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”,lty Born

Few cities in América have had a more exciting - Coventry Gardens,
history than the City of Livonia in the-20 years of its Park.

existence. - |
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pioneer families who cleared ‘the land, built homes
and began the task of ullmg the virgin soil. * .. F
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Livonia, Michigan:
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| W.W. (Eddie) EdgLr has been glven thousands . 1938 to its present P
of writing amgnmemtl
perman, but he tackled the writing of this pubhcatwn has served as chairf
with particular relish.

Eddie, you see,

for the last 22 years.
chairman of the Char,
Livonia's ¢ity charte]
president of Livania’s
the orgamzer and firs

vonia's Chamber of Commerce:
He has seen Livoni

in his 50 years as a newspa-; been a prime mover

* Madonna Céllege’and
Eddie. as you m:
Minute Men*who cart
ago to incorporate Li

"has been'a resident of lecma
What's more, he'was vice
er Commission that wrote

in 1949; served as vice,
first city council. and was
executive secrefary of |

WITH THIS backgrg
. and unrivaled skill
" bring.you a picture o

and rings with. aut|
.But, then. this i
does with every story

. Eddle i now
papers, but'he staflej
than 50 years agnm
from his birthplad

Leaving_high-%c

grow from 8. OOOQercom in
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formal education:to
fack with drive. pers
ity.

He hadn't been
long before the late
poet, invited Eddie
his paper as a-sports

Press 25 years. -

Eddie.|at 72,.is
newspaper: editing a
rest of theicountry a

. “All I ask,” say
let me breathe and o
find the strength to df

_' will grant Eddie Ed;

im Ca\asaixqua.; I

Along the way } E
co-ordinator for the §

npulauon of 118.000. And he has
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man.of the advisory boards at
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y have guessed, was one of the
lpalgned Vlgornusly many years
onla as a city.
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und.. plus’ a pu\verful mcmory
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5 something lhal Eddle Edgar
he writes. *

ving edllar for Observer News:

il his career.in journalism nore
Allentown, Pa.; justa few %‘i/lcs
rade to help

ool in the ni

he)
sup, sort his  family. Eddle brought litt}e in the way of
his work.'But hei made up this.

stence and an un[lagging curios-

in the pewspaper business .{oo
Edgar Gueat farfed Free Press

o comeé’to Detroit and work on
WriterJEddié came. worked his

way up to[cporu editor. and <layed with the Free

me to be bowlmg

tate of Michigan.

bne pf the undisputed deans of
d. writing in Michigan and the -
well. - ’
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s a story-teller, he is ‘able to *

retldem< agreed to mu:rporale as a home rule ony f
This was not as easy as it first appeared. r

The township offidials immediately were :chal» .

lenged in their plan by:a group in the s |easl sec-
tlon that wanted to incorparate just three tqur’é miles
as the City of Elm. This plan would have taken‘in the
GM plant. thé race track-and the Ford parts depot.
All sorts of promises were made, even to the
point where concrete streets would be the order of

the day and every child would be guaranteed a col-

lege education.
This brought on'a [lght that carried th
‘Wayne County Board of Supervisors and
* before the l0\\n<hxp officials won. .

Thg Voters then selected a charter

rough tixe
he courts

sion.. along \wth Mrs Nettie Carey‘ Harvey Jahn,
Jokth: Whitehead and William Taylor.

) Over the first four years the transition moved
rapu‘lly. By this time the population had jumped
above 18 000 and large developers invaded the area.

SUDDENLY it was realized that such things as
: \vate; andl sewers were needed.-And there was need
for botk.a fire department and a police department.
-'l‘hese vere started and the Department of Public
Works began fo function. -
“The- incorporation of the 36 tqnare miles was a
-courdgeous stand, but problems started to mount.
-'Through a series of -ordinances and some stalwart

that intluded Harry S. Wolfe, chairman: W.W. Ed-

.gar. vice cliairman. Cail Wagenschutz. Ray Grimm, .
Rudolph Kleinert, Ered Weinert. Daniet \TcKmney

‘Leo P. Nye and Wllllam Brasliear.

