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‘Present Laughter’ gets stylish performance

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “Pres.
enit Laughter” by Noel Coward con-
tinue through Sunday, Dec. 1, on the
Oakland University campus near
Rochester. For ticket {nformation,
call the boz office at 377-3300.

Witty dlalogue, sprightly pacing and
superb casting make Meadow Brook's
production of Noel Coward's “Present
Laughter” a worthy blt of comic none
sense.

In “Laughter,” Coward al-

the, right witty touches down to ple-
tures of Shakespeare and Shqw on tho
walls. And the costumes for the femme
fatale of the play are cloctric. They
could bave rivaled Cher's when her
flamboyant outfits stole every TV show
away from poor Sonny, or Marlenc
Dietrich's in an earlier era. Costume
designer Lynn Bonnell knows
that with Noel Coward, style is what
counts,

THE FACT 1S Coward couldn't stay
out of the Umelight 8o he kept writing

mast entlrely with the heavy-duty de-
mands of playwriting In favor of

himself plum parts to showcase bls {al-
ent. The role of Garry Essendlne, the
matinee [dol ln “Present

and the P

tion that came to be hia trademark. Ho
gives challenglng ideas tny walk-on
parts, then rushes them into the wings
50 they don't interfere with the fun, and
he entlrely dispenses with the conven-
tion that charactera ought to develop.

Characters stay charmingly the
same from beglaning to end. Style,
rather than idea, Is the essenco of the
comedy.
The tine set by Peter Hicks has ali

Longish concert has good variety of both old and new

Saens'

Laughter,” 15 a part Coward wrote for
himsell. Many consider Essendine a
thinly disguised Coward clone.

Carl Shurr is fine as Essendine, the
egocentric ur who can’t stop acting
cven when he's alone kn a room. Alone
he never ks for long, with the stream of
oddball servants, fawning fans and
other assorted zanfes who catapult in
and out of doors In his studlo.

Jayne Houdyshell is a howl as Essen-

trarf! '

Laughter.* I's an example of Coward's

e rem——ran

Cathie

Breidenbach

much-applzuded skill at keeplng action
bubbling. Essendine's eatourage in-

cludes his secretary (Barbara Barr- 13N
P

Inger); his estranged, but frieadly wife
(Jane Lowry), and two producer/dlrec-
tor friends, Morria (Christopher Darga)
and Hogo (George Gultto).

C

dine's mald, a Scand £

who shutfles about with a dour deadpan
look and & cigarette stuck to her upper
lip. She's hilerious even before ahe
opens her mouth to 1, in her hoke,
Scandinavian aceent. peak 4

Jilllan Lindig as Joanna, the *dia-
mond-studded =lren,” slithers like a
predatory femnle = all catlike grace,
‘The Indy deflnlicly moves well, It adds
1o the suspensc to wonder if we'll catch
a more-than-intended glimpse of cleav-
age as she slinks around in her knock-
cm-dead gowns.

Cynthla Carle plays Daphne, the sllly
young thing who fells under Essen-
dlne's apell and into his bed. She cap-
tures charmingly the blitsering appeal

of ber

IN REAL LIFE Carle is married to
Curtls Armatrong, who plays the off-
kilter young playwright. Direetor
Terence Kilbum capitalizes on Arm.
strong's recent populerity os a nerdy
type in the movies “Revenge of the
Nerds” and “Rlsky Business ®

On stage Armstrong plays a nerd,
who La a lightening bolt of crazed ener-
gy He's an apt comedlan who steals
the Ilmelight with hin rubberized ankles
and broad gestures, The audlence loves

Piot, despite Ita multiple complexi-

tics, is merely a vehiele for keeplng the
people moving In and out in *Present

man of the dlvislon of

and

A mizture of contem.

in the plot revolve
around femme-fatale Joanna's pen-
chant for collecting men, She's wife lo
Hugo, mistress to Morris and In the
courzs of the play adds Gary to her list
of conquests. Everyone consplres to
keep the tangled ties with Joanna se-
cret and to ignore the presence in the
apare bedroom of Daphne, the latest
smitten-young-thing Gary has “be-
fricnded.”

For added maghem, throw in the
crazy young playwright, n cheeky but-
ler and a Scandinavian occultlst mald.
“Present Laughter” keeps the comlc
characters coming {and golng) and
shows off Coward's glft for dlalogue,
the verbal fencing between clever peo-
ple that, though seldom profound, made
him o legend.

Carl Schurr stars In “Present
Laughter.” g

sounded much better Su-:

Larry Nozero, alto sax-
' day than it did in the!

of extemporancous sec-
ophone; James Hartway,

parary sounds, old favor-
ites and classical musie
waos the blend Sunday af-
ternoon at the Oakway
Symphony Orchestra con-
cort. There were some
wonderful offerings, al-
though the concert was
on the long side of two
hours.

