
ulatlon of handlcopped children —
those with less common disabitities,
such as autism or blindness.

“Through center programs
through mutual support and coopera-
tion — wo try to bring a level of quallty
to children with uncommon severs
handicaps, but who are not high In
number in any one place,” Lewis sald.

“Some communitles with a high
aumber of such children face an undue

agalnst
Iocal budgeta from being strained,” ho
added.

OF THE 19,800 speclal education
students in Oakland County In 1984-85,
1,776 were ecarolled In 70 centes pro-
grams housed in 18 hoat school dls-
tri

cts.

Host dlstricta Include Farmington,
which last year provided center pro-
grams at nine sltes for 400 tralnable

y imp: severcly y
impaired, physically impalred and pre-

was meet

creases and mandated programs,
But since 1980-81, the cost of special
has ded tax

revenues, State financial support of
spectal education dipped from 45 per-
cent In 1975-76 to 16 percent In 1981-
82

To trim costs, Oakland Schools In-
creased class alre and reduced staff —
where legally permitted. Despite the
cost trimming, the county bas posted a
$4.5-mittlon special education defielt.

STATE AND federa! law requlres lo-
ca) xchool districts to meet local spe-
clal education needs. As a result, Oak-
land County's 28 schoo) districts must
share responsibllity for the cumulative
deflelt and for future special education
costs that exceed tax revenue.

The tax boost would remedy the
county special education furd deileit,
cover antleipated program growth be-
cause of Increased enroilment and de-
fray some special education costs met
by iocal districts. It would keep the
county’s specia) education programs
flnanclally solvent for 10 years, ac-
cording to Oakland Schools projections.

1n additlon, it would be used to:

& expand the autism program by
1% classrooms;

® expand the severely mentally im-

program by four ¢laxsrooms;
® start a program for the severely

vocational students.

But even though sa
bost district, it doesn't scrve the full
range of impal For e,  for

® Increase r;u'e'»'m:mltm.ll tralning
atudents.

some bearing impaired and visually
impaired Farmington students attend
classes in another dlstrict,

“It's more cost-effectlva to have sup-
port services under one roof as oppesed
to belng spread out. And the more se-
vere the handleap, the more cost-effec-
tlve it is to have a center program,”
Lewia sald,

‘The average cost to educate an au-
tistically impaired student earolled in
a ceater program s $20,757. In com-
parison, the average coat to educate an

lonal student ecrolled

Shibler sald CL has 218
speclal education studeats, Some 37 of
those attend center programs.

IF THE hike is approved, that money
will not have to be pald and wiil re-
maln in the district for gencral oduca-
tion programs, Shibler sald.

“We're Iacing more than $600,000 in
billbacks in the pest five years. That
money has to come out of the general
fund 80 thoss funds will not be avail-
able for students in Clarenceville.”

Absentee ballots {or the Oct. 7 elec-
tlon can be picked up untll Saturday in
the Clarenceville Board of Education
Office, 20210 Middlebelt, Livonia, Call
4788900,

Oakland road revenues

There fs no countywide road tax in
Oakland and the elected board of coun-
ty commissioners (s prohibited by law
{rom using any of Its general property
tax levy for roads.

County Road C:

tion Improvements, paving gravel
roads and road resurfacing.

Some local communitles levy road
taxes, and property owners can be spe-
clally assesed for road projects within

come malnly from stato gas and welght
taxes which motorisis pay at tho pump
for gas and dlesc] fuel, and at the sec-
retary of atata’s office for vehicle
registrations.

Gas and welght taxes are the only
source of substantial funding for coun-

or
the property owners themselves may
Initiate'thesa projocts.

In a center pm&ram is 37,629, accord-
ing to Oakland Schools.

FARMINGTON SENT 96 special ed-
ucation students to center programs
and educated anather 1,200 Ln district-
operated apecial educatlon classes last
year. Specie] education students range
{rom [nfants to 26-year-olds,

34-85, Fi

The additional .75 mill would ralse
laxes $22.50 a year for a property
owner whose house has a market value
of $80,000, $30 a year on a house val
ued at $80,000 and $37.50 & year on a
house valued at $100,000,

IF THE tax boost fs approved,
Farmington Public Schkools would
“save” $2238,600 in billback costs dur-
ing 1985-86, according to Oakland ¢
Schools projections.

