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WILLIAMS, WHO ¢ld not seek re-
election, recelved a plaque from fellow
councll members in recognition of hls
years of service to the city.

"1 certalnly approclated altting with
you {on ecuncil) the lnst four years,”

- ot &Eh‘h s,

g ©n e past

beneflt to the ¢ity In the long run,” Wil-

liams also supports using the Tax In-
crement Financing Authority (TIFA)
Act. Under TIFA, city officlals could
cstablish a speclal taxing authority to
make public Improvements on 12 Mile
and repay the costs through future
property taxes captured from current

Mayer Jan Dolan sald. you

tried the patlence of all of us the last
four years, And I know we have tricd
yours.”

Following a standing ovation, Wil-
Tlams talked about leaving the council,
!There 1s o feeling of relief. And
there's a sense of regret,” Williams
$aid. “Serving people Is probably the
hest work of lfe. It has fts ups and
downs. But it s rewarding.”

On a lighter side, Willlams talked
about the telephono calls — generally
from disgruntled residents —~ he will
aplonger will receive &9 a councllman.
“People never call you to say, 'Chuck,
Eo\hlng 1s golng wrong. Just called to
ay hello! "
£.3Ylliams* political carcer on the clty
gouncil was short compared to many of
{ha” city's eurrent council members,
jome of whom are serving third and
fourth terms,

e

SIWILLIAMS WON a four-year councll
{an in November 1981, But he declded
got: to scek re-clectlon this year be-
¢ause of health problems. Williams s a
Qlabetic. “I was a bit low, And basical-
1y:1 didn’t want to go through a long
Eampu]gn,” he sald.

7 But Willloms says be nonctheless has
silxed feclings about not sittlng on the
¢aunell anymore. "I have enjoyed my
four ycars on council — &t least most
of It. I won't miss the late meetings.
But I will mlss most of the council,” he
£ad.

* Recalling hls four-year council ten-
ure, Willlams sald he believes he was a
*falrly good” councilman, although "I
om not the greatest public orator. 1
{functioned beat behind the scenes.”

+ An accountant, Willlams belleves hls
Yreatest contribution to the clty has

n (n finance. About two years ago,
e delved (nto elty surpluses, demand-

private

“A city on & mills just can't do It
(make capltal Improvements on 12
Mile)," Williams said.

Acknowledging the Farmington Pub-
lic Schools' opposition to the proposed
TIFA district, Willlams sald if im-
provements arc not made, business
won't move Into the corvidor and the
schools won't be reaping any potential
tax beneflts. N

“If we cannot get TIFA, Is the com-
munlty willing to pay more taxes?” he
asked.

ON THE sldelines, Willlams was io-
strumental in planning for the new po-
lice hullding now under construction as
well as in negotiatlons for the purchase
of the Spleer park property.

“The ata{f bas run a lot of financial
problems past me. I think the greatest
contributlon is in the flnancial. I think
any one of them would say this iy the
area I probably perform best in,” Wil
Hams said.

Williams began his political carcer
in the 1960s when he was elected to the
Farmington Township Board of Trus-
tees, He later resigned when he maved
to the eity of Farmingten. In 1981, he
was clected (o the Farmington Hllls
Clty Councll, He was mayor pro tem in
1983 and mayor (o 1984 — a year he
conslders kls most dlftlcult.

“It was not a good year for me a3
mayor,” Williams sald, talking about
the open dlvision on counell and per-
sonality conflicts. “Quite {rankly, all I
was trying to show was lcadership."

DURING WILLIAMS' flrst two years
on council (1981 and 1962), members
“completely got along. We could take

But in 1083, new councll members
came on board and personality con-
flicts and arguments broka out. Feeling
he was belng personally altacked by
some councll members, Willlams sald
ho tlmply tried def bimself. “1
caught the brunt of It."

Some of the new council membern,
he 2aid, didn't ilke the way things were
belng bandled on council and attempt-
od to make some

n Observer
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headline that read: "Williarns to Dud-
ley ~ ‘Shut-up,’ ” Willlams sald he nev-
er really meant for things to get to that
point nor dld he mean to get upset and
say that. But hls tenure as mayor In
1934 also colnclded with his increasing-
iy poor health, “I waa sick, And T guess
Thad a short fuse.”

