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An idea worth exploring

ITHOUT A financially sccure
downtown, Farmington's grip
on survlval woutd loosen dra-

- maticaily.
i = In some clties, the central business dis-
1tElct deteriorated to the point where re-
s@nstruction became crucial.
w Obviously, It's wiser not to wait until
fat polnt before enhancing downtown
darmington's appearance and, in furn,
wlstering its tax base.
= It might nat devastate the city, but cco-
iobmic colfapse downtown would surely
1&rip Farmington of much of ts luster as
1diplace to live, work and vislt.
! ®In this light, it becomes clear that a
yDowntown Development Authorlty (DDA)
+— still in the discusslon stages — would
rbe a slgnificant planning tool for Farm-
{ington’s city council.
¢! By all accounts, Farmington’s central
1buslness dlstrict has stood up well in the
+fierce scramble for consumer dollars, It's
‘clearly the clty's financlal heart. Cash re-
-glsters are ringlng — and that's a healthy
“stgn.

INSTEAD OF sealing the downtown
area’s doom, emergence of S0 many near-
by shopplng centers has prompted an in-

. flux of new and curious shoppers to the
¢« Farmington area.

. What's needed is to play up downtown’s
« ptrengths: its small-town charm, varlety
~of stores, friendly merchants, nearby
~}parking and competitive pricing.

:1== Dying downtowns often lack an innova-
1/ Tlve approach to combating competition,
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». Merchants often fail to develop novel
i+ marketing techniques and fail to combine
eative seiling 1deas.

-l Fi _ wedgedlre';ween two

A speclal crossroads.

helps b ad asa
source of community pride and a symbol
of communlty vigor.

DDAs can go a long way in stimulating
redevelopment through public and private
Investment while stressing a communlty's
distinctiveness, original architecture and
herltage.

People invest in downtown buildings for
many reasons — generally as a money
maker, but also as a hobby or out of a
sense of civie pride. And just as any inves-
tor Is better than no Investor, a caring
investor i3 better than an aloof investor,

A popular way for a DDA to gencrate
operating money is by capturing for a
given number of years the increase in the
development  district’s assessed value
from the year the development plan was
adopted. -

The money results from applying the
general property tax rates of the city and
other consenting taxing units in the devel-
opment area to the captured assessed val-
ue. This tax increment plan s based on
the bellef property values will rise with
revitalizatlon, and increased revenues
cach year can be channeled Into further

armington
r:.nn edguon cen!la-l - lanning
retal] edge, some long-range
tments in the d:gmuwn ‘:m are
ndatory.
e That's where a DDA fits in.
&= A city councll-appolnted group with
n~rutonomous decislon-making powers, a
ADDA i3 des) to p
R growth, increase property values, foster
;i!mrc Jobs and strengthen merchant tles.

A DDA can be a pivotal springboard to
7 such revitalization 23 expanded parking,
s plantings, benches, public restrooms, his-
rtorleal preservation, better strect lighting
E and slgns, and a unifying downtown logo.

s « It also can serve as a rallying force for
» Spruced-up storefronts: playing upon a
» bullding’s original look, not upon design
»» elements from an unrelated time period.
it The thought is that rehabilitaling older

u . Freelance writer Penny Wright recent-
i 1y wrote a series of columns about the
:gndequm:y of women's restrooms. She
mdetalied how, in one place of public enter-
& talnment after another, women had to
% stand in long Lines during intermission —
¥ While men dida't.

*% With the help of dozens of area women
-who wrote ar, she demanstrated how
suburban shopping malls are hiding thelr
Egstrooms, on the penny-wise, pound-
Dolish theory that tollets don't make
‘money.

and l‘:hufl pmcmmwm mt;:ve to start with

w bulldinga rather existing ones.
EcWru;m presented her findings and rec-
ommendations recently to.the State
I Flumbing Board, the agency which writes
appropriate regulations, (The agency was
‘@nriched, Incidentally, by Gov. Blanch-
&d's appolntment of its first female
miember in history last year.)

