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“THE COMMITTEE reported out
my bill on the duty to report chlld
abuse," Honigman sald in an Interview
after the sessfon,

Present law requires teachers and
princlpals to report cases of auspected
child abuse to law cnforcement author-
itfes, he sald, but falls to impose the
same duty on the mother.

“Wo can't charge the mother (with
fallure to report) where a lYve-n boy-
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words has passed the House. “It Is pot
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"I got the ldea from )E:dSonnlck who
used to prosecute this kind of case,”
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That blll, sponsored by Rep. Mnry
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All
tles, a social worker and sheriff’
partment officers, the girl went to
pleces when telling the story to the rnro-
secutor and wound up crouching
corner of tho room.

This was the day before she was to
testify i the district court pro-trial ex-
smination. Because sha was unable to
testify, the stopfather was let off,

BINSFELY resolution, which
was pnuedb tha Senats and reported
out of the House Judlciary Committee,
won!d lack the foree of law. It asks the
stato Suprems Court to relntroduce the
“tender yonrs” exception to its rules of
evidence,

Tho tender years exception was
adoptod In 1888 but ‘abollshed by high
court decislons in 1978.
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