A blllback is the amount that Farm-
Ington pays Oakland Schools for costs
abave those the intermediate school
distriet can afford through the current
onc-mill levy. The moncy reimburses
bost districts, assuring that taxpayers
in those districts arcn't overtaxed for
speciat educatlon.

"I the mlllage increase is defeated,

sald. “The maln reason la because tho
cost of cducatlng special education kids
has exploded.”

ﬂu;nr;m added, “It's g positive
thing that we're taking care of people
who need help. And with medical tech-
nology the way it s, we bave more asd
more people sutviving who otherwise
might not have. And our obligation ia to
take care of them.”

OAKLAND SCHOOLS estimates that
three years ago, Farmington pald $800
per center-educated child through blll-
back charges — §36,000. It warns that ‘
figure may jump to $4,300 per chlld
four years from now — $483,800 total
for Farmlngton.

Countywlide, the increased millage
would produce $11.2 million this year
and up to $14.6 mllllon in 1995, accord-
ing to Oakland Schools projections.
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GIFTS FOR EVERY OCCASION!
GUESTS WELCOME
$100 GIFT CERTIFICATE DONATED DY TAPFER'S JEWELRY

VARIETY CLUB
o OF DETROIT /
i THE GREATEST CHILDREN'S CHARITY
IN THE WORLD
INVITES YOU TO OUR

would generate another.$952,000 for
countywlde special cducation in 1985.
86 through the addlt{onal mlliage. Fig-
uring fn the existing one-mil levy,
Farmington taxpayers would generato
$2.2 milllon overall for countywide
specta) education [n 1985-86.

Enrcllment for special education s
expected to riso part?,
land County’s reputation, ‘ which at.
tracts more familles with handieapped
children, and partly because of advanc.
s in medicine, which save the lives of
many infants with serious {lInesses,

POLLS WILL bouzam Monday feom
precincts are: 1,
Fammington Tralolng Center, 33000

Thomas; 2. Dunckel Middle School,
32800 12 Mile; 3. Wamer Middle
School, 30303 14 Mile; 4. East Middle
School, 25000 Middlebelt,

2nd ANNUAL = ¢
SHOPPER’S FANTASY

HAVE A HEART, LEND A HAND
@ 10% of all proceeds donated to Variety Club @
JOINUSFOR A .

“GEM” OF A SATURDAY SALE

SATURDAY., OCTOBER 5th
10:00 am to 5:45 pm

0 BEAUTIFUL JEWELRY AND
o

Anniversary Sale

a bitlback of a couple hundred th
dollars would now seem Like nothing
d to the bilibacka wo'd ba seo-

In 1934-85, ‘s distriet-op-
erated special education programs coat

ing in the next few years,” Flanagan
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8 COMPLETE CARE OF RESIDENTIAL HOUSEPLANTS
* Weekly Watering (Includes Feeding)

»Reviving Sick Plants
*Repotting
*Dividing/Combining
*Vacation Care
..apersonal touch for

BoomREme

B *FREE CONSULTATION

your houseplants.

CALL DEBBIE 855-8081

MRELOONCOORTISMER

OAK FINISH 4 PIECE

20% = 30% SAVINGS,
ON ENTIRE STOCK
COATS + JACKETS « SNOSUITS

ADDITIONAL STOREWIDE SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT

20% to 30% Off
Joeans« Corduroyss Fleacoss Sloopwear
Drossese Polos» Skiris+ Pantss Tights
. Knoe-Hl's « Blanket Sleopers

Your Tota! Purchase.
Includes Ajl Sale and
Regular Price Merchandiso*

“Provious Lay-A-Ways Excludod

TAKE AN EXTRA 10% OFF

Exnmﬁlu:
CRILD'S SNOSUIT
20% DISCOUNT.
SALE PRICE ..
DEDUCT 10!

1500
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BUY DIRECT
AND SAVE

ROOM DIVIDER

| .. STRANGERSINTO VOURHOME o
" «BAVEYOURSELF THEMASSLE .. ° .-
CALL U8 FOR IN-HOME APPRAISAL
WE'LL SELL IT FOR YOU AND TAKE
ACOMMISSION WHEN THE BALE IS
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