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THE FATE of the bistorlc

aroington
Bubdlvislon was awmml by
planning commissicoers Oct. 10,
But what's to bocome of the 149-
year-old Harger House, which sits n
tha subilvislon's Conmuss area
fronting Halsted
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The body of a 50-year-old woman
was found In her Farmington Hllls
house following "a suspiclous” fire
Monday cvening.

Fircfighters found the body of Mar-
lene F. Edwards, after extingulshing a
flre on Rhopswood Drive, [p fashion-
ahle Meadowbrook Hllls, near Eight
Mile and Halsted.

Mrs. Edwards dled prior to the fire,

Interim
chief is

~-chosen

abam Lewls, assistant superin-

O.cndcnl of specinl scrvices for Farm-

ington Public Schocls, will scrve as in-

terim superintendent when u:hool chief
Lewls Schulman retires Dec. 3.

Wlmout discussion, the Fnrmlngtan

apparently of natural causes, Farming-
ton Hills Fire Chief Richard Marinuccl
sald late Wednesday, He sald he's
awalting the medical examiner’s writ-
ten report about the exmct cause of
death.

Farmlngton Hllls Fire Lt. Peter
Baldwin labeled the flre susplclous,
pending results of the autopsy by the
Oakland County medical examiner and
znzalysls of fire samples by the Michi-
gaa State Pollce Crime Laboratory in
Northville.

“We've got to put all the pleces to-
gether before we can come up with a
fﬁcx'lﬂlnﬂ1 tloa about the fire,” Baldwin

MARINUCCT SAID he's hoping labo-
ratory analysls of fire aamples will
provido a clue to the fire's cause. He's

pl 8 to analyze color photos of
the flve taken by frec-lance photogra-
phers. "‘We're hoplng theyll show the
fire's intensity, which mlzht Indicate
what may have been burning."
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have arrived home, It developed faster
than a smoldering-type flre.”  *
The {lre i3 believed to have started
on the flrst floor — In the ares of the
y room npear the back of the
bouse, where the body was found, in-
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“I conyider It a compllment to me,”
said the 53-year-cld Lewls, who came
to the district in 1972 as director of
special education. “I will be working
vcry. very closely with Lewis Schul-

to make sure the transition is
om.h."

In 1961, Lewls’ title was changed to
assistant mpuinmdwt of apocial ser-
vices in charge of apecial education as
well as the gifted, reading and early

sald.

A next-door nelghbor, Helen Oswald,
satd Mrs. Edwards “was a lovely per-
son. Any time you nceded her, she was
there. She was a good nelghbor, and I'm
golng to mizs ber."

Oswald told bow she called Mrs. Ed-
wards for help when she had a kitchen
fire about alx years ago, Mrs, Edwards
came over immedinately and leot a
hand. “I wish I could hdve dooe the
same (o her,” Oswald sald.

THE EDWARDS moved In about 12
years ago, according to Oswald.
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By Liss Stmon .
stotf writer:

~hlus offles on the 17th

Foundatlon For the Arts
{MFFA), aits behind a desk crowded
with papers.
Although the office Is plaln — a
few notes taped on the bare walls, a
few framed posters leaning beaeath
the window — Werba's articulate
promation of the arts fills the room
with color,

‘The 10-year Farmington Hills res-
Ident says she “lives and breathes
the arts, 24 hours a day.” Her duties
as MFFA executive director include
program adminlstration, newsletter
writing and editing, and publle reln-
tions.

“The MFFA is Mlchigan's best-
kept secret,” Werba said. “Not
enough people know about us and
what we do. Not emongh people
know how many fine artists aud art

RANDY BORST/etaft photoprapher
Barrie Worba, a 10-yoar Farmington Hills rosldont, says she “lives and breathos the arts, 24 hours

Crusader
Hooked on the arts? You bet!

people
the MFFA
rt 1o artists

other foundations,

In four wayx:
® Cash prizes through a competl-
tive program,
© Grants to arts organizations
for specmc projects,
00 scholarships to college
u:ulm wl!.h proven o and

‘Thie Michigan _
Faundation fow thoArte -
Ia Michigan’s best-kept
sacrel. . . Not enough
people know how
many fine ariists and
art achools there are In
Michigan.’
— Barrio Verbs,
HFFA oxecutive director

artistlc excellence.

o Michigan Artista Awards,
$2,500 cazh prizes that go to flve
outstanding artists each year.

Artista in the visual, musieal, lit-
erary and dance flelds are eligible

for such support. Says Werba: “I

dedieal
that won't bring floaccial reward.

College in New York City. Before
moving to Michigan 20 years ago,
sho beld jobs in advertising produc-
tion and publlahing in New York

City.

Her husband, Gabriel, 12 execu-
tive vice president of Anthony M.
Franco a downtown Detrolt

pabllc relations firm,
Wh

en the Werbas' children,
8chool

ty Frank Lauboff echoed Dolan's sentl-
ments about the proposed emergeocy
: “I¢ 12 ooe of the best
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. Under tbe E-9-1-1 proposal, the coun-
ty will pay 100 percent of the initiat
$600,000 cost of the rewiring necessary
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