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Women ta
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Though still
out-numbered
but not silent

By Tim Richard
statt writer

SHIRLEY Johnson tells the story of a lobbyist

who spoke briefly before the Approprlations

Committee of the state House of Represent-

atives. “I will give thls documentatlon to
your sccretary,” he sald, handing It to her,

The chagrined lobbyist felt hls case collapse
when Johnson informed him that she wasn't a scc-
retary — she is the representative from the 68th
House District of Oakland County and a member of
ane of the most potent committees in the Michigan
Legislature.

That's what It's like, some days, In Lanstng.

Bt the women lawmakers — there are 14 In the
House and two In the Senate — don’t meet as a
separate caucus, even though they sometimes feel @
bit isolated when the good ol' boys exercise power.

They reinforce cach other soclally, rather than as
a palitical caucus, and they are extremely falr
about how they dress, both in the Caplte! Bullding
&nd on the campalgn trail,

FIVE SUBURBAN women representatlves were
Interviewed about thelr roles In a body that is 89.2
percent male. They are, alphabetlcally:

® Lyn Bankes, 44, Republican of Liventa, in her
first term after serving on the Wayne County Char-
ter Commission,

® Moxlne Berman, 39, Democrat of Southfleld,
in her second term, a ane-time high school English
teacher and the only single member of the group.
She chairs the Elections Committee,

# Justioe Barns, 60, Democrat of Westland, in
her second term after 17 years on the Westland
City Councl] and service on the city charter com-
mission and Wayne County Charter Commission.
She chalrs the Commitiee on Constitutional Revi-

‘To ba a woman
legisistor, you have
1o have somo pretly
strong opinfons.
Wo're 8l lasue-
orlented.’
— state Rop.
Justine Barns
D-Wostisnd

down a sensto try 5o
“gxtremely ambitlous.

slon and Women's Rights.

@ Judlth Mitler, 48, Republican of Blrmtngham,
in her first term after service on the Blrmingham
City Commission.

@ Shirley Johnson, ¢7, Republican of Royal Oak,
in her third term aftec coming up through the ranks
of the PTA, civlc groups and party politics.

THERE IS NO longer a women's caucus In the
Legislature — dellberately.

“There are differing opinlons If there should be
one,” sajd Berman. "I have strong {eelings agalnst
It. So I volunteered to chalr the group, knowing I'd
never call a meeting."

Why not? After all the 1982 talk about Republi-
can Richard Headlee's “gender gap,” and after the
apparent female cnthuslasm for Geraldlne Ferraro
in 1984, isn't there some commonality of views
among women?

“We don't all speak wlith one volce on every ls-

. sue,” Berman answered. “The press would focus on
one or two (who dldn't vote with the caucus) and
say, *See, women don't agree.” "’

YET THERE are polnts where women, even If
they aren't unanimous, clearly vote differently
" from men.
Take the tssue of funding Medlcald abortlons.
Women representatives were 11-3 in faver while
' men were 75 percent opposed. Women mm{e thc

A former B!rmlnuhnm counclimember,
Judith Millor made the jump to the stato
House this yoar.

son predicted will cost Bankes a lot of female sup-

port.

“All of us support ERA (fcderal Equal Rights
Amendment),” sald Johnson.

“We communlcate,” sald Bankes.

“We used to have breakfusts,” added Barns, “We
wanted to get acquainted. The good ol boys go to
bars. We're not as ingrained in The System.”

ONLY TWO womeh serve In the state Senate al-
ter a dozen years in which there were norfe. One is
Connie Binsfeld, a conservative Republican from
Leclanau County; the other ls Lana Pollack, a Ybers
al Democrat from Ann Arbor There is no woman
among 's 20- F's dele-

atlon.

g "Lnnn tells me they aro very lonely," sald Ber.
ma

"They nominalc women to Congress only when
they can't win," Berman went on. “As scats become
more powerl{ul, it becomes mere difficult for wom-
en and minoritles to get those seats.”

Johnson recalled she was approached to scek a
state Senate seat when the veteran Blll S. Huffman
retired in 1982, but turned it down because “Ihad o
good House seat and dida’t want to be viewed as

difference in Gov. James J. B
veto of the fund cutoff. *
Take last week's budget

Baras ;ecnllnd that she wanted the state repre-
seat in 1970, but was shunted aside by the

convention resolution. Women were 11-3 opposed.
Of the suburban group, only Bankes, in the closing
days, swltched in favor of it — a vote which John-

powers-that-be hecause “Tom Brown needs a job
and you have kids.” She made it In 1982,
ONE COMMON !link the women reps have {s the

Livonia statc Rop. Lyn Bankes Rop. Maxino Berman of Boulh"-ld~ “We don't llvuyl lpul( wllh

Ia one of this torm's freshman
togistatora,

need to do thelr homework thoroughly.

