4GP

O&LE _ Thursday, Novembor 14, 19:

survey:

Oy Larry 0'Cennor
atotf writer

‘The word on girls high school athlet-
les in Oakland County schools ts:
“You've come along way, baby, but you
stlll have a few blocks to go.”

At lcast that appears to be the con-
clusion of a study done by QOakland
County's Project on Equal Educatlon
Rights (PEER) recently on sex cquity
In the county's high schools athletlc
programs.

PEER is a project of the National
Organlxation for Women Legal Defense
and Educatlon Fund. The 30-page re-
port, which used data from the 1983-84
school year, based part of Its summary
on the percentzge of glrls to boya In-
volved in high school sports. In Oak-
land County during the time of the sur-
vey, 49 percent of the student popula-
tion was female.

THE PURPOSE of the study was to
gauge the progress of girls' participa-
tion in sports since the cnactment of
‘Title IX In 1872, which bars sex dis-
criminatlon [n federally funded educa-
tlonal programis.

The schools were broken down Into
four categories: excellent, above aver-
age, below average and poor. The state
average (37 percent) separated the
above and below average schools. The
cxcellent and poor categories were di-
vided arbitrarily from the rest, using
the Jargest percentage diffcrence be-
tween schocls as a cuteff polnt.

Troy (45.3 percent), Blrminghkam
{44.7 percent), Hazel Park (44 percent)
and Bloomfleld Hills (43.2 percent)
were four dlstricts in the county noted
a3 moklng excellent progress in the
arca of sex equity.

Seven others, such as Rochester (33,3
percent), were singled out by the study
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‘One of the thinguwe noticed since the
budget crunch Is;lrls sportg have not

grown at all.’

~- Ellzabeth Quice
PEER spok

i

the winter Is ralsed by the report. The
poor gir] (18 percent) to boy (29 per-
cent) participation ratio is believed to
ba caused by girls basketball belng
played in the fall, which creates “a sep-
arate but cqual” situatlon, according to
the report.

One of the suggestions made includ-

1s

person

as maklng poor progress. (For a ¢n-
plete list of Gakland County rankits,
see accompanying chart.)

Overall, Qakland County, withi0
percent partlcipation by girls, us
above the state average of 37 perait,
While the report was positive for &-
land County, some ldeas for imprce-
ment Included:

@ Stronger junior varsity progras
for girly,

@ More opportunitles for glrlsty
particlpate in athletlcs during the ¥
ter.

@ More women coaches, .

® More oquitable budgeting be
tween 3ports.

Volunteers conducted the survey.i
12-page questionnalre was sent out )
school athletic dlrectors ar Title [
cogrdinators.

ALL BUT two of the.28 districtsy
the county complied with the surve
Clarencevllle and Waterford did not »

spond.

“It's the only objective measure v
have,” said PEER spokeswoman al
Bloomfield Hills resident Betty Pri
of the survey. “The report says (it
girls ought to be actively encourageds
participate (in athletles).”

Along with particlpation, other que
tions on the survey regarded staff -
{formation, support scervices (cheerles-
cry, pep bands), facllity uszge al

budget allocations.

According to the report, budget allo-
cations for girls and boys sports in the
districts were inequitable. While most
other sports are near parity, football

ple.

In the 1983-34 countywide budget,
80.8 percent went to boys’ athletics
while 38 percent to girls sports and 1.2
percent to coed sports, Football, ac-
cording to the report, grabbed 20 per-
cent of the overall budget; football
players comprised only 11 percent of
&l athletic participants.

“One of the thinga we notlced alnce
the budget crunch {is that) girls sports
have not grown at all,” P spok-
esperson Ellzabeth Gulse sald. *Foot-
ball has grown & lot.”

BUT ELIMINATION of football fx
not suggested.

“We need (o look at the total budget
and look to spend the money more
wlscly between sports,” Price sald. “We
renilze budgeting is a difflcult prob-
lem.”

Another concern Is aupport services
to female varlty teams; which consti-
tute 45 percent of the county's varsity
teams. The report sald the teams
received 84 percent of the total ser-
vices.