- - AR RV

_ THERE'S GOOD news for common cit-
izens, bad news for public officlals who
ke to hold sectet, closed-door meetings,
Tha tate Houso of Representatives shot.
down House BIll 4871, which would bave

o
oors during legislative deliberations

PO,

¢== Getting improvements will take years, -

efeat for

REJUVENATING A smaller central
business dlstrict Is only as Mimited as the
enterprise of the building owners and
shopkeepers. The city could lead the way,
however, through 2 DDA made up of peo-

noa

SOLVENCY DAY in Michigan — Nov. 8
— probably will be remembered as one of
the high points of Gov. James J. Blanch-
ard's admlnistration. If his day didn't start
with him hopping out of the shower slng-
ing “I'm sitting on top of the world, just
rolling along,"” well, it should have.

Blanchard is heading for the last year of
a four-year term at the helm of a stable
state government that, for the flrst time
in 10 years, does not have a deflcit.

He has managed some Impressive gains

ple ‘;l‘:-h a vested Interest in d s state gov under better
well being. fal contral, and pollticall
It takes more than bricks and mortar to ;'1'3:;5: et e POl v he ls

make a downtown. And Farmington al-
ready has two other key ingredients: a
supportive city council and spirited shop-
keepers. The trick is to keep energy levels
high while courting the many absentee
landlords.

We've got a natural in downtown Farm-
ington. All we need to do i8 polish it up. A
DDA would provide the necessary spark
and guldance.

. — BOB S8KLAR

Long line ahead

Polls show that the state's resldents
glve him one of the highest approval rat-
1ng§ g?joyed by a governor. His most

P — Dan
(“I'm not dull”) Murphy and Bill Lucas,
the county executives of Oakland and
Wayne = are not only not galning any
ground, they are probably losing.

IF THE election for governor were to
be held today instead of in November
1986, Blanchard would be & shoo-in. Al-
most forgoiten is the statewide recall
drive in 1883 — started by these outraged
by the Blanchard-engineered raise in the
personal income tax, from 4.6 to 6.1 per-

cent.
The tax increase was approved by the

TO THEIR credit, Plumb Board
members seemed to appreclate the prob-
lem, though they dwelled long on.how dlf-
ficult it is to make changes — particular-
1y since all changes in state rules and reg-
ulations must be scrutlnized by the Legls-
lature's Joint Administrative Rules
Committee. )

Thus, to the Women's Movement — if it
still exists — a major priority should be to
seck one or more scats on the Joint Rules
Committee,

The goal is 2% to 1; in places of public
entertalnment, ft will require 2% times as
many water closets in the women's roem
in order to keep the walting lines roughly
equal,

All joking aside, “holding it" for long

ods can cause women bladder infee-
tions. That is no joke.
_ & ECCENTRIC

secrecy

‘comer” 1 political circles and should

-advance up the ranks.)
Black marka go to the

L e at some political cost — the
recall ouster of two D i

o &\\\\\\\\\\\

Bob
Wisler

Whether the comeback really can be at-
tributed to the Blanchard administration,
the Reagan adminlstratlon, Federal Re-
serve Board Chalrman Paul Voelker, the
oceasional boom times enjoyed in a cycll-
cal economy or the gods is debatable.

BUT MICHIGAN s enjoying the bene-
fits of a recovered economy, and Blanch-
ard and some of the archifects of Michi-
gan's effort to reduce the state deflcit —
partlcularly state Treasurer Bob Bowman
— enfoyed thelr day in the sun, albelt it
was raining.

‘The governor proclaimed Nov. 8 Sol-
vency Day and noted that the economic
recovery plan for Michigan “raised Mich-
igan's credit rating from the worst to the
best, saving millions of dollars in interest
costs, making possible increased state [n-

in ed

Pprisons,
development and other vital service
(while) paying off the defieit, . .»

_ The deficit inherited from the previous

and loss of control of the Senate. But the
tax ralse, coupled with the fortunate im-
provement in the economy, has enabled
the state to be labeled the “comeback
state” by futurist anthority John Naisbitt,

p of Gov. Wil
lam Milliken amounted to $1.7 billion —
$800 million in accumulated debt and $900
million in operating funds, :

OF COURSE, Blanchard noted, as he
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The payoff: ‘Solvency @ays‘;:;

Pty

should have, that none of the progress
would have been made had not the people
of Michigan supported the state govbrn-
ment's efforts to balance the budget, <=
The people, indeed, deserve credj Hor
biting thfegullet and for refusing ‘gi‘,bc
shortaigh In deal with a. m
that had been muunlll.‘ri!ng. . pr»qu )
The public held out for fiscal sanfty in
state government even when it was possi-
ble to approve Proposal C last November,
an approval that would have made thaidn-
dividual tax burden lighter but certadaly
would have postponed and made nich
mare difficult state government stabillty.
Credlt should be glven to Blanchat{or
stepplng forward early In his administra.
tlon to dea) strongly with the horrendaus
fiscal problem that he had inheriteg, He