“To be a woman leglalator, you have to have
some pretty strong opinions,” said Barns, “We're
all jssue-oriented.”

“In general," sald Berman, “no mnm:r what the
issuc is, women of the Leglsiature. .

“Are smarter!" Bankuinter}ec(ed

‘. . .are much tougher in terms of not caving in.
Most of us went through 30 much ga get where we
nre, You haye to do twice s much work ta be,

4, Berman finial .
N "’l‘hn‘: no joke," Budu: added. "I uwlyl brlng
In A lotof P perwork

! OF THE FIVE, thide wors silts ihat u,—, the
other (wo, consarvativa

“1 wear sults because I find Xm taken much
more seriously,” sald Miller, ‘“What you wear must
nelther attract nor detract from your work."

“I wii never wear o flamboyant or flashy dress,”
sajd Barns. “I will never wear slacks.”

Johnson sald she wears slacks only for the knock-
down, drag-out midnight scaslons over tax increas-
es 50 she can put her legs up on her desk.

They share a laugh at the way male legislators
and Jobbylsts don pinatrlpe sults "for the power bat-
tes."”

"“Tuesday cvery single {malc) legislator had on &
navy bluc or pinstripe sult,” said Bankes, recalilng
a key vote.

Suiis are all right for the leglslative halls, sald

ona volce en nvnry {szue.”

Johnson, but tough when you're on the primary

. campalign trail on a bot July afterncon. A male can-

dldate ean doff his coat and roll up his sleeves, but
a woman candidate knocking on doors iy advised to
stlek with the sult and bear the heat,

MANY ECONOMIC issucs have faded as "wom-
en's isaues” In recent months and years. An appeals
court struck dawn & state of Washington “‘compara-
ble worth" ruling which would have requlrcd cqual
pay 'for ditterent jobs 'whare certaln jobhs

femnle-deminated. The difflculty of women gaulng
bank credl].t tostart buslnesm ‘t!m! to have faded
as a leglalatiye levus. o g 2

ﬂ :m'e'mun for Workliig parenis ghwi
are on tho front burner: ”.Day care clewsly is ‘the
mpat Important lasue for women who want to work
or need to work," sald Berman,

Bankes satd, "'A poll showa It's becoming a man's
Issue, They need the woman's Income.”

“And more {dlvorced} fathers are getting cu:u:dy
of the children," added Johnson.

“We're ul)dng pay equity,” sald Barns, who
chairs the Constltutional Revislon and Women's
Rights Committee, But she deplores the fact that
“women_are not taking the math"” they need to get
better jobs.

WITH THAT handful of ucepuoru. the ‘women
are [ntercsted In the same issucsas the

“My focus is higher education,”. smu Miller.
"Anvthlng we do affects every ono.”

Ny

Staft photes by
Blll Broslor

. police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the Farmington-area police and
fire calls received during the past week:

9 DELIVERY ALLEGED

+ A 25-year-old Farmington Hills man Ia charged with two counts
of dellvery of a controlled aubstance.

1 Arralgned Thursday before District Judge Michael Hand of
Fnrrnlngwn, Martln A. Cook stood muta to one count of delivery of
marijuana and oe= count of delivery of lyserglc acld,

sald. The Incident occurred sometime between 4:30 and 6:30 a.m.
The department does not believe there's & connectlon between

the Little Caesar’s incldents in Farmington and the recent armed

robberies at Little Caesar's locations in Farmington Hills,

® CAR VANDALISM
Farmiogtos, Farmington Hills and Novl weren't the only citles
to nport car windows having been shot out in tha past two weeks,
Northville and Plymouth police agenciss peport stmilar Incl.
dents, Hills Sgt. Charles Nebus sald. Cars have been parked elther
on the street or in & drive. Weapons are believed to include a
wrhuockel and a BB gun, Incidents have occurred um- 11 pm,

The felonles carry [ ietica of four
yun in prison lnd a $2,000 Hne. and seven yun In prisen and @
$5,000 fine, respectlvely.

