Kerosene heaters are safe, but

BY Pmny Wright
spocial writer

IS THE unvented pottable kercaene
beater nafe? “Yes, but. ;
swer frequently beard.

Tho State Fire Marsbal's offlce just &

released a report detailing aceldents

involving unvented portzble heaters

during the 1984-35 heating season. Ten
incidents occured with flre and emoke
damage cosls eatimated at over

$100,000. No fatallties were reported.
Noting that the number of incidents
Is based on voluntary information re-
ported by flre departments around the
nnle Lt. Art Nash of the Stata Police
Divitlon iz castious about

cndon!ng tho use of keroseno heaters.
“We don't encourage thelr use,” sald
Nash. “A tested and labeled vented
heater 15 better, 1f used properly, the

koresene heater is OK, hutyml are ln- .
barard.”

creasing the flre

MICHIGAN STATE Ualverzity pro-
fessor Howard Dogs 1s equally cautious
about the low-accident profile of porta-
ble kerosene usage around the stats,

Welle Doss is pleased there aren't
more documented cases of heater acel-
dents, he can't stop worrylng about un-
vented bealer users. “T am concerned
about the person who replaces central
heating with a kerosene beater. Or the
person who uses the heater while
aaleep or while lving in a multiple-
famlly dwelling unit."

Doss, a faculty member rol the MSU
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Daaa thlnh his efforts have made a
{n how poople use the beat-

first became concerned about kerosena
heaters in the early 1980s. He dlscov-
ered a fot of people In rural arcas, In-
teat on beating bills, were
doing risky things with the popular en-
ergy saving devices,

IN 1 Doas' department al
with lhe M5 Wuo &unﬁgg
Service lssued a bulletin listing safety
and wse considerations for portable

Oakland Unlversity is cooperating
with Psicor Inc, of l;yrlgnlon to o!!:rg
new bachelor'a degree in perfusion
technology. ]
The program will train studeats to
operale the circulation equipment
needed In any operation where it ia nec-
esgary to mpport or rvp!.nbo. patient's

such as apen hun lurgery
The OU Board of 'n-m!m apprvvui
the program Nov. 13 with &

eraat lcntlnthcmumydlulmd.

“The top grade of keroseno (1K) is
more available now then It ever was,
Kerozene other then 1-K grade 13 not
deaigned for use inside bomes. 1.K
grade kerosene i3 mare reflned and ro-
duees the health riak by having a lower
sulphur content.”

DOSS SAID that the U.S.

thoughts kerosene heater usage:
“Buying a kerosens heater fs
mmgewn‘n for Christmas. It's
hnvuwkwwmtywn
maintainesce,

lcw.ulnh tpechl
supervizion and

Oople: of Extemlon Bulletin E-1669,
‘Somo Contlderations Aboyt Portabls
szm Bulcn." may be obtalned

Product Safety Comrolasion based fn
Washiogion, D.C., lssued a Lt of 17

tion subject to the approval of tho pres-
ident. The Brightoo firm is the gation’s
largest contract perfusion group.

The program will be offered under
ausplees of ﬂw Behool of Health Sclenc-
ex. Currently, the only perfusion tech.
nology (nlnﬂu in Michigan i1 & certifi-.
cal!: program at Harper-Graco Hospl-
tals.

QU STUDENTS ,will take a health °

zelence coro curriculum and geperal
cd\lcuuon courses at tho unlversity
then the

portion

by
sion Service, mu E. Lansing, Mich.

40824,

OU offers new med-tech degree

of thelr training. Students will spend
one year of advanced sclence study

year of clinlcal education, year
clinieal education will consist of four

12-week rotations through clinical sites
staffed by Pxicor pumau hospitals
In Michigan and other

Tho univeralty wonld expect mmmlf
16 to 24 students In the flrst class, pos-
albly In the fall 1988.
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