Committee’s snub stops OU’s seasoh

By CJ. Ritak
staff writor

The soccer season Is over for Oak-
land Unlversity. For all that matters to
the powerful Ploncery, It might as well
have ended two months ago.

OU lost twlce and tled ooce in the
flrat week of the season, Ity two Josses
coming in the National Invitational
Soccer Tournament It hosts. That put
the Ploneers into a deep hole, one m(
provnd too deep for them to cllmb out

. ()r 50 they discovered Monday.
That's when the 12 teams selected to
compete In the NCAA Divislon 1T tour-
pament were announced, and that's
when It became olflclal that OU would
hot be one of them.

: THE DECISION hit the Ploncers and
coach Gary Parsons hard, comlng after
they had overcome thelr final foe,

Wright State, 4-1, at OU Saturday, The
Plonecers got a goal and an assist from
Meally Freeman, Marty Hagen and
Gray Haizel, Chan-Ho Allen also had a
goal and Mlke Vigh and Mark Christian
carned asaists,

That win was the 13th over the flnal
18 gumes of the season for OU. The
team flnlshed 14-3-2 and collected vie-
tories against Unlversity of Akron,
Michigan State and Illinols Stats, all
ranked in the top 10 of the Great Lakes
Reg,lun among NCAA Division I teams,

“What really hurts,” sald Parsons,
“ls that the team bad come on and
played great soccer the last half of the
scason. We were playing our best right

ow,

“1 honestly think we hud a chance to
8o all the way. I definltely think wo're
a better team at this polnt of the season
than we were last year.”

OU MADE the playotfs last year,

though. This year, the two early losses
proved [nsurmoantable.

“Really, you could look at it and say
we wero out of it after the first week-
end,” Parsona sald. “Maybe 1 we could
bave beaten Gannon (OU’s only loss af-
ter the early slump) we would have
made it. But Gannon was ranked sec-
ond [n the nation (Division IN)."

The sclectlon process left Parsons
“pot nnly surpriscd but a lttla bit ap-
palled.”” Two teams from each of six
reaions were chosen to the tournament,
with a threecoach committee making
the selectlons. The enaches based their
picks on a power rating of each team’s
schedule.

In the Great Lakes Reglon, New
York Tech and Davls and Etkins were
the teams given bids, leaving OU ~
ranked seventh nationally in the Inter-
colleglate Soccer Assoclation of Amerl-
ca (ISAA) coaches poll and second in
thereglon — as the odd team out.

THE TOP SIX tcams nationally
made the tournament, a3 did squads
ranked ninth, 18th, 15th, 17th, 16th and
19th. But the 1SAA has no control over
who makes the NCAA tournament.

“All scason long, I've been saylng if
1t eame down to the schedule I thought
wo'd get in because ours was best,”
sald Parsons. The committoe

disagreed, ranking beth NYT and D-E
ahead of the Ploneers even though OU
played efght top-20 teams in Divialons
1,1l and Il to flve for NYT.

“A couple of major flaws in the sys-
tem beeame obvlous by the teams that
got Into the playoffs,* sald Parsons. “In
every region there aren't two teams
that deserve to go, There are some
weak slsters that got in. Teams
shouldn't be rewarded for belng from a
weak reglon.”

Parsons was critleal of the “Inflex)-
ble situatlon the natlonal selectlon
commlttee i3 locked into" by pleking

Ocelot cagers off to quick start

+ QOne thing about freshmen — they
le surprisc you.

College men's by
oonch Rocky Watklns got a lot of sur-
prises during the Ocelots’ two games
Jast weckend at the Macomb Communl-
ty College Tip-off Clasale. Not all were
good, but there were enough to belp
Schooleraft to victorles over Lanslng
CC Friday end Kellogg CC Saturday,
: Nelther win was casy. The Ocelots
blew a 18-polnt tead In the second half
hgalnst LCC and had to rally from 12
points down In the final 2:52 to post an
89-88 triumph.

Agalnst Kellogg, Schoaleraft tralled
by four late In the game before mount-
ing a 10-2 run that carned the Ocelots
an 83-79 trlumph.