..David Cerone, ncwly

Rondo Capricciose, The
plece Is always o crowd
pleaser and a perfect
cholee for the artist to
show off his technlque.
Earlier in the program
Cerone jolned Concert-
mester Emlly Mutter
Austin In Vivaldl's Con-
certo Grosso ln A minor
for Two Viollas. The two
did not match

©
P

the Cleveland Institute of
Music and former chalr-
man of the Violin Depart-
ment at Curtls, was mag- -
nificent In his virtuoso

In the levels of thelr
sound, especially In the
firat mavement. This
tended to be remedied by
the third movement.
Austln, who usually has

3

il Mary Jane
‘o 2y DoOCIrr

compositlon and theory
at Wayne State Unlversi-
ty, lkes both jazz and
classical musle but he ia
not crossing over ln his
composltions, He s
blending the two forms,
His *C P

a very sweet sound from  cesco DI Blasl, 1685
her violln, did not top the  winner of the Farmington
boald sound of Cerone, Distingulshed Service to
the Arts Award, brought
» in the Larry Nozero
CERONE'S perform-  quartot for the socond
ance was impressive half.
ecnough and would have
been enough for ane con-

Many musicians today,
who lke both fazz and
classical music, are dolng
what Ls becoming known
as crosslog over, or play-
Ing works in both idioms.
Jomes Hartway, chair-

for
Jozz Quartet and Sym-.
phony” was performed by
the orhcestra with the
Larry Nozero Quartet. It
is a difflcult work for the

tlons of solos by the quar-
tet members, Even if the
music waso't always ac-
curate the performance
‘was a dellghtful one.

‘Tuls work Is light and
appeallog, ns Hartway's
others works are. It de-
scribes city life, begln-
alng with church betls on
“Sunday Mornlng,” and
moves through the week
with livelicr sounds for

to
follow, with the amount

ys® and “Satur-
day Night.*

cert. Conducter Fran-

plano; Peter Dominquez,
basx; and James Ryan,
drums, all followed the
scere, improvialng during
their own s0lo selections,
which ts where the work
gets its greateat attrae-
tlon.

THE ORCHESTRA

- monrermLEY

KEEQO Tw|

apring. There were some
pltch  problems in the;
strings in  Handel-Kin-
dler's Prelude and Fugue |
in D minor and a few off .
pltch notes in Handel.”
Harty's “Water Music
Suite,” Overall, the
sirings have a very full
sound.
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On Orchard Lake Road et Cass Lake Rd,
1% Millos W, of Telegraph » 8632-1900
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‘A Chorus Line"
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N. PEEWEE's
BIG ADVENTURE (PG)
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All the lobster
and other seafood
delicacies you can eat.

Haymarket.
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Friday evenings at the

Reservatlons required .
$27.95, all ages
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STARRING NANCY GURWIN
Directed by Edgar A. Guest IIl

also staming Aaron Hunt, C. Lindsay MacNeil,
Rob Moxisi and Grace Ward

NOW APPEARING THROUGH DECEMBER

$17.95 per person includes dinner
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

APPEARING AT
MAMA MIA RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
9361 Cocley Lake Rd., Unlon Lake, Michigan .
SATURDAY PERFORMANCES -
Cocktalls, Dinner 7 p.m. ® Show 8:15 p.m.=|
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iting and
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sophisticated and intimate, The cuisine is

creati i and

includes such del

Loin of Veal.

vely p
presented with flair and finesse.
For dinner, select from a varied menu that

ectable fare as California

Chevre with Basil & Currants and Sauteed

Lunchis adelightful medley of light entrees,
 lively salads, fresh pastas and fish specialties,
333 East, A memorable dining experience.
‘l_iesqvat:‘g;w: aremq\meg. Openun;j 10:09pm
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<and Scnday oonl
inner patrons.
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31:00pm. Free parking for @
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333 East—Tasteful Elegance.

The new 333 East, A unique restaurant
that surrounds you with elegance, yet remains

Omni INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
. AT MILENDER CENTER
* DeTROTT

Caslos Murphy's has aa offer you'l warm up bo.¥ou ezn get Bisbecued Chicken
brushed with rich, robust sauce, Or Baby Back Ribs, tender, plump and full of

flavor, Ot even barbecue sty!
with buttery com, cole slaw and French Fries, Offer explres December 21, 1985.
. . . N - DETICRENRY A

le Beef Ribs emothered in sauce, Your cholee comes
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333 East Jofferson Avenue, Detroit, MI48226  (313)322.7404
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