The dlaproportionate number of boys
to glrls Involved with athletics during

consumes a large chunk of the budget

od g g from fali
to winter and possibly adding another
girls sport in the fall (such as flcld
hockey). Michigan i3 one of four states
In which girls basketbal) ts ployed in
the fall.

Gulse sald moving glrls basketball to
the winter would increase the partici-
patien from 18 percent to 30 percent.

But one drawback of the proposal
would be the possibility of less expo-
aure for glrls basketball playing tn the
shadow of boys basketball, )

“We need o look at the total picture:
What's going to be the atrongest glrls
sports program?” Gulse asked.

ANOTHER SUGGESTION would In-
clude more female coaches and more
representatlon in administration. Only
13 percent of the coaches in the county
are female, according to the report.
Ferndale has the only female athletic
dlrector In the county.

On the state level, the Michigan High
School Athletic Assoclation (MHSAA)
has 25 commilttees with 254 positions,
but only 19 percent of those positions
are held by women. Women also hold
21 pereent of the committee positions
dealing with girls' four most popular
sports (basketball, softball, volleyball,
track). The reason glven for a lack of
female coaches is that there’s a low
supply and a high demand. The report
suggests women should be viewed as an
Integral part of all sports In the com-
munlty and encouraged by school dls-
tricts to coach both male and female

teams. ®

But the bottom Line ia the actlve en-

for glrls to p: In
interscholastle sporta. Part of that lo-
cludes stronger junfor high and junlor
varsity programs and more coed aports
(Only West Bloomfleld offers coed ski-
ing).

”(’!t'a) tb’e schools’ and the communl-

behind times.

cnts should more changes accom-
plished. Parents are extremely import.:
ant.” .

“For any good sports program, you
have to Introduce It at an carly age,”
Gulse 2ald, “and make sure they've had.
the opportunity to play It by the time,
they reach the varsity level. It doesn't;

1y's job,” Pricc sald. "Concerned par-  bappen without making it happen.”
rank clacs district femaloo on JV, vareity
1 A Troy 45.3%
2 A Blrmingham 44.7%
3 A Hazel Park 44%
4 A Bloomfiold Hllls 43.2%
5 A Berkloy 40.8%
8 B8 Brandon 40.7%
7 A Wost Bloomflold 38.9%
8 A Walled Lake 38.5%
9 A Holly Area 38.4%
10 B Oxford 38.2%
11 A Ferndale 38.1%
12 A Farmington 38.8%
13 A Royal Oak 38.7%
14 A Southtlold 368.7%
15 B Avondale 35.5%
18 B Madlson 34.5%
17 A Novi 34.4%
18 A South Lyon 34,1%
18 A Huron Valley 33.5%
20 A Rochester 33.3%
21 A Lamphore 33.3%
22 A Clarkston 31.8%
23 B’ Clawson 31.2%
24 B Oak Park 31.3%
25 A Ponllac 27.3%
Tho stato averagoe Is 37 parcent. Lake Orlon data was not avallable,
Waterford and Clarencovllle did not roturn surveys. West Bloomtleld
figures do not Include 136 students in co-od sports.

ADs don'’t see eye to eyeon issue

By Jim Hughes
stalt writor

Athletle directors from Gakland County don't ex-
actly see ¢yc-to-cye with a report examining sex
equity ln high school athletic programs for the
1983-84 school year.

The report {sec related gtory) addresses many is-
sucs germanc to boys and glrls high school sports,
draws conclusions and offers suggestions for
changes to the current altuation.

Ferndale High School athletle director Donna
Giltrow, the only female AD in the county, contend-
ed making and drawing
countywide s too large a scopo.

“If there are changes to bo made, thoy shouldn't
be made at the state or county level,” she zald,
“You should start at the local level. Not everybody
has the same kinds of problems, I can’t sce moking
someone do something in their dlstrict fust because
I'm dolng it In mlne. There may be a concern in our
own school that [s not a concern at another. Every
communlty is diferent.

“We're pleased at Ferndale because Ferndale Is
very supportlve of girls athleties. We don't feel
there's any Inequities as there may be at some
other dlstricts.”

