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Stevenson looks toughest in tough WLAA

By Chris McCooky
staff writor

bqﬁhur.k Olson and Pat Duthic aren't blg on hyper-

The two Observerland swim coaches could be
best a8 low key in thelr assexsments of
area talent and teams,

S0 whea tho two proclaim tho Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Association as the best swim conference fn
the state — take heed.

The WLAA I3 on dlsplay this week at Plymouth
Salem. The conference moet began Wednesday with
the pretlmlnary races. The dlving competition Is
Thursday night, and the finals are at 7 p.m. Friday.

And If you take Olson's and Duthle's assertions
lightly, consider this: .

AT LEAST three performers in aach event have
already swum statequallfylng times, In the 200-
yard individual megley, the top seven seeds have
qualifed for state, The top seven backstrokers are
also state qualiflers. The top flve sceds In the 100
butterfly have quallficd.

Last year's state champlon In the 200 IM, Sherrie
Sudek of Livonia Slcvemn. is the No. 3 seed in the
teague meet this seasor

“When you coruldcr that 60 to 70 percent of the
swimmaers use the Jeague meet to quallfy for state,
the fact that 80 many have qualifled prior to the
meet §s pretty incredible,” sald Olson, who s the
head man at Plymouth Salem.

Olson and other coaches have predicted that next
season, it Is Hkely that 13 WLAA swimmers wlll
quallfy for state n the backstreke.

“Isn't that something — you're good enough (o
swim In the state meet, but you can’t score polnta in
the league,” Olson sajd.

Duthle, the North Farmington coach, observed:
“As o league, from top to bouam 1don't think there
is any better,”

THE IRONIC thing about thls WLAA meet,

OLSM eyes
improvements

on cage scene

By C.J, Risak
stalf writer

What faces Orchard Lake St, Mary's college bas-
ketball coach Tim Domke this year isn't a lack of
helght, or experience, or quickness, or depth.
Rather, It's a puzzle, one that he must solve quickly
i the Eagles are to enjoy a suceeasful campaign.

. "I'm excited," Domke sald about the challenge.
“We're a batter team at everything except, right
how, defense.”

+ The always-optimistlc Domke doesn't want Lhat
}o be misinterpreted, Lhough. As talented as OLSM
Is, it may be awhlle before it pulls things together.

' ONE REASON ls a monstrous schedule. The Ea-
gles, comling off a 17-17 season that included 13
wins Ip their last 15 gemes, have treacherous tests
ahead [n Northwood Institute, Saginaw Valley
State, Indiana State, St. Bonaventure, Wayne State,
II!llsdalc, ‘Youngstown State and Oakland Unlversi-

. All are in the next month, And OLSM plays 14 of
its first 18 games on the road.

! “We're not golng to start 12.2” sald Domke."
‘“We'll be lueky to be 500 at Christmas,

 "Were stlll young. Even the playera returning
\are young. And we're not playinx ml well right
\now. We're still thinking through th

' THAT WILL have to change if the Eng!u are to
‘enjoy any pre-Christmas success, Domke does have
_some experienced players to bulld around. All six
;of the returnees have started dt thelr careers,
. Steve Kopicki, a 6-foot-8 senlor forward who
Javeraged 17 points and 13 rebounds a game, und
tErlch Hartnett, a 6-3 sophomore guard (from
xPlymouth Saler) who contributed 14.5 points, 5.8
irebounds and 6.6 assists, provide the oucleus,
""" Others who will contribute heavily are Lance
«Davls & §-8 junlor polnt guard (frem Orchard Lake
(St Mary’s Prep School), seven polnts and 8.8 assists
‘a8 game last year; Gary Pederson, a 6-8 junior ¢cen-
dcr-(orwud 12.8 polnts and 7.6 rebounds; Mike
* Belezak, 2 6-6 wphwmore forward (lmm Redford
'St. Agatba), and Scharboncau, a 6-3 junlor

Rod
guard-forward who was sidellned wlm a broken

hand last year.
; And ycl, (wm these scasoned performers aren't
g positions. That’s because
lDomke has u bevy o! top-nateh recruits, some of
} whom will carn Lnstant playing time,
l THOSE WHO figure to contribute quickly are
tAmos Brown, a 64 forward from Pootiac North-

+ | hunt l; an NAIA berth. That
. mk.?mhmmmwvmqmm

ot .
mcnth,thsuxl Muﬁmhh‘.

though, ts that most teams have just about conced-
od the league title to Llvonia Stevenson — and not
out of any respect for tradltfon.

Stevenson has won the three previous league
crowns, but thls year’s veraion of the Spartans may
be the most powerful.

*I just don't sce how anyone can catch them,”
Duthlc said,

That’s discouraging news to the rest of the league
beeause most coaches feel that North has the best
chance at topping Stevenson.

“I'm not totally convinced Stevenson bas a lock
on this thing,” Olson sald. “I was very impressed
with North Farmington's dunl meet tcam. T'll say
this, I don't think Stevenson can take them lghtly.
I'm sure they remember how close we came to
them last year.”
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THE SPARTANS, 8-0 [n tbe dual meet soason
and champlons of the Lakes Division, earned five
Ilrst-place seeds, Shella Taormina (3:11.6) edged
Livonia Churchill's Audra Martin (uu) In Ihe 200
IM, She Is also Lbe favorita to win the bu

Ann Bollinger {25.8) ks flvm-ed to wi.n the W lree-
style over North's 25.8). Stevenson
s heavily favored to wln the 400 lmutylo relay.

‘To top It off, the Spartans are to
1-2-3 sweep in the backstroke, Bollloger, Sudek and
Kathy Sullivan are the top three seeds,

North Farmington's Jennlfer Rowe will enter the
meet favored in both the 200 free (2:88.7) and 500
free (5:08.1). She'll get a strong challenge In the 200
Irom Stevenson's Michele McKenzie and Jull Quin-

lan. .
North Farmington {1:57.2) and Livonia Churchill
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(l $7.6) sbould have quite a battle for first place In
the 200 medley relay.
Salem’s Rristal lelnr and Stevenson’s Quinlan
should provide ﬂkﬂngnul.n!.bawulmﬂou:
are seeded first with 66.0 clod!.np. er tall is
Plymaua: Canton's Lynn Massey (58.:

CBURCHILL'S Audra Martln and North's Cindy
Cramer are less than one second apart in the 100
breaststroke with Canton's Julle Cox close bebind.

The competition for the diving polnts [s as in-
tense as ever. Defending champ Cathy Stafford of
Stevenson will get a strong fight from John Glean's
Jamie Koester,

Yes, Stevenson is favored to win the WLAA ttle,
and with good reason. But as Olson sald: “Funny
things can happen In & league meet.”
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‘I don't think
Stevenson can take
{North Farmington)
lightly. 'm sure thay
remember how
closo wa came to
them iast yoar.”

— Chuck Olson

Salens coach
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