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Tim has kichrd his longtime fasci-
natlon with sheelaces and string. He
can assemble Imple metal shapes
and talks If pr-npted repeatedly by
patlent teachers

A diverse set of learning problems,
behavioral quirks and soclal skills set
these auntlstic toens apart from other
speclal educs tion students n Oakland
County. They aren’t emotionally im-
palred, although thelr abnormal reac-
tions to people, cbfects and sensations
Indicates emotional deficits. They
aren't mentally retarded, although
communication akiils and learning
ability may be limlted,

“They're dramatically different,”
2ald Robert Tunnell, director of the
program for antistic chitdren at Lam-
phere High School, Madison Helghts.

“WIthin one classroom, among four
’| to five students, there’s & wide range
of abllities. We try to classify them
accordlng {o age, cognitive abllities,
matching verbal skills and communl-
catlve ablilty, But there's stlll a wide
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John adds decimal numbers on a —Rob Tunnell
computer, but Interprets most lan- director of
guage literally, aulism program '

termediate School District's program
for autlstic persona age 14-28,

That in turn, coupled with stringent
tucben-pupll ratios and state re-

ents, makes tho autistie ceuw‘

ouc al the most expensive speclal od-
ueation.programs run by the county.

Tunnell figures the staff-[ntenslve
program costs some $500,000 —
about $20,000 per pupil. Six teachers
and nine aldes, as well ay two
time speech therapists, & peycholo-
glst, soclal worker and occupational
theraplst are assigned to the 33 stu-
deats who have been dlzgnosed as au-
tstle by a county team of profession-
als and have been placed In the center
program. ’

Teaching materials are equally
speclalized. One student may under.
stznd only visual commands. Another
may learn through auditory messag-
c3. Because zutlstic chlldren often re-
Iats better to objecis than people,

you'll seo that there are no two stu-
dents working on the same thing at

studenta who attend the Oakland Ine

fleld, in addition to other ciUu.
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clal education setting.

range of abllities even within that computerized course work is a god-  program for alemnntlry lnd mlddlc tricts about autlsm,” Tunnel
span.” send for some higher-functioning stu-  school the grouping worked. “Our ultimate aim s to bave mu
dents. And pearly all require tralning - program, it is ldmlnhurad by lﬁe In- More often than not, however, the au- . work at thelr mdat optimal level If it
AUTISM 1S a developmental dis-  in dally llving skills, such aa cooking. - termediate district as a "ccn'.eh tistic child’s noeds went uomet. weren't {for programs like this, many
abllity that sirikes about five cut of A kitchen nnd vocational work area,  based =pectal educatlon program™ “He'd luve difflculty,” world be In other (lnap-
every 10,000 persons and for i and collating  and accepts youngsters from through- inloning “Mike" a student  proprizto) programs.”
expressed by a wide variety of beha-  akills, are used by autistic :ludmh In outOakland Coumm with hdsollua (the pernon automati- )
vioral symptoms within the flrst  addition tosix re Tunnell figures both programs  cally repeats. worda spoken ln his F"“’ of Tunnell's studcits work in
three years of lfe. The disorder has  "Loca) districta could not oat of-  serve some 40 percent of all autlstic  presence), in & class for emotionally vocational workshop along
been linked to chemleal ure In  fectively run a similar program,”  students In Oakland County. Theother  impalred youngsters, “He'd be taken "’ meatally impaired students, An-
pregoancy and untreated rubella and  contends Tunnel, “It would be more 60 percent have o \m. Other worked part-time s & costodl.
other lllyesses, although there Is no  expentive In the long run for taxpay-  misdia, , placed In programa de-  paired students. There's & lack of un. 00 Iast year, All tho autistic stodents
single cause. ers. Would it be quality cducation? I'd  slgnid for children with other bandl- derstanding of what to do with some- 170 traited for a trade or lxwlhﬂﬂ
“If you go through the classrooms  rightly question that” caps or remaln Institutionalized. 010 who hu echolalln,” ) *“ﬂﬂWP
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once. The program I» highly Individu- Lamphere program. Three students pupll ratio {one-ta-five) of all handl- - may suspect & student 1a autistie, but thelr mmﬂ.{u work with “w'
live in Rochester, two in Birming-  caps and epelling out spocific educa-  becawse no major bebavisral prot poers.
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Harger House fate in limbo

