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A rare ginkgo tree can be found on the grounds of the
Dotrolt Zoo.
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Marshall Bacckeroot was looking for a field
project for one of his classes when ko lt.oppcd inat
tbechtmu Zoo, 1 tho landsea

eckeroot, director of the ledmolon
program at Oakland Commumity College's Auburn
ﬂlll.! campus, knew the zoo hired a new hortieutty.

ted to th 0 college’s
program with ml work, and the horticalturist, Mi-
chael Annahlghn, wanted te restoro the beauty of
the x00's botanical
“I had been driving hy tho 200 for a number of
years, and all of & sudden Just went In,” Bacckeroot
sald. “Mlke had a lot of ideas, We had a warm re-
ception. It was exciting.”

SINCE THAT mectlng, Bacckeroot's class bas
spent moaths discovering and Identifying more
than 200 varieties of troes at the zoo. Last week,
class m beled the trees for a “tree tour
gulde® for 200 visitors. A pamphelt written by the
students will accompany a map of the trees.

The z00 was created In the 1920s as a botanfea)
garden, carefully cultivated by Frank Mclnnls, one
of tho early and most prominent directors.

“There's no place llke it In Detrolt,” Anusbiglan

d, Anusbiglan got |I.|.l start at Michigan Stato

pany befora
Joining the 200 last December,
Many of the newly dlscovered trees are not na-
tive to tho reglon and bave become neglected.
“Tho grounds hero had been prelty mm:h et go
for 20 years, plus some,” Anusblglan sal

CLASS MEMBERS discovered a glnkgo tree,
called the oldest plant in the world, "like a Lvlng
fossll,” Anusbiglan eald. Found chlefly in Japan,
Korea and China, the species lived during the dino-
saur age and is nearly Immune to insects or dis-
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Marshall Baocknmol of OCC and x00 har-
Michaol A

caszes. A ginkgo can bo found behind the Pengulnar-
fam at the xoo,

‘The blg lcaf magnolla is native to central Flori-

da, Alabama, Loulstaon and Mjulsxlppl It typleat-
.dy grows to 50 fect. Tho z00's tree i3 gmaller, 18
fect, becausa of the short growlng season here.

Several Kentucky coffes trees, natives of Teanes-
soo0 and northern Missourd, were found. The zoo's
best example — 80 feet high — Is between the
parking lot and reptile bullding.

SINCE HIS arrival, Anusbigian bas tried to cre-

"efforts to map the unueuatl plant lm atthe
Z00.

ato a more pleasant enviroment for animals nnd
visitors. Sbade trees hava been planted in many
proviously baro exhiblis for tha comfort.
Mora than half the planta lormuly prunad aro
nuf-rlum. 80 Anuwsblgian has begun having them
fed to the animals. R
Ho also plans wphnuoo!hkhvurﬂam -
castern wiite ploes — along the 300's paw eo-
. trance, bc!nx bullt at Woodward and 10 Miie. The
castern white plne, by the way, Ls Michigan's state ,
tree, .
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