But in the past year, Willlams aald,
temperaments and relationships
among councll members have im-
proved. In fact, the former councilman
considera the Hills council a top-notch
governing board.

“DESPITE THE newspaper (Farm-
ington Observer) calllng ua ‘the gang up
at 11 Mile,' I think the members of the
elty couaci] do one heck of a good job.
Everybody does thefr homewark,” Wil-
llams sald,

“I know atl the coutiell members do
the homework and are very responslve
to citizens. There are times when we
goof up. But you can just ask us to do
the best job wo can. Here, everybody
thinks for themselves. Everyone has (o
be thelr own person — and they cer-

ly are”

Despite hls decision not to asek re-
clection, Williams' interest in the city
won't disappear, He has told clty offi-
clals he 13 willing to be appolnted to
one of the boards or commissions.

And ho still has his opinions about
where the city is headed and what's
best for it. “There are soms directions
1 Alse that I don't agree with,” Willlams
sal

different positions but we
all liked cach other. it was great to
serve on counci] and everyone was hap-

For one thing, Willlams would ill(e to
Hilly as

sce F
much of its semlirural atmosphere as
posaible. “People for the most part stlll
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Hills City Clork JoAn Reynolds (left) awears In council members Bon Marks, Jan Dolan, Terry

Sever and JoAnn Soronen,

INCREASED BUSINESS growth is
something Williams has mixed foellngs
about. He would tlke to asa a strong
and stable commercfal and industrial
tax base. But he doesn't want to see
Farmington Hills become another
Southfleld and Troy with tall buildlngs,
Both clttes, he s2ld, have much higher
tax rates than Farmington Hllls.

In keeplog with a semirural atmas-
phere, Witllams would ke to sec the
clty move away from efforts to Lnstall
sldewalks throughout the area, And he
doesn’t believe resldents should be re-
quired to clear ice and anow from all of
the walkways, especially those he be-
MNeves wre rarely used.

Also irritating to Williams is that the
clty does not provide trash pickup for
businesses and apartment complexes,
“We are taxing business. But we are
not*providing them with equal service.
I think that is morally wrong."

But Willlams belleves that for the
taxes levied, restdents arc getting a
£00d deal from the city. “We're giving
them the best bang for the buck."”

Although Williams says that “with
our budget, you can't do everything for
everyone,” one thing he would llke to
see Is more recreatlon factllties for
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snow Isn‘t your idea of a good time, you should

onda’s powerful 3.5 HP snowthrower. it's ad-
justable, so you can throw snow anywhere from three to 20 feet
away. And Honda's exclusive au
means the snowthrower practical
save your energy for more enjoyab

or and paddle drive system -
propels itself. So you can-
thingsinlife.
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ng that some of the clty's fund py," hesald,
balances be used, especlally for needed
Papltal improvements.

“We had maybe about $4,5 million In
purpluses at that time. Now we have
aboul $2.5 million. We have managed
bver 2-3 years to keep taxes Jow, We

ve used the surpluses for eapital lm-

Tovements — Spicer (park property

Fi n Road), a new police
Lh

l.'mnd!.ua." Williarns sals
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Diamond

They come n pale and
delicate colors aa well as
deep, vibrate ones. They
come In black toof Deep
calars of a flnc colared atona
with the trilllance only a
diamond can ofier,

Thermally Activated
Vent Damper

At d . . . $79. . T=400
- fmpme iy 7 og. 57085 , ;
Mincs well with diammmncin e White Rodgers #1F72 . , ,_.,,'“

The Queen of Geme.,

funeral directors
SINCE 1093

31950,‘i.'5. MILE RD.; FARMINGTON HILLS, MICH.

S Gold

. We hiave a bright new -|.

collection of. 14 karat jewelry

‘i clasyic and contem;

p - Btyling. tl_-ntmlw‘ ith -
i . . clogande and taste.

- Phone: 553-0120

DETROIT LOCATION:
', ' 18570 GRAND RIVER AVE. Phone: 836-0752

L. DAVID MCCABE, Dirgctor
KEVIN L. MGCASE. Diractor -~ _ .
RD P. DEWAR, Gonoral Mansger . '
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