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Schools Lead Clty s

Nuthmg throughout lhe 36 square rmles hat
comprise the City of| Livonia has gmwh moré than
the schooi system.

Starting with three small schools at- the turn of
the century--Stark, Ulvunla Center and Elm-it now
boasts four high schonls 10 junior high schools, and
35 elementary schools-with a fifthihigh school under
consideration. i

And the end is not yet in sight.

In the far northwestern sectin of the city there
still is much vacant|land. When that is. developed
there will be need fdr additional buildings. And as
the population grows, lfthere will be need rnr additions
and new buildings. A
. ox

YET, with ail the growth and the amazing lex-

pansion of facilities, /the Livonia schools have kept

up withr the national pace of instruction and.now are -

rated as good, or better than most other ¢ity
tems. e

The growth has been so steady that oftimes;
has been taken for grant

One Livonian pointed out the other’ day-—

ys-
it

“When I 'moved to Livonia back in 1938, I could -

stand in my back yard and within a- one—mi.le circle
we had one or two schools-Livonia Center-and Pler-
son. Now we've got two high schools-Bentley and
Stevenson, three junior highs and sevéral elemen-
tary schools all in the same circle”.

With the growth, the cost also sky-rocketed and
the present budget calls for the expenditure of '$14.5
-miltion- with another: bond issue coming up inafew
‘months.

When Ron’ Upton, superintendent of schools,
announced his propoSal for a band shell and an
amphitheater in the! wooded area between Merri-

man Rd. and the Bychanan School.. it -was like an. *

echo out of the past.

This wooded area, one.of the most beautiful jof -

all plots in Livonia,jwas first nggettgd as-a ity
park and outdoor amphitheater back iR1952. .

At that time Harry S. Wolfe. the Realtor |at
the time who was sérving as president of the city
council, had hopes of developing it, along with the
Lee estate, into a high-class residential area.

But. when approached with the idea of a de-
veloping a ity park, he agreed and ‘sold the 25
acre parcel to the city for $8.000.. -

‘The’ purchase started the momentum for
city park and the Li
by {Lester McCoy,:a professor of music at Al
Arl:)or joined forces with the hope of having
band shell and th anjphitheater that would accom-
modate at least 5.000 persons on the slope. . *

‘It_was not to become a realit

. orasfast.

Band Stiell Site

a
onia Civic Chorus, conducted executive branch.

. council p :

Growth .

In the 20 year of the city's existence only three
men have held the position of superintendent. At the
time of incorporation the head man was Harry John-
son, an eternal; opumlst who vnsnoned the great pre-
sent system, - t

. Following. him came Benlon Yates whu retired
seberal years ago to accept a position as head of the
education departnient of ‘the Southeastern Michigan
Council of Government. And -later, Rolland Upton,
who had been businéss manager under Yates, was
elevated {0 the. tap post. o

There is & ifonic toych to the history of the
schools in the city in thatJohnsop, the man who pre-
dicted the miajor growth and kept pleading that plans
should be madfor it, was relieved of his duties. -

But, the growth that Johnson envisioned' has
come tq pasgand even has exceeded his dreams.

THROM the dlssolutmn of the Nankin Mills
School Distrift Jjnd other changes in boundaries, the
Livonia system* has acquired in its school district

_parts of areas that are now:located in the Cities of .

Westland and Dearborn Heights.

This has brought about a umque situation:!

The northeast section ‘of . the” city, commonly
known as Clarencevillg;”is’ “in that school distriet,
while the area across the’ city limits to lhe south isin
the Livonia:district,

-That: uniqueness duesnt appear on the surface.
But' the unlqne/aﬂ mazing growth is everywhere
and the-end is not in_sjght.

' Few other school systems have grown as much-

Has A His tOr;y |

nvever' were pfann d at the site), succeeding in ob-

taining an injunction that, stopped the plan--until
. the school ‘board
newed: the dream

acquired the property and re-
.of a music center and a band

Aa Makes. It
hers Failed:

Although he :}as been! in -office only several -
months, Mayo Edward MfNamara can claim one.
distinction as'ghe city’" &hief executive. He is the
first ruember e citypeouncil to make the jump
from the legis atvelbody to, the top, role in the

(YR
J\l‘ niembers ‘have fried " m the
with failure at the polls.
Among them |were- Harry S. Wolfe, former
ident; (W. W. Edgar, former vice pres-
council; and Peter Ventura, member
resent couneil; who ‘missed <everal years .

Several coun
past, only to meet

_ident
Jof the
ago

Ve

- City of Livonia.

From Dpen Farmland

4 Enclos_ed Shoppmg_}MaIl

Looking back 30 years to the
Northwest corner of\Middlebelt: and
West Seven Mile Road one would have
seen a small farm set amidst more
than*60 acres of pasture. ¢

Today this corner is the home of . ‘

Livonia Mall, one of the:nation’s larg-
est, most modern eneloced mall shop-

. pmg centers.

In"addition to pruvndmg residents
with 52 stores and services in 700,000
square feet of enclosed shopping ‘area,
the Mall makes a significant economic
contribution to the City of Livonia as
its second largest taxpayer, and an
employer of 3,500.

The Malt was officially opened on

Thursday, October 29, 1964 after five
years of labor and:a $25,000,000 invest-

ment by owners® Geurge Klem and .
Jack Shenkman. o

In 1959 Klein ‘and Shenkman life

- long Detroit area residents; purchased

the land for-the Mall;, and:touched off
a long.series of events leading to the
final completidn " of the Mall. First.
there was the .matter of - having the
land rezoned for commercial use. Then
the problems of improvements in high-
ways and sewage facilities_had.to be
resolved. There were long periods of:
negdtxatmn, but solutions came -with'
the full cooperation of. afﬂclals of (he

" tain provided a focal poin
- tossing shopper: and artifici
. were “planted throughouf the Mall.

- .sented- “a concrel

" ment stores will, provid

! to customers.

Architects for:the completely
roofed, all-weather Mall were King
and Lewis, a Detroit based firm. The
emphasis was -on_‘‘openness” with
large courts, promenades, and an ab-
sence of store fropts? Lighting was to

" be subdued from natiral and artificial

.sources fo give emphasis to intense
individual store lighting. A. large foun-

Schostak-Bros. & Co.; Iric: acted as
leasing agents for Klein’and Shenk-
man. One, June 26, 1962 the official
announcement:bf plans for the Mall —
with Sears and meleys as_major
tenahts — was made Sy

The Sears store (250, 000 square
feet) and the Crowley's store (125,000)
ranked among; thet largest ever built
for these major retailers.. Company
officials said -that their stores repre-
cete reflection of their
ncunhdence in the economy” of the
'Livonia area. They also stated that
“the: presence-of two full lipe depart-

F a well-
rounded shopping center.” | )
In June 1963 ground was officially

1964 Livonia-Mall 0|
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Sears is proud to be a part-of thls fast growmg city

With a l’cpula\‘lml built on good vaIues t'ur treatment and customer satisfaction.
combined A )

the success of this grolving community: Sears looks forwa

to shiring the future with our many friends in the ity of Ll\oma.




