DES drug case called ‘landmark’

Attorneys for 240 women who veached sottle-
ments last week Ln thelr lawsulty agatnst 18 maoy-
faciurers of the drug DES sald the 11-year caze
fundamentally changed America’s common law
and wlll result in more certaln future protection
agalnat all types of toxic substances,

Attotneys for the Detroit law flrm of Charfoos,
Christensen & Archer handled the largest DES mul-
tiple litigation in the nation — and the largest mu-
lutiple Utigation In Michlgan history.

The case lavolved “DES daughters” whose moth-
ers had taken diethylstilbestrol (DES) while preg-
naat, hoping the synthetlc estrogen would help pre-
vent miscarriages. From 1947 to 1971, the drug was
prescribed for hundreds of thousands of women.

the particular dosage that thelr indlvidual mothers
recelved, Chaxfoos sald.
which never

]
t, are: Bl Lilly & Co., E.R. Squibb & Sens, Blue
Co,, B Wellcome Co., Cole Pharma-
centleal Co,, Central Pharmacoutical Co., Kremers-
Urban Co., McNeil Laboratories, Merck Sharpo &
Dohme, Rexall Drug Co., William J. Rorer Inc,, S.J.
Tutag & Co,, Schering Corp., Upjohn Co. and Vale
Chemical Co.-

ATTORNEYS FOR the daughters won & Michl. ‘

gan Supreme Court ruling last year that If an indf-
viduzl DES daughter were unable to identify the
manufactarer of the DES taken by her mother, sho

d J. Dou;l-u'l’euu, managing partner
law flrm.

“In cases relating to suck Incidents as water po)-
lution and toxle waste, this same prinelpla could be
applied. Tho effects of these types of damaging
events often do not shaw up until 10 or 15 years
after the poliution [ncident,” Peters sald.

“In addition, methods of drug research bave been
Improved a3 & result of these cases to belp guaran-
tee agalnst future problems.”

Charles L. Nichols, third member of the legal
team, sald a mussive, high-technology coordination
elfort was carried out by the firm in represeating
the unusually large sumber of litigants.

“Even kecplng track of addresses of plalntiffs

tnjuries,
of the
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who had moved to Jocations from Connecticut to
Hawall waa a major task, We assembled ressarch

and with experts In the Unlt-
ed States and Europe.” . .

could proceed against all manufacturers of DES
marketed in Michigan. .

This landmark theory, called Uabill-
ty,” can now be applied to a wide variety of similar

""" Their daughters may run the risk of abnormal
‘Hzsue changes, including vagina] cancer, resulting
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~from pre-birth exposure to DES,
DES was banned by the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
mintsiration In 1971,

LAWYERS SAID the scttlements were made

wlth each client slmultancously, oo an indlvidual
alsis, not as a class action.
= The case was settled In Wayne Court Circult
~Zourt with the actlve assistance of Judge James E.
“fles, whose order prohlbited announcement of the
‘payolis, the lawyers said,

At a news conference in Detroit, Lawrence Char-
fo0s, a partncr in the firm and the head of the Iiti-
gating team, sald, “This case has made history. It
h.'m"chnngcd the face of the law across the coun.

T

Until this case, a suing Indvidual was required to
. pame the speciflc manufacturer of the substance,
. Inthe case of the DES daughters, however, up to 20
1 years had clapsed between adminlstration of the
+ drug to the mothers and the occurrence of damag-
+ Ing effects In the daughters.
*  The daughters had no way of determining which
of a large number of DES manufacturers produced

Kuhn elected
to chief judge

Rickard D. Kuhn has been elected chlef judge of
the Oakland County Circult Court for 1986-1987, re-
placing Judge Francis X. O'Bricn.

A circult judge since 1973, Kuhn will be responsl-
blle for managing the cascload, directing court

{inances, and representing - *
the court in Wts relatlons '™ -
wlth other courts, govern.*
ment and the fegal and
general public.

Kuhn, who served as

. chlef judge in 1979, beglns
. histerm on Jan, 1, 1986.

A graduate of Michigan
State Unlversity and De- [
iroit College of Law, he §;
worked in private practice E
until his clectlon to the
bench. Kuhn i3 a member
of the State Bar of Michi-
gan, the Oakland County Bar Associntion, the

. American Judges Assoclation and the American
» Judicature Socicty,

. Kuhnlives in Independence Townshlp with his
 wlle, Sally, and four chlldren.He s chairman of the

- adminlstratlve board of Central Methodlat Church o
In Pontlac and a director of the Optimist and -
Kiwanis Clubs In Pontiac. S

Kuhn will be asslsted by Judge Frederick C. -

- Zlem as the chlef Judge pro temp. Zlem has been a e
member of the clrcuit bench since 1959, e
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And rest assured, when you consult Gorman's . -
designers, you'll have the opportunity to see the - X
fine Gorman's furniture they recormnmend. ’
Because i1's right there in‘our showroom for you to
oexamine. And {t will be delivered werry-free .
because Gorman's service department .
guaraniees your full satisfaction.

Uncertain about how to decorate a room? Then

p Specialists in Backyard Bird Feeding B
come in and taik to one of Gorman’s designers.
| They'll give you the insids on interiors in no

125 E. University
6568-0079 "“"'“"ﬁ'oc"'ﬁ‘.{,'s:,z‘m' 3 |
Gl Owned 81 Opariad : uncertain terms, Like how to coordinate colors.
aw Hours: 10-530 MON.-THURS. & BAT. g Match styles. Add accessories. And create an

o 3 b .;9.73;’,"5 g:"nmg'n = e 52 overall sense of harmony and balance.
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It's advice you can count on. After all, you see
here 287 years' worth of experience and tralning
in the art of interior design, And an immeasurabie
amount of creativity and taient, All of which
they've demonstrated by creating interiors
recegnized in the design fleld for excellence.

A lot of rooms are difficult to decorate. Bul there:., - -
nesdn't be any room for doub!. Not after you lalk
o a Gorman's designier. it’s a servica they provid
when you make your purchase at Gormaom
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