ROCHESTER SCHOOLS atbletle director Dick
Ulrlch, whose arca was graded as showing poor
progress In female athletlc particlpation, sald his
district offers plenty of opportunities for female
athlctes, ang the problem with the lower turnout
may be a result of the growth of women's sports.

“A lot of glrls are not coming out for sports be-
causc the glirls are getting so much better,” Ulrich
sald, “Slx years ago, that girl may have played and
made a valuable contribution, but now the girls are

getting so much bette they may be intimldated.
Now, only the girls wh the strongest interest in
athletics want to pursiit.”

What bothered athtlc directors Joe Francis
{Troy) and Norm Quin(Bloomfleld Hills) was that
tbe report, in examing glrls vs. boys athletics,
was like the old applesnd oranges adage.

“You have to comps apples with apples,” sald
Francis, whose districivas listed under the “excel-
fent progress” categor *I don't think you ¢an ca-
pare the rest of athlets with football (because of
the enormnous budget ft footbatl).”

"THE CRITICAL luae the report docs not ad-
dress {3 each aport is o relative in regard to quall-
ty, quantlty and replament of equipment,” Quinn
3aid. *By the very nat'c of some sports, there's a
need for more protedve equipment, more unl-

.forms and more types  unlforms. By nature, some

(sports’) costs will be hher.”

Ulrich brings up a fnt along the same Unes of
Quinn's thinking.

*“Look at soccer ballf Ulrich suggested. *There's
a dlfference between e number belng replaced
because girls don't beaem up as much a3 the guys
do. We may need Lo sjnd more for the guys, but
that's not to say we're orichangling the girls.”

In 1983-84, Onkland Cunty schools used 60.8 per-
cent of the budget for tvs sports, and 38.1 for girls
;z(l:lrls. Of that §0.8 pennt, 35.3 was uscd for foot-

“When you look at foball, the costs are 80 much
higher, but it also bringin a Jot (of revenue),” Git-
trow safd.
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storm windows and doors.
Roduco your heal bilis wilh America’s No 1 Plastic,
FLEX-0O-GLASS. DRAFT FREE PAIOTECTION los your
home. Winler comfor! 1 a low. low cosi

WARP BROS. Chicago, 60651, Pioncers m Prastca
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SAVES FUEL
Keeps out cold, holds in heat,

Easy to cut, lasting.
Make your own porch enclosures,
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child’s fingerprints placed on the card.

invite you to do something good for your health...
and have a little fun while you’re at it!
Join us Sunday, November 17, as we celebrate Family
Health Day with an Open House from noon
to 5 p.m. We’xe offering you health serv-
ices (and some fun) ... all at ‘‘no charge.”

Vision, hearing and blood pressure tests for everyone five years old and up.
Informative films dealing with signilicant, health-related topics.
Child ID caxds for parents to keep ... and the opportunity to have your

Lab tests ble 1o all adults ... cholest

12-14 hours prior to any of these tests)

Refreshments ... for everyone!

Family Health Day makes good sense ...
because we believe in total flamily heatlth
care.

cine. Pediatrics, Dermatology, Allergy.
Optician services.

‘We also have X-ray and lab services
(with test results often available the same
day as your office visit). There's even a

for your convenience.

House. Or call us at 362-8800.

random glucose and urinalysis. (You must fast

The American Red Cross Blood Donor Drive, °

AtSomerset Medical Center, we think

Qur speciallies include Intermal Medi-

OB/GYN, Optometry, Ophthalmology and

pharmacy and dental office on the premises

For more information about our special-
ties and services, stop in during our Open

Dudding Suvply aloto Buy +1-FLEX.O-GLASS, W\ .
Accept n audshitutes S Somerset Medical is alfiliated with
PEAMORN HIDOHTS LIYOMA T Indepondence Health Plan. if you're an
sy ki i Independence member, you can receive your
nlines . .,:.‘.,"s,’:_‘.. ey exams, injections and viriually all regulag
spnRr mow e P medical care with no out-of-pocket costa for you.
penorT ' N " = Of course, we're glad to accept other major
T e -y medical insurance plans agwell.
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