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bor Standards Act reform urged

April 15, according to Frank Lauhof!,
Fi public safety director. Cit-

The federal Falr Labor Standards
Act (FLSA) Is not destgned for city em-
ployees,

That's the oplalon of the Farmington
City Council, which passed a motloa to
suppart a Senate blll providing short-
term rellef for local governments. The
US. Department of Labor enforces the
act.

The FLSA calls for an undesirable
minimum wage and overtlme pay
stnicture for local governments, ac-
cordlng to Farminglon Clty Manager
Robert Deadman.

FLSA provislons were instituted

les had uatil Oct. 15 to fgure out FLSA
provizlons and ba with

ployees who work 1aore than a 40-hour

week are ellglble for time-and-a-half

overtlme pay, a provislon that creates
In

Neither the clty nor the federal govern-
ment was sure of the standards set by
the FLSA, Lauhof{ sald.

After two months of negotating a
contract with Farmington public safety
offlcers, “the feds sald your contract Is
vold," Lauboff said. “It's unfalr to the
city and the offlcers.”

“There's going to be some changes, 1
don't know what," Deadman sald, “Re-
movling avertime provislons (a a step in
the right direction."

ACCORDING TO the FLSA, clty em-

several
according to Deadman.

“Our offlcers (public safety) rotate
on a six-week schedule,” Deadman ex-
plalned. The FLSA Is sct up to cotncide
with a four-week rotatlon and a lmit of
171 howrs per four-week scheduls, or
slightly more than 40 hours per week.

The current six-week rotatlon sys.
tem for Farmington public safety offl-
cers amounts to 40 hours per week. If
changed to a four-week rotation, it
would not amount to that.

The present system was the result of
a long and drawn out pro-

Farmington, accordlag to

cexy between (e clty and public safety
uslon offlcials, Deadman said.

‘The union contract has compensation
tme provisicns and atralght time for
longer than 40-hour-a-week tralning
periods, o system that works well In
Deadman.

A POLICE department's speclal
functions would 2130 be hindered by the
FLSA, Deadman sald,

Narcotles or homicide detectivea
may work undercover 24 hours In a
raw, then take compensatlon tims to
make up for overtime. Under the
FL5A, & city would be lable for over-
time pay towards such pollce personnel

—an Y expense to the clty,
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MEET THE ARTIST

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
10 A.M..4 P.M., GIFTS, BIRMINGHAM STORE FOR THE HOME

Meaet poltery craftsman Gerald Patrick from the West Coast
See his unique stoneware...bowls, paperwelghts, free-form vases.
Each ong-of-a-kind plece s an excitlng form of creative sculpture,
made in Iatrlquing, unusual earthtone combinations in the subllest of
blends. The Collection: $30-5150.

Jacobson’s

Shop Now For the Holidays
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Deadman sald.

*'It soemus clear that the act diseriml-
nates against employees of govern-
ment who may wish to assist in a clty-
sponsored actlvity with other volun-
teers,” Deadman said.

Volunteer ootreach to the communi-
ty would be hindered.

Under the FLSA, a {ull-time city em-

mi s

tion far in excess of the compensation
lost by the employee as a result of the
local gavernments fallure to comply
with the act," he ndded.

Mayor Ed Koch sald his New York
Clty would have to pay $40 milllon to
comply with the act, Deadman safd. A
new work force could be hlred for that
amount of money.

ployee who might ¢ fn a

city hospital, recreation program or

Ilre-fighting program would be pald

time-and-a-half for cvery work hour

over 40 In a onc-week period. Because

of the expense, the clty would prohlbit
from

fy volunteer work.

“CONGRESS IS not sympathetle to
changing the act,” Deadman satd.

Congress recently postponed an la-
vestigation of the FLSA. “There are
currently pendlng at the Department of
Labor over 600 complalnts against Jo-
<z governments,” Deadman sald.

“The penalty provislons of the act
provide fincs and compensa-

F has foined the Natlonal
League of Cities in supporting Senate
Bl 1570. Tho league also sccks support
for a more comprehensive leglslation
package, which would provide a per-
manent solution to the problems
caused hy Lhis act, Deadman satd.
“Leglslation s now belng introduced
which would exempt localltics and
states from the overtime provisions of
the act and exclude Individuals who
provide services on a voluntary basls,”
Deadman said. .

‘The council’s move to support future
I P g city govi
from largs wage expenses Is only the
first step, Dendmag sald.

Discounts are offered

Farmington arca resldents who are
at least 80 years old are ellgible for

ARK

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Exprass* Card.

24150 Novi Rd. at ¢ Mite ke aam
\ 3481320 348-1323 ™% J
As Mark Twain said...

“Reports of our
demise are

exaggerated.’’
BOWL THIS FALL

« Fall League Openings
* Men/Women/Mixed
« Junlor/Seniors

ARK WEST
LANES

28435 Northwestern
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from many local merchants,
Pletures for identlfleation cards wlll
be taken from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 18, at the Farmlngton Hills Senior
Center at Mercy Center, 28600 11 Mite.

These plastic 1D. cards will enable
program partlelpants to take advan.
tage of dlscounts ranging from 4 to 40
percent. Discounts are offered on ltems
such aa automobile parts, rustproofing,
halr care, prescription drugs and eye-.
glasses.
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33224 Grand River

CARTERS

BLANKET SLEEPERS

Sizes 0-18
Infants - Boys - Girls

The Children’s Wearhouse

Downtown Farmington 474-5212
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All of Congotoum's Inloid Viny
Flooring Is now
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of beauiitul colors
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$ale Pricod Congoleum
Inlaid Vinyl Flooring |

Includes: INNOVATIONS
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Vinyl flooring. Enhance a
kitchen of these dimensions for.
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