vironment as possible,” he added.
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Liss 8lmon Both the Farmington Aru.m Club and the Farm- ] 2 { H
%ﬁ witor- Ington Area Jaycees wero to submit written pro- , oF CQMF[)H]' R
= posals by Sept. 30, dcllnut.lni plany thnt colncided B ]
‘fhe fale of the Harger House bolls down to three with historfe-district bulldlog N o
options, which range from saving the historic atruc- According to Fox. the .hym wll!zdrew their c UNT/NUES .
ture to demolishing it. tentative plany to use tha Harger House. :
In the Farmington Hills Municipal Offices Mon- . :
day afternoon, City Manager Willlam Costick and THE FARMINGTON Artists Club representa- ;
Mlyvr Jnn Dolan presided at a meeting of Lhe prio- tives, however, artived at the city hall Mondny
expected mw‘r{’ﬁ:“{h‘?&%&ﬂ the club would
A dedslon is by Thursday, Oct. 10. Acco! ub would use
That's when Standard Federal Savings of "I‘roy. ma- Harger House rooms as gailary, meeling room, off-
ty landowner of the Farmington Hunt Club sub- ice and storage space, Plans 0 expand the house to
diviston, bringn a revised apw space plan before Include more than 10,000 sdditional square feet
tho Farmington Hills Plannlng Commission. were propesed.
-The Harger House alts on the subdivision's com- ‘The expansion Included d reception ares; mullt.
mons area, which 13 Intended to be used by ull real- purpose space for exhibits, lectures, gencral month- N
dents. At this polnt, it appears that real- ly and P class- .
Adwbwiudkulowmchopuanu ursued, Tooms and support aress., . .
Standard Federal has agreed to put the three op- Realdents at that “The cost {8
tions in writing by Friday. Hunt Club realdents then immaterial. No one would offer enough to make it
will vote on them. The one nhosmwﬂlbudacdl‘: m:‘_rlt,hwhﬂetothuuidmu,"mmldmtm N
iscd lan by Oct. 10, di
t:ﬂ:v openspace plinty lwwumdnbmlummywlymwu,
well as for general tn( e through th s
‘THE OPTIONS are:
@ To demallsh the Harger House, "Wn thooght Is was 'a grul oppertunity to do .
® To allow residents to use the Harger House as something for Farmington mu:." sald Walter Red- ]
plboin ks plon mmﬂ%bmn“ by ’ du'-v it nﬁ’a“&"ﬁé‘#ﬁ:ﬂ. uamy * sald Ronald ’ or years youve ‘
uTposes, e bome for a ou eI ¥t
mwd for tetr o P o Hembres, Hunt Club resident. It isa’t appropriate kgwm that \C&a vmal is m:. .
-'rouyw-d.lmmu- whmwnn. Lo 250 way 0 keep warm on
“The council’s main concern i that the housa ba Took good md_ha'umhu ""‘,’fl
» t the beglnning of Monday’s “TT'8 UNFAIR to expect the resldents to donate .- That's ean tradition that wir
W}m i ¢ - to the community,” sald David DeTerver- | nerver chongs, though tyles
On hend for the discusslon wers five Hunt Club ~  nler, another Hunt Clob resident, “It's (the Barger may coma and ga. Gur
yealdents; Durwood Allen, vice president, and House) not our problem. Why is it oor d\ﬂy KT 3] exctuzivo 100% waol slocka by .
Fowlle, luvmey for Standard Federal Savings of 7 Why, as & bomeowners associs- “Arthut Waner ore doutta
Astials Clob tion, would we glve thia (the Harger Eouse).: ‘pleated in tron, it the Agwost
tives; Jean ch, Farmington Hilla ‘Historical Com- “It {the !hrge House) shouldn't be a free-wikl oo of tetione] dps e 2
nmmpmmnmdtwodtyailldﬂn,ﬂalnawo. . nu from you,” Fox ssld to Hunt Club mpmenla- {aatore mladdslnywr‘
velapm'; eocxdlnlg’r Lampl uhudded. . ol comion et aasa, B3 wel 83.
Ay an investor, Standard Federal, “has oo Intrin-. Several ‘residénts sald a limited ‘use lndllly
sic intercst In tho preservation of ui:ﬁ manrgcrt would %mcmv nwwmto lor the er Bo‘eu
House,” ‘Allen sald. Tho Parmington un than a communl on3 at an
Cludb Im ‘a “oniquely, elosive, difficult thing to deal Aug. 12 public burl.ug Inuxd.ed -2 small offfes”
space or & specialty library.
itk “Am,«mmmammmw
Aumﬁmotumlﬂm!pfmhammw gerve It sald. Costs, he said, be
sociation, sald ho was mada lwlre! am Harger prohibitive.. M
historical significance just al a S
E::"" ’ - als for the Harger Hoose beiors Mosdays '
For Farmington Hills Hunt Clob. residents, quali- app ot rer House hefore s
ty of 1ife Is a major concern.-Following fallure of reported that an appralser quoted .
' the sobdivislon’s stabls and riding estahlishment GlszMOwnmmw‘mmbﬂdb
hxtpu‘phm(oﬂbenbdlvwonlmmomm o state. Reddig £ald $40,082 was .
remain xnformulated. . ' hhmulum’ figure, ..
. Bepk 19, hlllodoll[arhre,"m .
dard Federal's first revised lo_{famlpmpunmh HBat costs a; pu-um. pﬂ.m .
stipulating that the Harger Hocso docs not noces- Issue la whe! mnﬂ.nx-. o
sarily have to ba ahown oa Its final draft. The two r ba desi Do - I
- bares’ where Hunt Club horses were boused are . " “TUs (the Harger Kmne) gotten very s "mw.w“
shewi 23 on that plen. D ‘ Allen satd.’ * dents tnst waat 1t rlppcd . \ oo,
schodalod for next week, according to down to bo through wml i % . :