ALTHOUGH THE TEAM was [ar
from the model of conststency Watkins
would like, he was pleased with the vie-
tories, which, he noted, “came against
two pretty decent tcams, too.” With
three players currently Incliglble® —
one after transferring and two others
for academic reasons — Watkins had
to use his freshmea more than he want-
od.

“What we hope to do Is bring our
freshmen along slowly znd let them
galr experience at thelr own pace,” the
Ocelot coach sald. “Right now, we're
working on the development of our
freshmen. Whea the (Eastern) confer-
cace scason starts we want to play 11
and keep the game golng at a fast

pont

Schooleraft tralled KCC Saturday 77-
73 with three minutes eft when polnt
guard Clarence Jones, who had been in

foul trouble, sparked a comeback.
Jones entered the game, immedlately
stole the ball and scored to narrow the
gap to two.

A JUMPER by Derrick Kearncy,
who flnished with 28 points Saturday
after bagging 29 Friday agalnst LCC,
tled It with less than two minutes left.
After Jones fotled out, KCC's Ronnle
Tompklns — who scored 30 points —
had his shot blocked by Brad Turner,
Turner got possession and went the
length of the floor for a jam that put
Schooleraft ahead,

Kearney and Harold Martin added
insurance polnts for the Ocelots before
KCC scored a meaningless basket at
the buxzer, Kearney also had five
ateals, four rebounds and four asslats.
Turner contributed 19 polnts, seven re-
bounds, six gsylsts, aix ateals and two
blocu, while Martin added 11 polnts
and five asalsts,

Against LCC Friday, Watkins went to
his {reshmen In the sccond half and it
nearly cost the Ocelots, but be was hap-
Ppy a certain freshman was in the lneup
when it counted. Mike White, from
Piymouth Salem, hit the game-winning
Jumper with 10 scconds left.

“WE TRIED to play too many fresh-
men,” he =ald, “They’re good, but
they're atlll freshmen, and we had too
many kn at the sarme time,

‘Mlke White's o bit different. He
played well for us both nights, and he
was the enly polnt guard we bad beklad
Jones."

Schoolcraft led 63-49 at the half and
huilt that into a 18-point bulge before
LCC stormed back and eveatually went

C’ville pulls off win

Talk about gutty per-
formances.

Clarenceville got a 20-
point performance from
senlor Kelly Watsen en
route to a thrilling 35-34
victory over Lutheran
West Tucsday In a Metro
Conference glrls basket-

tunate,”

contributed to the victo-

ry.

“They were very for-
C'vllle coach
Jack Grepan sald. *I'm
golng fo have to go to
church twice on Sundny.”

The Trojans,
tratling most of the

points and fellow sopho-
more Karen Young added
seven to go along with
Watson's blg night.

The Trojans are &5
and In third place n tho
Metro Conference.
after

ahead by 11 with 2:52 lelt.

“Qur defense got us back {n (¢t,” sald
Watklns, who utilized a full-court press
and exceptional defensive play by
Jones, Turner and Kearney,

Kearney's 29 topped Se.houlcrnlt
“He's a blue-chipper, you can tell”
Watkins sald of tha former all-stater
from Detrolt Kettering. Jones had 14
points and elght assists, Ernle Zlegler
scored 31 points and Turner and Martin
chipped In with elght polnts aplece.
Turner was high rebounder with nine,

ON MONDAY, Schooleralt had little
trouble dlsposing of Orchard Lake St.
Mary's 71-56 in the Ocelots’ home-
opener,

Schooleraft jumped out quickly,

ADs conflict
with survey

Continued from Pagoe 4

THE INEQUITY of female particlpants and
coaches may be evident now, but some of the ath-
Ietle directors believe It will even out ln time and is
not something that will change Immediately,

“Tho blggest problem is there Esn't a supply of
women coaches,” Francls sald. “There's a tremen-
dous demand, but there are very few out there,”
them,” Quinn sald, *but it's
golng to takoe some time. Women's athletics, tho vi-
able program as we know it, developed over the
that with tho developement
of men's athletics over a 15-year perfod of time
takes you back to the Olymples In Greece. I think
wn remarkably well,

“We'd love to have

past 15 years. Compare

women's athletles have
but it'a not going to change overnight.”

o "I think women have come along a lot slnce they
Atarted,” Glitraw added. “The girls who were the
ploncers In the growth of women's athletics are
near the chlldrearing age, and thelr chlldren are
going to be exposed to athletlcs and encouraged to

participate.”

