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Can p:layoffs extend
mtnq our life beyond?

In it, my Lfe co this planet bas expired
and I'm preparing myself for another
. world, that which exists beyond the pearly
gates in the heavens above.
But before galning admlttance, I have my
Purgatory to eadure. This has nothlng to do mm
g of teethora tonof gullttober

before my soul is saved.

It’s been sald — I think I heard it on Iote-night
religlous TV — that the life you Jve on this wor)d
will be reflected in the Purgatory you serve in the
next.

My fate? It’s In my own hands, for to reach the
mublime peace of afterlife I must flrst win in the
Purgatary Playolfs. Of course, there are a few
miillon other Tost souls desperately attempting to
do the same.

We're all there beeause, whlle on Earth, wa
speat our useful hours trying to flgure out playolt
formulas, chances for succeas, polnt spreads and
ways to beat the odds. Instead of helping our
fellow man, we dissected , examining each
part In an effort to determine his usefulness on
the playing fleld.

The rules In the Purgatory Playoffs constantly
change. So do the sports. That puts everyone on
an even standing and keepa us busy flguring out
angles.

CC,

By Brad Emons
staff writor

Glenn flood
area grid squad

Observerland's football scason was marked by a
changing of the guard — of sorts,
Farmington Harrison llcldcd another strong
w, winnling the Western Divislon of the Weatern
s Activi X

BUT THE PRESSURE . you 1
mean, talk about suddcn»du\ua' Fnll in the {lnals
and it could be 1,000 yeara before you get another
chance. And if you think all the dUfferent playoffs
secm endless in this world, you should try the
next.

We're talking eternity.

0Of course, those fervently compe! in the
Purgatery Playolfs arc buoyed by onc tedeeming
thought. In the game of life, they didn't flnlsh n
the cellar, a domain reserved for losers, where
the action is — ahem — really hot.

Now that's a first-class nightmare. And if
you're one to analyze , then you'll elearly
800 what's been on my mind the last fow weeks,

In the 12 editiona of the Observer & Eccentric,
‘wo bave bad dozens of teams laveived Lo dozens
of playotfs, so many that trying o keep them n
some kind of loglcal order requires the Intellect
of a babbling idlot.

Since I already mutter nonsense to myself, I
merely have nightmares.

Anyway, examine thla it you will.

AMONG THE COLLEGE'S we cover, Oakland
Universlty soccer followera are fuming, and
rightly 80, after thelr Pioneers wero left out of
the NCAA Diviaion IT phyu! 1s. Munwhll‘e, the

O team w.

the Great Lakes Inmmllcghle “Athletic
Conference (GLIAC) tournament, 50 a3 far oy
playoffs are concerned, thero's no joy in
Pioneerland.

But at Schooleraft College, fans are goony-
cyed. The volleyball and women's soccer teams
are bound for NJCAA tournzments. Both, of
course, will bo Thanksgiving weekend. The mea's
soceer team reached the Inter-regional finals
before losing to tha top-ranked team in the

.country.
In high school sports, in case you've been
vislting another solar system and mizsed the
news, {lve teams qualified for the state football
playoifs. Troy, which shocked No. 1-ranked Henry
Ford 17-14, and Redford Catholie Central are siill
alive. Southtield, Detrolt Country Day and
Westland John Glenn last in the epening round.
Livonla Stevenson won the Class A atate soccer
tournament, beating Blrmingham Brother Rlco In
tha flnals, Rochester won the Class A state golf
tournament and was second In the states in boys®
mcounlry Rico wasa third in golf.
LOOMFIELD HILLS Lahscr and
Blrm!.nalu.m Marian ticd for socond at the Class
A state tennis tournament. Plymouth Salem's
Chiris Giites wwen the flrst singles title in tennls,
John Glenn defeated Farmington In
tho Western Lakes Activitiea Assoclation
football playeffs. Livonia Ladywood reached tho
cnho].ic Lesguo finals In glrls basketball before
alllng. And Plymouth Canton and Salem will lock
hom! in the WLAA gicls basketball flnals Friday.
No doubt I've overlooked zomeone. I must
have. But cnough’s enough, and at any rate the
polnt ia clear, All thess showdowna were held in
the lnst four wocks, with a majority of them
withln the past 14 daya,
Talk about & tight achedule, And yet to be
determinod are high school champa {n football,
glrls baaketball and girla

girla awimming.

By tho time those ars over, I'll be ready for &
rest. Or a rest home. But beforo I could be
Smmlm lnothcrgumwouldbeundcrwly

ore baskethall, volloyball, swimming
st [s endless.

APART FROM my own sanlty, 1 have to
belleve tha athletes involved suifer In this
explosion of playoifs. There are so many, and
thay are 50 clogged together, that foew sthletes

bow out thelr performance. It bocomoes
80 diluted.
Do Ihave any suggestl 'Hky.hlzuay
where. these days. I mistook

cxplained mymindia
mhmtmmwemo'doamm

But Weatlend Joha

T L
FILEPHOTO

Cralg Potaramark battied Injury and op-
posing ilnemen thls ecazon, but mean-
sged to land & spot on tho aroa's olite
team.

