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It was the late Gen. S.L.A. Marshall
who put local writer Wiley Sword on to
the material for hls newest book,
“Pres{dent Washingten's Indian War:
The Struggle for the Old Northwest,
1700-1795.°

Sword recalls Marshall telllng him,
“That war was Important to the destlny
of the naton and nobody's wrmcn
about It.”

Sword, author of “Shlloh, Bloody
Aprll,” judged one of the 100 best books
written on the Clvll War, pleked up the
general'a challenge. A dedicated histo-
rlan, who works from primary materi-
als — Ictters, records, dlaries, personal
papers, Swerd uncovered a lot of infor-
mation including "a major scandal that
had never come to light until this

. ‘This was a land-speculation scheme
involving Henry Knox, sccretary of
war {for whom Fort Knox-1s named),
and William Duer, friend of Preatdent

nols

Sword said Spain, 2 nmng power In
the south, wanted to get Kentueky sét-
tlers to come under Spanish allegiance.
The Spanish recruited Wilkinson as a
secret agent.

*When General (Arthur) St. Clair was
deposed (followlng the tragle massacre
at Fort Recovery, Ohio) Anthony
Wayne replaced him and James Wil-
Xlpson was second ln Wayne
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The why-dldn’t-I-think-of-that syn-
drome may be sweeplng through the to-
cal art community, 1f it ts, blame Lola
Plneus-Frank whe recently opened
Arispace, a resale gallery for {Inc art
at 574 N. Woodward, Blrmingham.

“I'm 30 pleased with the quality. [

got wonderful stuff," snld the attrac-
tive, brown-halred, flrst-time art cn-
treprencur.

At that time (there’s a steady turn-
over) there wero several works by
Pearlsteln, pleces by Nadler, Agam,
Held, Sonla Delauney, Etrog, Johns,
Chagal), Gottleib, An-
nesklewcz, Nesbitt, Steinberg, Picasso
and two oils by Barkls on the wall.

In the window was a painted, wooden
eircus wagon by Appel, bullt to hold his
sulte of lithographs. Along one wall
was a beautiful inlald, French, art-deco
buffet. A metal horse weathervanc and
seyeral African masks, although from
different parts of the world, looked
disarmingly compatible In the clean,
well-lighted setting.

Saying that her inventory, all on con-
slgnment, comes from collectors who
may be reducing or changing focus,
galleries and muscums, Plocus-Frank
said brightly, “A gallery In New York ls
sending me a coasignment of 19th-cen-
tury archltectual drawings.”

SHE ADDED that she plansto havea
large aclectlon of relatlvely inexpen-
slve prints, 80 there will be good art
avallable starting at about $30 and run-
ning lnto the thousands.

"Orga! the sccondary market
gives people o chance to change thelr
art. Peaple have a lot of reasons for
changing their art or changlng dlrec-
tlons —' moving to Florida, needlng
money or they bought too much.*

Certalnly one of the gallery's claims
to fame is Plncus-Frank's statement,
“Evi g 14 below established mar-
ket value. We try to keep prices well
below. The consignor scts the price
with me.”

She sald the contract is for three
months und at the end o! that time the

distrusted Wilklnson, Wilkinson had ar-
ranged to have Wayne killed by having
a tree fall on his tent. Wayne was pre-
pared to have Wllkinson court-mar-
shated, but Wayne died and Wilkinson
.became commander in chlef. . ,

“The book talks a lot about the oceu-
pation of Detrolt. It has a lot ta do with
the Jocal reglon,” Sword sald.

Sword sald he tried to be “as objec-
tlve as possible” In telling the atory of
this cenfllct, which lavolved the Brit-
Ish, the Indians and the Americans.

HE IS acutely aware of "the tragle
story-of how the Indlans were treated.
Tribes Uke the Mlamis and the

and private for
the army.

