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Hills council candidates share the podium

Conlinued from Page 1

© THE CANDIDATES were asked
whether they would be willing to de-
vote more of the city's allocation to the
bousing rehabllitation program.

- Of the city's $363,500 113 CDBG funds

TALK OF the federnl program con-
tinued wlth ancther audience question.
Candidates were asked if they would
allpcate money from the clty's general
fund budget for housing rehabilitation
and capital §improvements for low-to-
moderate-income resldents In the event
the federal gi stopped pro-

for 1985-86, councll
350,000 for adminlstratlve costs,
$130,896 for housing rehabilitation and
$182,700 for capltal Improvements.
Desplte acknowledglng the need for
the houslng rehabllitation program (the
clty provides grants and low-lnterest
foans to low-to-moderate-lncome resl-
dents for housing repairs and Improve-
ments), the candidates agreed that ablo-
¢atlng more money for caplital im-
‘provements benefits many more peo-

le.

P “I think we get a blgger buy for the
-buck for the capital needs of the infras-
‘tructure,” sald Soronen, also Farmling-
‘ton/Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce exccutive dlrcetor.

The rehabllitation program loans are
repaid at low Interest. Repayment of
the loans helps continue the program.
Ye! the capital Improvements provide
“long-term benefits," Soronen added.

. BOTH DOLAN and Marks cchoed
similar sentiments.

Much of the CDBG money allocated
for capltal Improvements has been
used for paving and dralnage projects
in Scction 36 — a low-fo-moderate-in-
come arca — sald Dolan, current may-
or and an 11.year council veteran. The
CDBG moncy has helped reduce resi-
dents’ paving assessments.

Uncertain whether the federal gov-
crnment  wlll  continge providing
CDBG's, Marks sald he prefers taking a
greater portion of the funds for capltal
Improvements, such as drainage proj-
ects, because “It facllitates an Im-
provement for more people.”

Grant, former Farmington Commu-
nity Library Board of Trustees vice
presldent, said he was unfamiliar with
. the CDBG program.

vlding CDBG money.

“At the moment, 1 don‘t know," Soro-
nen sald, “That would be a tough decl-
sion because there aren't many spare
dollars (ln the clty’s budget).”

Providing local tax dollars for feder-
ally funded programs means other pro-
grams or services the clty offers would
have to be dropped or reduced, she add-
ed

Before councll decldes how the
CDBG money will be spent, public
hearings are scheduled for resldents to
offer thelr suggestions. And other than
the true-blue councll the me-

"I can't concelve of any clty turning
(ts back on a citlzen in needs,” Mearks
sald, “Where It would come from, I am
not prepared to say.”

SINCE IT s ooly a matter of time
before the CDBG funds will no longer
be provided, the city “to some extent,
wlll have to become the safety net. If It
gets to no other cholce, the clty will
bave to step In," Dolan said.

A supporter of helplag resldents —
especlally the elderly — remaln In
thelr own houses, Dolan said the city
witl have to cooperate with the schoo)
dlstrict and other governmental agen-
cles as well as civie groups to help resl-
dents In necd.

wonh_freae /e

dia and councll members, few attend
the hearlngs, “There 1s na & hue and cry
out there o0 sce what we are dolng with
these funds,” Dolan said.

The CDBG money has not been
“frittered away,” Dolan continucd. But
with the money It has, councll would
complete improvements that have the
most permanent benefit to residents,
she added.

MARKS SUGGESTED that council
would have to look at the budget before
any declslon was made about using lo-
cal dollars to support programs pald
for wlth federal funds. “To make any
kind of unilateral promlse would be
facctious,” he said.

Grant agreed wlth other candldates.
“1 don't know. 1 personally can't deter-
mine the beneflt of the program,” he
sald. But, he added, programs such as
houslng rehabllitation would have to be
compared wlith other programs now
funded by Tocal dollars.

Whether the city would contloue to
help low-to-moderate-Income realdenta
If the federal government stopped pro-
viding CDBG money also was a topic of
debate,

;'éi;SiIky Sullivan set
1o talk about books

Elementary school ago chlldren are
»dnvited to meet and talk with local au-
wthor' Sliky Sulllvan — known for Lhe
“3Heary and Melinda” series of sports

atories — 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, at
titbs Parm Hills branch of
.Farmington Communlty Library, 32737
-W. 12 Mite.
‘The lbrary Is sponsoring the cvening
“fn recognition of Chlldren's Book Wecek,
* Nov. 11-17,
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Sullivan will discuss her books, how
to get & book published and how she
selects an lllustrator for her stories.

Her book’s include, “Mystery at the
Bas! Game,” "Henry and Melln-
da Team Up,” ‘Rollersikates,” and *B
Street Five.”

Enrollment is limited to 50 chlldren.

Parents may register thelr chlldren
beginning Oct. 29 by calling the Hills
branch at 553-0300.
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Keep that summer tan all year long!
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Phllosophically, it sbould be the
city's responaibllity {o help resldents in
, Grant ‘said. “That's an ideallstlc
mﬂgt of view, though. And I am a real-

Regardless of whether money could
be allocated from the city’s budget (or
programs such as housing rehabillta-
tlon, counci] would still be restricted by
the voters. The voters are the ones who
declde what services are to be provid-
cd. But if money was avallable [n the
budget, be would help resldenta in need,
Grant sajd,

Soronen suggested that resldents
could be hel| through a program
simllar to the housing rehahititation

HARDWARE

program. The city could offer loans
that would be repald and continue the
program without creating a burden on
taxpagess.

“I have no problem acecpting these
grants,” she said. “We have every right
to get some of our tax dollars back.”

Dolan added that CDBG funds are dl-
vided among communities and statey
fairly. The city la ot taking something
that doesn't belong ta It

Grant agreed. “T would never tuini
away those dollars,” he sald. Although
F Hills Is considered pros.
perous, a lot of resldents are still in
need of help, heeald.

IN RESPONSE to a question about
why Farmingten Hills — considered by
most as a prosperous commanlty —
takes CDBG money when other cities
such as Detrolt are in more need, Dolan
angrily defended the city’s use of the
federal grants.
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CANDIDATES NIGHT

Farmington Hills Candidates Night g
may be sean Tuesday, October
29,1885 1pmand 7 pm A

Fannington Candidates Night may
bae geen Wednesday, October 30,
1885 12:00 pm and 6 pm

"ELECTION COVERAGE
Live Election coverage on Election
. : zlghl. As naver beforei)l;now what

@ savings
Hurry! Sele End3

on other fi
rd

1 11x14
T Now .5.95
only (rag. 12.50)

‘I otter good ttirough
COUPON MUST

! From your 3Smm negélivac .
M g O

11-2:8!
CCOMPANY ORDE!

"COLOR

ENLARGEMENTS

o

“Noy '5, 1985 Tuesday Eve-
ning anerpoilac{nseb-ﬂgm B

'~ Watch Channel 12 at your

.. Cablecasting Programs
Monday through T
00'prn’

12:00 pm to 4 ;
00 pm to 10:09‘pr3\
TR oty