% was released on pcnoml bond pending a p v ex-
amlnnlun in 47th District Court.

hhc“k" arrest followed cxecution of a search warrant SepL 0at

h

3 “We had learned a police prep radio lost by an officer earlier
year during an incident outside mc hom was inside the

hu\lse * Hills Potice Sgt. Deants Rochford

¢ “When we got there, bownver. we dwn'l find the prep radlo,

1nstead, we found a police

! "But we also found uveul bawu of suspected marijuana,

i:'l hits of suspected lysergic acid and $400 In cash, as well as

ales and other suspected drug panphu-nglh That lod us to be- *

Ilcve he was In the business of selling.”

© DEBCRIPTION QIVEN
H Adeuertpuonhubeengivmoi the man who acted as f hobad a
gun while robbing the Wendy’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers restau-
Tantat 27620 Elght Mile of $104 Nov. 4.
-+ According to a Fi
§ppeared tense approsched the emmun'. ‘When an employoe
# his order was “for here or to go," bo answered, “to go, get a bag
ind put the money in it” No gun was soen, but the' man kept his
undalnhh]-:kelpockeu waving them as if ho had a gun. The
i i requea, (o guaraan fod on
uest, the gunmn
The xurx‘:?nn was described a8 whlw. 85 and 130 pmmds‘ wlu:
jaze] eyes, dirty blonde, shoulder-length hair, a slim bull

police report, & man who

fratst-length jacket.

\
© MONEY STOLEN
PF‘mm $150 to 200 was nlnlm early Friday from a safo and cash
\eglster at Little Caesar’s Pixza, 33103 Grand River, Commander

3ssallants enléred

$ov-

asked -
mid-208, Alm the e.mplvyu compl]ed .

Ahmedn
nedlum skin tone. Ho was wearing & tan suedo or mwl luther L 1'llnnd9-30pm.’l\mday.umdla

Thoras Cox of the Farmingioa rtment of Public Safety sald.
" i This ls the modmammmammnm.mmdm‘
Gves have not determined whether thoe two aro related. Unknown

through the bullding’s north glass door, break-
mgitﬂmmmtblmmwmmwthm.w .report.

and Sundays.
Wlndawn were reporied damaged in moro than 110 cara in
Farmington, Flrmlngtnn Hills and Novt.

[ ] VIINDOWS BMABHED
A !n low In the social room of Princo of Peaco Lutheran
Armmgwn Hills, 22000 New Market, was broken about

Church
10 pm. Wednuday, Darmnage waa estimated at $50, according to a
. Farmington Hills police report. -

A Thermopana drive-through-area window at Wendy's Old-Fash-
loned Hamburgers, 27620 ) Eight Mlle, was smashed shortly past
midnlght ding to & Fi Hills
Damage was estimated at uoo.

® SITES VANDALIZED
The rough plumbing was broken tp and torn a)
Plaza construction site, 32839 Nor
Nov.'1-3, according to a Farmington
"ﬂ;qnmh:d'mn' 74 on the ends of 35 shéeis of plywood
WAz D on the of plywood pan-
d.in;ntlhouunder construction on Lancaster sometime Nov. 4+
according to a annhuum Hills palice report. Damago was
uumud at $378,

© THEFTS REPORTED
A human skeleton valued at §300 wuwwtmmahm"yn
etnentary School, 32400 Alamedn sometlme between
Farmlmn Hills

early ”00 worth of was stolen from Kemron Ehvi-
lmms :cur!dln] Smdmca. 32740 mmm mnr:p.ga:t, mmm.m.

" 4 police y
. cln;lcl;hudod a laughing-gas tank, two AM/FM cassette recorders and

A micrometer caliper valued at §570 was lmou.u:a toola stolen

doring 2 break-{n at Yale Tool'& &unvlnn IISOI Hallwood
Court, Hills police -

Nov. 7,

pollea report.

atthe ’l‘ﬂ(m'j
way, .
ﬂll].l poUce report. Damage

A Touch of Giass

From LaBarg |

7 %
List $1650 .

List $873 .
SALE $519 SALE $989 .

Over 80 Styles
Available at
Tremendous Savings!

Genuine Brass and Glass...cle.
gart duas brought together in

A rematkable collection availa.
ble. from LaBarge, Whatever
.your selection, cockail, end,
.sofa table, the statement you
make with a LaBarge table
will be one of distinction.

Lls(sll’él 3
SALE $749
2600.N, WOODWARTS

BLOOMEIELD HILLS » 332.6545
. ~Just South of Square Lake Road -
- Shop Mon., Thurs, Fri. il 9 p.m.

SALE. $519
Qustities limited, Over 2 srylaz 'nox pictired svaible st
o bﬁby special onder Sle ends Sarzday, November 16,

. B S Y.