“election of Town':hlp Superv1<or Jess Zeigler as the

Wolfe. Edgar and Grimm from the charter commi:

*member of the Livonia DPW, suffered-a heart attack and"

two members of the construction crew were' electro--
cuted. The fire started by .a spark from an‘acetylene™
,mrch that found its way i |mo the oil lines and 'drip pans
<in all parts of the building. The fire was out of control:
hen. the firemen arrived on the scene.

first mayor. and a seven-man council that included”

ithey were met. A new city hall was built at
f $282.000 and the city really was in business..
fire department quickly was augmented. So
pnllce department and the city was lmm-

a cost
Th
the
i
g

was

e the hrct qgm of unrest as the
ious areas started clamoring for
{and: wager The township had stafted a water
depa’tment but it was madequate to handle the new,
ems until help came.
Sewers were another matter.

In the claméring came a new political machine;
nown as The Monitors. who promised a sewer sys-
tem that would-provide more service. This group.

the <amtary sewer:

It was a popular move and in the 1954 election '
. the-Mohitors toppled the *‘Old Guard” and installed
Elbert Hartom. a.chicken farmer from the northeast
<ect|onl as the mayur Then things really began to
happen.

First: he appomled a chap named Russell Ash-
more a§ the city attorney. Ashmore, in turn. started
all <o& of mve:llgatlom even to calling ‘*hooded” .

\ntness}e< in some of his cases.
* s ox

Cemetéry at the corner of Six Mile Rd. and Middle
Belt. He charged first that it. was being used as a
_burial ground by the: Cleveland-Chicago underworld.
Next. he claimed a murder was committed at the
race tra k and that the victim was buried i in uniform
in{the mlddle of night.

l Ashmore swore that he' went fo the cemetery in
the dead of night and dug up the grave himself and
Qaw the uniformed body.

l ‘By this time;the city was in'an uproar. .

l Finally, city‘council set up its own investigating
committee with power of subpeona and started hear-
mgs in the new city hall.

None of Ashmore’s charges could be proven and
-the city council asked Mayor Hartom to- remove the
attorney from office. He refused. The council, acting
Continved on Page 12

Much Hl,§t01' ertten

Inside Thes

No b_llilding in the City of Livonia has a more
colorful history than the old white bujlding on the
north-side of Seven Mile Rd.. a short distance \vest
of Farmisigton Rd.

Standingy there. partly hidden; b\' trees’ and
shrubbery. is a link.with'the dava[belore the Civil

War when Livonia Township was little more than a T~ ¢

few houses in an agricultural oasis.

Kiwown as Friendly. Acres, it is the headqhar- .

ters ofithe Historical Society. but within its walls a
lot of ;\mencan lnsézon' was-acted am:l written;
B(nlL in 1846-for the Livonia meetings of the
Reli, Society of Friends commonly known as
Quakers. it was constructed of hand hewn oak
beams and the JOlSl's are made of l(nnch logs.

JT ALSO boasts a l\eystone-shaped fireplace
that" was' hand-made and throughout. all of ils
rooms there are sngns of American hxslor\ in the
raw .

S
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FRIENDLY ACRES — This peaceful, quiet struc-
ture belles a turbulent past. OnceAaccordmg 10 words |
passed down by time, it served 3s an underground
headquarte(s duung the slave days. And it becarne the

1
7 +
{ . Li

e Old Walls

It served its purpose in the early years as the
Quaker meeting house. Then. according to some of
the words passed down through the years. it be-

v came an underground headquarters. during the
8 slave days. And it becafne the feeding ground for”
that kind of labor.

¢ ‘It first was converted to a residence in 1860

anrl then allowed:to deteriorate with the ravages

of time, .
: Sensing its valie to future generations. theé
ity acquired the property and had it restored in

1944.- . B

[ In those days it shared honors with the little
~old red school house that stood on the southeast
corner of Six Mile Rd, and Newburgh Rd. This was

“ the oldest school house in Michigan at the time it -

“a= razed several years ago.

" | -With its passing. Friendly Acres now stands-

- alone as the most colorful fiistorical site in the
city.

‘leedmg ground lor lhal kind of labor. For many years
jFriendly Acres was allowed to deteriorate. But the city
.Iakhers sensmg its historical ‘value for future genera-

[tions. restored it in 1944, ~

argued 1again<l combined sewers and concentrated on -

M()ST OF HIS charges had to do with Brookside