Sward scnsed something was wrong
as he read about the lack of supplies.
_for the armics fighting the Indians In
" the Old Northwest,, Nlinols, Indlana,
Ohlo, Wisconsin, Michigan. It was an

causs, ofien’ teagls and

inposular

bloody. .
SWORD said the army bad a con

tract system. The government relicd on -

private contractors to supply the army
and Knox was in charge of procure-
ment. Duer, a speculator, wound up
with the army contract.
But ho and Knox had slgned an
agreement, Duer was to take the sup-
ply money and buy land at $.03 an acre
and sell It to the French, who were re-
portedly eager to buy, at $1 an gere,
Sword found all of this documented,
even to the agreement hetween the two
in Knox's popers, on microfilm at the
Ualversity of Michlgan Library. .
“History Is nothing more than the
llves of poopl: word
stances may clmagn. but human nature
doesn’t OX WA & capa~
blo general and was looked UpOD as &’
good stalwart administration offlclal.”.
Ancther scandal, which 1s part of the
book, cancerns James Wilkinson, a dou-
. ble agent who' became, commander In
c.h!cl lnl!owuu ‘the death of Mad Antho-

teagie and

aad. “Clreura- |

were virtunlly wiped out.”
Many timeg ho said there was a nota-
ble lack of communications, treatics
with the Indizns were good only untll
the sculm moved In, mm were

on
and the Indlans were unabla to argx-
slse a stroog conlederatica,

Yet, the result waa that “once the In-

antl-climactic.”
Originally titted, *Wounded Earth,”

it was completed three years ago, but

Sward sald It needed three revisions *to
get tha bulk out of it,” to the pnhlhher’z
satisfaction.

&
'Idcn'tupectllwbelbm-euu.

:Il‘ #t's an important story,” Syord

doing it. It was & labor
otlmxhapell'iuboha!phlwh-
store geperations. ‘Tha idea is that ‘we
are responsible to understand whlt
wmcbclm

s\vord. enl].usnr of wupenry hmms

ic-papers,
idea for another: timmering. Be
’memmmlluplnmtxml.bum-

Indian Wars vl the 18003 were really

Alaries and Jetters, hay an -
book

to pick the art
up. If t.hqn.' is a lot of interest [n the
work, she may ask to extend the time.
“I'm really carcful about where
things ecome from and making sure I
have the real thing.” Saying that there
are only a few resale gallerics of this
quality around the country, she added,
“The organlzatlon of the secondary art
market along these lines Is a new con-

cept.”

She said one of the carly entrants in
the fleld, her sister Clalre Carlevaro,
has been very successful at [t in Berk-
ley, Callf,, and urged Plokus-Frank to
start a similar business In Birming-
ham.

“My background Is coromunleations.
But I've been a collector for a long
time. I found this space, and I ke it
was right. I'd never hnu my own lblng
untlt now and I love [t.”

In keepin, gwithlhcckangiugar:.
Pinkus-Frank had all of the galtery
fittings put on wheels, 50 she can
change the conllgurnuon of exhibition
spaces as easlly ns sho changes ber
shoes.

It rccynlnhla npn:e for recyclabla
nn," she g2
ALTHOUGH she's on!y been in busl-
ners about & month, & search fllo is al-
ready heavy with names, “We're dnlng
M.® networking thing for
said, fif

Creating a secondary art market

wasn't sure I could pull it off, but I've |

through the pages o! 2 moeting collectors, looking at peu:nunl century representative art,” shesald.  dap-Saturday and by appointment. Por
with names fallowed by items stock for the gallery. N

Xecycling

-Saul s collage.on canvas, “Two Sls-
tors,” 1967, oneo of the works [n the gallory the
owner Is particularly enthuslastic aboul. .

with the

Lois Rincus-Frank (s
and positlve feedback sho’e had o far concorne
Ing hor gallory, “Artopaco.” Plciurod below ls

thoy're Interested In acquiring. She has nlrudy turned dnwn a sub- plleriu, collectors and arts orgdniza.
She'l) follow up wuh a phone call a3 stantial amount because she knows It tlons has boen positive and heartwarm-
s00n a3 she has something coming in won't sell or lsn't right for A.rtlpaco ing. Bhe. provlda options, which lhey
they miaht like or at least has a photo- appreela
graph toshow. - *Eventually I hope to get more 19th.
Pinkus-Frank Is oo the road & lot, and 20th-centiry olls and more 19th-  Hours are 11 a.m.lnﬁ!ﬂp.m.'hu»

So far the responss from the local lnlormndon.uuzsmbdo
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