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Hills’ charter
Tread cautiously

Whereas a constitution ad-

dresses rights indicative of a rep-

resentative democracy, a charter lists

government pollcles often patterned after
those in established nearby citles.

Despite the difference, a city charter
isn't something that should be changed by
whim. Amendments should come only af-
ter scrutiny by city officlals and evalua-
tion by clty voters.

Tuesday, Nov, 5, Farmington Hills vot-
ers will be asked to consider amending
their city charter for only the second time
since Farmington Township incorporated
in 1873.

The minimal number of proposed
amendments signals the clty council’s un-
derstanding that the charter isn’t & script
to be recast at will.

CITY charter doesn't carry the same
: weight as a state constltution.

WHILE SIZING up charter amend-
ments may not seem as exciting as sizing
up councl] candldates, they nonetheless
deserve every voter’s attention.

Passing up the chance to cast a vote on
such amendments leaves the decislon to
others, some of whom may have a vested
Interest and some of whom may not have
the slightest idea what they're voting on.

So come Election Day, Farmington
‘Hills voters should make it thelr business
ito vote on each of the five charter amend:
irnents. Thoy also should make sure they
know exal ‘what passage and denlal of

ctl
..deach amendonent Wodld bring,
17 After a studled analysls of each of the

ifive ballot propositions, we encourage
wvoters to sy yes to A, B, D and E. At this
time, we don't see the merjts of passing
‘Proposltion C.

1@ PROPOSITION A

} "A" would altow newly elected councll
uembers to take offlce at the first regular
mectlng followlng certlficatlon of the electlon
‘rather than the following Jan, 1.

: We llke the proposed change because it
+would remove the lame-duck period.

That would prevent defeated or retlring
councll membera from steering & vote — vot-
Ing on an issue in a way they wouldn't have
v:eled bad they again had to face the elector-
ate.

The proposal also would prevent a lame
duck from influenclng city policy while bring-
l:ﬁs aboard voter favorites as quickly as possi-

e, .

© PROPOSITIONB

“B" calls for councll appointees to run at the
next odd-year geperal election rather than at
the next November general electlon,

This proposal weuld give all council con-
 tenders equal footing at election time, It also
;would probably produce a better counell be
1cause voters would have more opportunity to
| conslder contenders,

At present, candidates during an even-year

when amending it

general electlon face having their race over-
shadowed by presidentia), state and county
battles.

It mukes sense to have all councll contend-
ers run duriog odd-year general clectlons,
when the ballot Isn't as crowded and the lasues
aren't spread so thin,

© PROPOSITIONC

"C" would ¢limlnate the need for a primary
election to nominate city councll candidates.

There are good arguments for doing away
with primarles, For example, the clty could
face baving to spend at least $10,000 to ellmi-
nate one candidate. The charter calls for a pri-
mary if there are alne or more candldates.

In the eity's 12-year history, however, there
bave been only two primaries — 1979, when
there were 10 candidates, and 1977, when 11
candldates turned out. In elther case, [t proba-
bly woulda't have been & big deal to add two or
three more names to the general election bal-

ot.

The danger of eliminating the primary lics
In the years ahead. In the wake of Farmingion
Hills' booming growth — and as zoning, plan-
ning and other hot Issues take root — it's possl-
ble more and more pecple will want to vie for
a seat on the clty's governing board. Without a
primary, could yau imagine the nightmare that
voters would face if 15 or 20 candldates sur-
faced?

Granted, that's not likely to happen. But
we'd feel much more at ease about doing away
with the primary after a few more clty clec-
tions go by — and a truer pattern of candidate
interest is establlshed.

® PROPOSITIOND co
D" would let members of city boards and
ons becoma council with-
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WE'RE KILLING the middle class and
“hat's a danger to the freedom that we
have known in this country for so long.

“The $24,000 lot is on Its way out,” said

Mool

out first having to resign.

ntly, prospective council candidates
must glva up thelr seats on other city pancls
before Election Day. That, we think, is wrong.

‘The origlnal thinking might have been that a
council candidate couldnt devote sufficient
time to another board or commisslon. Or It
might have been that serving on such board or
commilsslon gave a councl] candidate an unfalr
advantage.

Those arguments are merely speculative.
What's mare, they're marglnal when compared
to a board or commlsston losing perhaps one of
Its best members only because hie or she cares
enough about the clty to seck a seat on the
city's governing beard.

® PROPOSITIONE

“E" would glve the assessor’s board of re-
view more Ume to bear questions from proper-
ty owners and complete necessary paperwork.

1t also would require tha assessor to notlly
property owners of any aasessment Increase -
not just if it's & perceat or more.

‘The changes would bring city assessment
pollcy in conformance with state law. We don't
see the changes dolng anything but benefiting
local taxpayers.

Remember, Regardless of how you feel
about the propositions, make sure yon vole
Tuesday, Nov. B.
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the pap

This bit of ‘alarming news had passed
my way via a concerned and obvlously
alarmed resldent. More people should
know, he noted.

“Sure enough,” I thought rather cyni-
cally,“and so has the $3,000 car and the
$20,000 home." .

BUT A FEW weeks back I was mental-
ly shocked out of my price stupor and re-
minded of how alarming the houslng situ-
ation I3 for many, Once again, & newspa-
per article dld the trick.