Crslg Palntmnrk
Farmington

Wos Pringle
N. Farmington

WLAA champs and went on to post a perfect regu-
lar scason. The Rockets also qualitied for the state
Class A playoffs where they Jost a hlgh scoring 33-

CC-GPN battle over
swapping game films

By Brad Emons
statf writor

‘Tom Mach's job zs Redford Cathollc
Central's football coach hns't been
easy this season.

It's tough enough playing the likes of
Rice, De La Salle, Divine Child and
Fordsop, but It's even tougher when
your next oppotent doesn't want to ex-
change game fllms,

“I've never exchanged films, and I've
‘been in the {school} systemn alnce 1069,°
sald Grosse Polnte North coach Frank
Sumbera, whoso team battles CC Satur-
day ot Lincoln Park in the second
round of the playoffs. “It doesn’t really
matter to me. I try to scout and see
teams whenever [ can.”

When Mach called Sumbera Monday
Ln‘:mlng, he was surprised to hear of

*He lald me it's hls policy that he
doesn't with anybody,” Mach

20 pre-regional game to defending atate
Ann Arbor Ploneer,

Although Glenn was knocked out of the playoifs
Friday, Obscrverland still has a representative n
the state tourney — Redford Cathollc Central,

CC's scason looked grim- after Harper Woods
RNotre Dame knocked off the previously unbenten
Shamrocks, 7-8.

But CC clawed lts way back, beating a patr of No.
1-ranked teams, Warren De La Salle and Dearborn
Dlvine Chlld, en route to the Catholle League title.

‘The Shamrocks then won their playofff epener
last week against Dearborn Fordson, 7-2, and face
Grosse Polnte North Saturday for the Reglon IV
champlonship.

CC and Glenn lead this year’s All-Obscrver con-
tingeat, plcked recently by the coaches. The two
schools combined to galn 12 of the 28 first-team

spots.
Here Is a look at the 1885 All-Arca football team.
OFFENSE

BYEVE (AWIN, JOHN GLENN, QUARTEABACK: A fwo-
yoar stnrior for the Rockets, Irwin tossed 17 career TD passes,
Including nine this saason.
The At-Weatemn Lakes pick “was & roal key to our team,” Gleon
coach Chuck Gordon aid,

“5tove has a groat arm, ba's amart, and bost of 8l he's a loam
Pplayer,” Goroon added.

(o, an outandg phchor, maco test year's A¥-Aroa baseban

TONY BOLES, JOHN GLENN, HUNN[NG BACK: Ob-
Borvorland may never 5ea 8 back fika him &

The 6-1001-2, 198-pound sacior ehtabiiod Nimsolt n sosson
13 000 o the slata’s promlsr backn, fushing for 1,331 yarda and 14
TO3. Ouring W Ihvve-year career, Doles nahod f0r 2,044 yards
and ecorod 35 TD3.

~Tony s 1ha finest a1hla1e ('vo ever besn around.” Gordon sakt

~And he has 8T the attribulea you look for, Ho worka hard, ho's @
Joador 23 2 orlioman. He's & (sam player and b has 8 eat
o

MIKE STEWART, BISHOP B0RQESS, RUNNING
futback/Bnebacker okows m Bor

(Wisconsin} ,
10 982 yards 45 11 TOS this ses-
mthMlolthni&J5yﬂﬂllnd 17TDs.

Plaaso turn 1o Pago 2

sald. "We (CC) always cxchange. Tho
only team that didn’t exchango with ua
this year was Ypsitanti, and that’s be-
cattse they had a new coach.

“It hasn't happened In a loog time,
but it's hls optlon.”

WITHOUT GAME FILMS, Sumbera
could be at an advantege. He saw down
the road that ke was golng to play CC
En the playoifs, 50 he scouted the Sham-
rocks a couple of times.

Mach, meanwhile, bas never scen un-
beaten North play, He has to go on the
word of his scouts, namely freshman
coach Dan Fortune.

“Grosse Polnte North is a passing
team,” Mach said. “And ¥ lhlnk the hu&
four games they've

+ more. They have a good quam:rback

{Cralg Como).
*“And they havo a good dn{:nse They

‘play a 44 (allgnment), and I under-

stand they hit and pursue well.*

Quarterback Cralg Como, & 8-foot-1,
170-pound senior, has hit 63 of 139
passes for 1,999 yards. His favorite
receivers are senlors Jon Palerzo and
Steve Pochmara. Last week in the first
round of the playoffs, Como dlrected a
last-minute touchdown drivo o beat
Detroit Murray-Wright, 16-18,

“We usually throw about 16 or 20
times a game,” Sumbera sald. *“We
threw more agalnst Murray-Wright be-
cause we svere behlnd.

“But we're not a afrald to throw.”

EVEN THOUGH North's offensiva

- line averages 210 pounds per man,
umbera thy

5i calls the CC game “a grut
challenge.”