The bottom line, as Qulnn sees it, i3 that com-

munlties are offering opportunlitics,

“Wo always felt, and still feel, we're here to pro-
vide programs for all studeats that attend our
schoals,” he said. “That's what ‘we're here to do,

regardless of sex.”

buildlng a 12-0 lead and maintalning
that bulge throughout the first half.
OLSM got back to within one in the sec-
ond half, prompting Watkins to relnsert
hia starters back In the lineup.

Thirteen players made an appear-
ance for Schoolcraft, and 10 scored.
Martin Jed with 18 polnts. He alse had
eight rebounds, three asslsts apd two
steals. Jones scored 11 polnts, had
three aslsts and two blocked shots and
Kearney flnished with m polnts, nine
rcbouud.l and three steal

b Bringman ted OISM with 14
polnu Amos Brown had 12 and Greg
‘Washburn 10.

The Occluu play Jamestown (N.Y.}
CC Friday and Seuthwestern CC Satur-
day at Flint Mott CC.

Thursday, November 14, 1085 O&E

two teams from cach nglon. lnmd.

he offered a plan for
senting each reglon md six ll-llrzo
berths.

THE POWER ratings, oo, upset the
QU coach. *“They made thelr final deci-
afon using that because they wanted to
ba as objective a8 possible,” he sald.

The problem was that the reg!mul

Wright State coach G d.rul].l.,
Dowllng (N.Y.) College mch Dick
Jamison and Bellarmine (Loulsville,
Ky.) College coach Georga Taurman —
cach rated & team. Andrulls handled
the team he was most familiar with,

ou.

Jamlson did NYT and Taurman was
responsible for D-E. Parsons was con-
vinced that, even though Andrulla told
him after Saturday’a gamo that OU
was better than NYT (Wright State
played both), the WSU coach gave the

Ptoneu- scheduls a low power rating.
tum (Nm got a real pood
another (OU) got a bad
Me." 3ald Parsoos. “The guy from
Ohio was more m—l.ngent than tho guy
{rom New York.

ANOTHER NADBQUACY In the
power ratlng spftem: D-E abd NYT
played cne common opponent, Kecne
College, NYT lost 1-0 and D-E won 6-0,
but NYT got the region’s top seed.

It was a sour endlng to an otherwise

successful segson for the

“1 feel real bad for the seven senlora
on the team,” sald Parsoms, “They
won't gel the chance to prove the selee-
tion committee was wrong.

“The only thing we can ba satizfied
with (s that we did the job on the field."

Unfortunately, the Ploneera will nov-
er get the chance to prove bow good
they were.

OU spikers falter

‘What started 50 promlslng ended as
somewhat of a_dlsappolntment for
Ounkland * Unlveraity's vulloybnll
squad. The Ploncers flnlahed f1f]
tho Great Lakes lnureouegh!o Auﬂ
letle Conference (GLIAC) tournament
last weckcnd at Lake Superlor State,

QU, which finished in a first-place
tie with Ferrls State and Grand Val-
ley State in the dual mateh season
with a 8-1 record, was given a third-
place seed for the tournament after
GLIAC commlissloner Tom Donahue
ruled no pollcy had been adopted by
the conference to serve a4 a te-
breaker.

e scedlng was

THE PIONEERS got off to a suc-
ecastul start Friday ting
gan Tech 185-12, 15-17, 18-10, 15-8. But
they ran Into F5C in the second rousd
and wero soundly defeated 7-18, 10-
15, 4-15,

OU was unable to recover from the

was y
Northwood Institute 14-18, 11-15. On
Saturday tho Picooers were abla to
palvage {ifth place [ tha tourney with
a 15-11, 15-8 victory over Lake Supe-
ror State,
Senior hitter Bocea Wyatt swatted
42 Killa In the tournament with a 311

Th b
drawing tha top three tcams from !
hat, and OU lost out. FSC got the top

and ended up winning its fourth-
stralght title.

attack and had nine serv-
ing aces, 15 solo blocks and five block
assists, Freshman Tracey Jones col-

lected 30 kills with a team-best (343
:gmck percentage and bad eight solo
ocks.
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LEARN TO SKl PROGRAMS
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