“Homearama '86: Builders showcase
their best.” ’

This article featured the annual housing
event of the year in southeast Michigan
where several developers featured models
they hope will entice consumers to buy. A
natural-born browser, I dug right in to see
what was new,

Sticker shock was too mild a word to
describe the feeling. Those 14 models

-were priced anywhere hetween $400,000

and $800,000. .

My mind skipped back to a few conver-
satfons I had with someone who lived in a
place called Levittown,

impossibie dream

d to price the homes so a GI and

crackerbarrel
debate

_ Steve
Barnaby

LEVITTOWN (actually there were
three) was the brainchlid of Abraham
Levitt and sons-Alfred and Willlam. Thelr

-coneept was to build an affordable house

with all the amenities for a small, middle-
income family. They primarily were bullt
for GIs just home from World War 11,

Sociologist Herbert Gans told us about

it In his book, “The Levittowners.”
d p sounds like
out of a fantasy land:

“The houses were designed with young
children in mind, with bedrooms just large
enough to serve as playrooms as well, an
extra bathroom for them and the kitchen
located so mothers could watch their chil-
dren play outside.” .

But the drearn just begins there.

The builder supplled all the kitchen ap-
pllances and absorbed the 5 percent set.
tlement costs, bullt and donated the
schools, subsidized its operation and still

his wife could afford it.

BUT YOU'VE got to hear someone talk
about Levittown to understand what it difi
for America, M

My coatact und her hushand bought into
the New Jersey development in 1949.
They put down $400, pald $65-a-month
house payments and $10 a year for water.
She just kind of laughs when she talks
about her $8,400 home. True it hadn't &
basement or garage. But “each section
had a village green and stores and very
good schools,” she says. :

Levittown and its progeny were hausing
concepts that gave young Americans the
chunce to grow and to make a dream
come true."Sure the scale was different.
But maybe it was more sane. N

Each year we bulld larger and more ex-
pensive homes that shut out more middle
class familles. Certainly a market exists
for the half million dollar home. In every
society since the beginning of time, rich
people have been around.

But we must preserve the middle class,
We must preserve a system that allows
young persons to get a start on life — a
chance to become part of the middle clasd,

If we continue on the road to more anf
more expensive housing, we could very
well kill the goose that lays the golden
eggs. ’ -

What price public office?

STATE TREASURER Robert Bowman
is under fire for his role in helping solicit
campaign ‘contributions for the next re.
election campalgn of Gov. James Blanch-

ard.
Some eritics have suggested that he did
more than make llsts of New Yol:k-bnsed

—

1y for

and the look

‘Bob
Wisler

bondlng attorneys and fal houses
who “might” possibly contribute to the
governor's re-election.

One critic has fmplied that Bawm'nn's

has $1.5 milllon in his political campalgn
fund and is still intent on ralsing more, to
beat a candidate wh:l:x ll:mly aghostof a

role amounted to coerclon. The Impl
tlon belng that if you don't cough up you
won't get any of the constderable bonding
buslness that the state of Michigan awards
to New York flrms.

Bowman has refused to take such a rap
clal that all he did was prepare the
lists of possible contributors.

IT IS probable that Bowman is no more
gullty of arm twisting than any of hun-
dreds of government and party offlclals
engaged in sollciting campalgn funds for a

. variety of national, state, county and local
offices.

One of the problems with clecting offi- ’

clals to any job Ls that the election process
hag become big business engaglng the tal-
cnts of a variety of arm-twisters, fund-
raisers, image-bullders and assorted
dream-weavera. -

There i3 a serlous race golng on in Vir-
ginia for governor, which one expert esti-
mates will cost various donors $7 million.

_ DETROIT MAYOR Coleman Young

chance of defq

Politiclans In Wayne County are gear-
Ing up to run for Wayne County executive.
The experts say a légitimate contender
should plan on spending $400,000.

Even races for localofflce are horren-
dously expensive. In Livonla, some council
candidates have already reported spend-
ing $15,000 In the primary and the general
electlon isn't until November, .

The problem with such extravagant
election di that offl ki
and office-holders hive to rely too much
on large contributors to easure any tenure
inoffice. : :

Unfortunately, tha averaga John Q. Cit-

Izen is not interested enough In providing. .
and the -

funding for political campaigns
politiclans have to turn to

additional cash. "

It all works to create an atmosphére
where the office seekers and holders féel
more of an obligation to the big politital
contributors than to the average citizen);

‘What Is needed is a thorough serutiny of
the kinds of expenses belng plled up and a
decision to set limits or what will be spent
in any given campaign, .

Most of the spending on political cam-

palgns Is useless — primarily for TV or
radlo ads that repeat endlessly inane mes-
sages the creators hope will do nothing
more than firmly implant the name of
their candidate in the minds of voters, or
for home-delivered literature, which is
barely or rarely read. '
- THERE HAVE been some efforta to
hold down the costs of campaigns, In
Michigan, the Legislature has . limited
spending on gubernatorial races — to $1
million in the general election — if candi.
dates take the matching funds that can be
applied for by candidates who ralse a
minimum of $50,000.

But there ia-still a long way to go to
keep the political procesa from becomlig
an ov ding politlcal headache, which

which as often aa not wish to curry faver
of government for some business advan-
tage. . :

THE OFFICE-SEEKERS {hink they
have to spend just as much as the next
guy, the cost of campalgning cscalates

keeps g officlals bebold:
the big contributora. R
The Legislature should look into limit-
spending In races for state, county apd
local offices 8o that the costs are reason-
fahly related to the importance of the off-

‘Isw