*When you get to the ugly {final)
eight, you're going to play fine quality
teams,” he said, “Actually, I don't sea

North bows to
the valley girls

A good baskethall team from the
Western Lakes met up with a good
team from tho Kensington Valley Con-
{ference Tuesday night — score ono for
the Valley,

Milford (13-3) knocked off North
Farmington (11-8) 5142 with more
than a Littla help from Lorl Montante,

“She just took it to us,” Ralder coach

girls
basketball

any that they have.

football

*Thelr defenslve front five people
twi

['<

(de Brand). They have a sound de-:
fense, people have had uwhlo
moving the ball on them,

“CC can move the ball on the ground |
because thelr whole offensive line is:
good. And they've settled on a quarter-
back (Mark Stieve), and he's solldified
that tion, They haven't thrown a:
{at, but that doean't mean they can't:
throw. They bave & good recelver In
that Wn:dul(K en).”

ch sald he wouldn't be mrprbed
w seo North, like many oppopents
throughout the season, coma up with &
few new defensive wrinkles.

“THE IDEA of exchanging fllms
gives you that opportunity to change
your defenss,” he sald. "We never scem
to sec the same defenso that our scouts |
sce. They only tcam we played thls
year that stayed with the same defense
was De La Salle.

*It’s becoming more of an in-the-
game job Instead of a during-the-week
job. You've got to make more adjuat-
ments during the game, it seems.”

Saturday’s starting time is 1:30 p.m.
at Lincoln Park. The high school is lo-
cated on 1701 Champaign in the vicinl-

ty of Southtield Road and Dix Avenue.

JERRY ZOLYNEXY/atalt photograpter

Chris Kassa hopes to lunlh the
cc otfenss Saturday. -

malotesazcalres,

By tonselosy sostety was o draam et Rros)
solar paergy n tn ecanomicsl oltaensive ta comvml

WAITING UNTIL NOW 'I"II BUY A
SOLAR HEATING SYSTEM WAS
PRETTY SMART.

WAITING ANY LONGER COULD BE
STUPID.

VERY

Wihen atar keating aystemas wera firsd [dreduced for bome and beal w3
racs” h!lmlhw.mmllullluwth\n mmﬁunllnﬂdhlhu
U l:l.:l)'l: epqissers, manctsciorena 84 {5 Geviramant Legeter 19 danal

clid tver the grospecd of ralladls,

‘Greg Grodzicki sald.
Ovor theaat beenty years, thi e o clean, efchea, Inscpansive “a coat* muhw.mwmlmu
Montanta acored 17 polnts to lead A 18-0 third quarter erased any 500
o o i 1 pol . sg:mn:: hopes 2 bad of endlng Lts 55 m( Bﬂhlu Ia Rick!jan alops. I‘l::.llllL'_‘mr '
chipped In 14, & game losing streak. 1mnl.| [ h ol .
. ] :ﬂi-..u ozl
But the story waa free throws: Mil- Another in a series of superlative of- 31,1025, ale ax credla th
ford got some, North didn't. forts from senlor ;mnunp;mu was ;'”',"“ 3 ,‘ i ] “""""b"“"ﬁ [] .snunu
*We just couldn't get to the foul line,* :oulnw'u. She scored 12 of tho Hawks® 18 h?:“.!" 1875 lhlnh.mnnlunnr;rmsm&u%mm. ’Tml
1oaneieed Rasfl

Grodzicki sald. “Mliford ks & good hus-
tling team.”

- North hit 8-0f-18 from tho Lne. MIl-
ford hit on 17 of §ta 20 free throw tries.
That, for all the mathematiclanx, was
the margin of victory.

Heatber McPhilllps and Ann Howard
4 Notul with 10 polnt.l apiece.

The Hawks last realistic chance of
snapplog the akid this season comed
‘Thursday. Tho Hawks will bost Farm-
ington. The Falcons' only win of the
season came against Harrison.

WATERFORD MOTT 45, FARM-
INGTON 33: Sams old story for the
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' REDPORD UNION 47, HARRISON  Faleoax: ano bad stretch of play in an » GUARANTEED » INCREASES
G e playots,Fve already loarved to 15 Ml Becke amnasicod o 1 otberwize good cffort. ENERGY SAVINGS \\\u ] // " PROPERTY VALUE
xppmdmmemmn::m:.mw—:n“w ‘| letter of Intent to play mm The Falcons (1-18) tralled by one af- * Fg&wnuu : \\ o El'll‘ﬁlivugﬁgéls}m . |
" timmeliko & bo mhmnmumm. " | @ioaw Valley next yoar, - ter the first quarter, but wero ont- § i ’
Ibava'to belleve that'my effort — which . N ] scored 16-2 in the second. The Falcons S TENYEAR = =S ‘e BUARMK'EDL“!}WBT .
atnounts to about balf thif expended by my O&E .,,ﬁm"'"" the RU senlor went out  won the sccond half 21418, WARRANTY « T_.‘m".nnv Pl—-—_—-—'o-;'l-! PRICES IN MICHIGAN 3
cohorts — ‘wastod. At least it ]
he ecored 14" bbed 16 . o !
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