" moved quickly and surely to wringy

necessary votes out of the Leglslateve.
Solvency Day was the payofi. )
The investment bankers and experts are
now looking favorably on Michigan and
Michigan's governor and that should make
Blanchard and treasurer Bowman feal
that their efforts were justified. -wa
Of course, there is also a demand SR %e
Republican political ers —"L{-
cas and Murphy — that the governor ctt
the income tax rate from the present 5.85
to the 4.6 rate that we had three yeags
ago. Perhaps the tax rate can be loger:
{urther, and the governor has said he wil
conslder an carller tax cut, to 5.1 pergeqt
December. un 8
But such political demands are more
opportunistic than substantive. What el{s
can the Republican candidates talk ahbut®
Blanchard is on a roll.
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‘Buy American’ isn’t always beg'f

You've heard all the talk. Buy Ameri-
can and save a job, Mmmm, sounds good
all right. But ! wonder. . .

A recent article In The Detroiter maga-
zine started me thinking about all this de-
bate. Listening to those folks in Washing-
ton certalnly doesn't shed light on the sit-
uatlon. But we kmow the D.C. bunch Is in
another world anyway — even those who
pretend they are outsiders.

But let's look at some of the cold hard

. facts around suburban Detroit, A recent

artlele in The Greater Detrolt Chamber of
Commerce magnzine makes n body sit up
stralght.

In truth, you could be cuttlng your own
economic throat or that of one of your
nelghbors if you stick too closely with the
buy A .

who
" tried to introduce more secrecy into local

V. T

_R-Farmington. . | +
‘Tho bill’s sponser, Rep, Willis Bullard,

. R-Milford, may try, to put together 58
votes (o ad: ive ) .

.- tion. Bat we're hoping he il discontinue

his.annual game of trying to, blow holes
lnwlthpenwAct”', RN

[
Another truth is that your commuaity
may very well be on an economic roll be-
cause of forelgn Investment. It's coming
{o the point that yon've got to wander
what your town would be like without the

- foreign. bucks that help to defer your

property tax.

FOR ‘many, that forelgn company may
even provide you with a paycheck.
. In the Observer & Eccentric circulation

crackerbarrel
debate

, Steve
{ Barnaby

arca, 154 foreign businesses from 19
countries have offlces and provide resl-
dents with 14,641 jobs. That's a hunk of
investment.

The blg winners in the foreign {nvest-
ment sweepstokes are Southfield’ with 54
businesses, Troy with 36, Livonla with 20
and Farmington Hills with 17,

While Southficld got the jumnp on every-
one else, Farmington Hillz was late into
the game and already s prospering, Fif-
tecn years ago, Farmington Hills-was a
rural township, replete with farms. But
the barns have been replaced with offices
and light industrial complexes. '

Otber clties such as Rochester (four
firms), Bl ham  (six flrms) and

Bloomlield Hills (glx firms) are starting to
. cash In on foreign investment. " .

Larea,

Even Lathrup Village has one ol
Investor, . o
AND IT"S TOUGH to tell the Tﬂ:ﬁ
without a program. Those millitantsiwho
believe they're buying American h
very well be dolng the opposite. =
Following is a list of a few of the Rt
nesses around these parts with all-, i

"can names but which are owned byford
elgn firms, : Ll

® Hygrade Food Products in Livonl4,
owned by Hanson Trust PLC, London.

@ Detrolt Race Course In Livor
owned by Ladbroke Group PLC, London.

© Baskin Robbins in Ann Arbor, owm?
by Allied Breweries Ltd., London.

© Nestle Inc. Co, of Dearborn, o_{n*d
by Nestle Alimentana, Switzerland,

© Great Lakes Steel of Ecorse,

' by Nippon Kokan, of Tokyo, Japan. & ¢

© The Great Atlantlc and Pacflc Teh
Co. (ALP_Supermarkets) ‘In’ Southfi214,
owned by Tenglemann Group, Rdhr.ger}

. . ’

many. ; ~
The list could go on, but you get thy
cture, -~ * SN
Oh, and for you folks who bave

rel with Japan, that country’ hag
that bhave Invesied in m;ry‘ ohre




