Landlords battle tenants’ rights legisiation

By Tim Richard
staff writor

A suburban apartment boom is cacs-
Ing a battle over tenants’ rights in the
state House of Representatives.

"“There's o shortage of apartment
unlu — no question about it,” Danlel
Cooper, attorney for the Apanmenl As-
sociation of Michigan, told the Houss
Consumers Committee last week.

But Cooper called a package of
tenants’ tights bills, sponsored by Rep,
Maxine Berman, D-Southfleld, ‘“an
over-reactlon to the fantastic growth in
the cconomy, especially in her. dls-
trict.”

“Your arca is one of the hottest in
America with EDS coming In,” sald
Cooper, referving to a high-tech subal-
dlary of General Motors which is bulld-
ing in Oakland County.

Cooper and the landlords opposed all
but one of the bllls as burdensome.

“IT IS NOT burdensome,” Berman
countered, “to place Into law what
most good lnndlnnis are doing.” .

And the her-

Rop. Maxine Borman
problem widespread

crcases to long-term tenant were
dropped from one Bl '
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self an apartment-dweller, said public
testimony showed tenants are having
problems in Westland, Blrmingham,
Troy and Farmington H\lu ulong with
Macomb County, Ann Arbor and De-
troft.

“This doesn't control rents,” she said,
notlng that provisions o limit rental in-

last week turned into a polite tug-of-
war between Cooper and Berman, Coo- |
T was a atote leglsiator from wulh-
ern Oakland County for 14 years until”
defeated by Do

meellng

REPUBLICANS on the panel g,l

-only one of Berman's bllls any suppart

— HB 4515, requlring longer notlices of
rent increases, erwise, a thinly-
velled partisan split appeared to be de-
veloping on the Democratic-controlled
committee,

Rep. Justine Barns, D-Wauand
missed the meetlng but cast a proxy
vota for all of Berman's bllls,

Cooper objected that Berman's pack-
age would be & burden on all landlords
though only a few are bad. “There are
nuts everywhere. Your leglslation is
precipitous,” he sajd,

per also objected that the bllls
would requlre too much paperwork for

Imdlurd.l. "Qur soclety Is smothered in
paperwork,” he sald.

BERMAN COUNTERED, “Do you
think 24 houra nctice (of a rent In-
crease) ks sufflcient?™

“No landlords are doing this,” Coo-
per repll

*“The tepant must glve a 30-day no-
tice to vacate," Berman shot back. “If
a lepant s glvea n rent inerease notice
one day befere, it glves them (tenants)
precious little time to lock for a new
place.™

“No money changes hands. Thls bill
doesn't require anythlng new. It glves
the tenant notlee 30 the teaunt can have
time to Jook around,” she added.
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Landlord-tenant bills
await House action

QOnly one of the landlord-tenant bllls
before the House Consumers Commit-
tee has becn reported out. Sponsar of
cach Ia state Rep, Maxine Berman, D-
Southficld, Here ks the status of each:

HB 4525 — Landlord must provide
tenant written notlce of a rent Increase
in twlce the period for which the tenant
must glve notice of intent to leave.
‘Thus, i tenant s required to give 30

" days notlee of intent to mave, landlord
must give 60 daya notice of vent in-

HB 4695 ~ Tenant can't be rcquircd fuels.

to walve right to joln tenant organlza-
tion ‘or waive right to take part In lts
lawful actlylties, Stillin
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That bill was repvrlcd out on & 6-3
vote with recommendation for House
passage.

THE BILL requiring landlords to
‘provide a five-year history of rents
drew moro fire.

“Why am I responsible to report to
him (fenant) ‘my business? Does ho
have to tell ma hh'l" sald Grand Ra-
plds landlady Tercsa Cardinale. "l'hey
could care less what mymum

agreed, argulng, ‘“Does a'car
dulerﬁva w glve you the price hlsto-
ryof a car?”

An vutstate landlord assoclation rep-

resentative cx'lur.lmd the cmlm pack-
age of bllls. sayicg apartment owners
in other states “ask mo why I would
eves w-n! lo owa property In M Michi-

'WB MUST bavo some good laws,” "
countered Rep. Michael Beanaoe, D-
Detroit, “or we wouldn't have so many
landlords. le are
. . .alotof money, . . They're
up a8 much property as they can.”

‘“Detrolt, which used to bo & home-
owners' clty; is becoming @ renters’
town,” .uud Bcn:une. who supported
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resldential and commer-
cinl customers.
Consumera Power,
which serves most subur-
ban communitics, asked
the Michigan Rublic Ser.
vice Commiaslon for per-
mission to Institute a
flexible rate for industri-
al customers who have
the capabillty to use el-
ther natural gas or other

“While one of Con-
sumers Power's major

HB {696 — Tenent may sue landlord
who Interferes in right to take part in

tenants' organization. Tenants may use -~

“commons” arca for meetings on
tenants’ concerns. Still in committee,

HB 4697 — Tenants' security deposit
shall earn simple Interest at 7.5 per-
cent annually. Failed in camm(ute‘

crease. R d out of
to House floor.

HB 4580 — Tcnant's security deposit
can't be incre: during occupancy.
Withdrawn by sponsor.

v dead for session.

“uB 5225 — Landlord miust provide
prospectlve tenant rental rates for last
llve years the landlord has owned' IL

Still in committee. . : t
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of gas will
transport spot-market
gas for Consumers Paw-
er's large Industrial and
other customers until
Dec. 14, the approval of
the proposed new flexible
rate §s necessary to con-
{inue serving these major
Industrial customers af-
ter Dec. 14, sald Charles
F, Brown., the utllity's
vice president for cus-
tomer services,

Paydlolnqlul Testing ¢Paychiatrle Eva!uallon

427-3981

. Shlngtes
. New—repalr-reroo!
« Allleaks stopped ' -

FLAT ROOF SPECIAI.IBTB
WORK GUARANTEED
Sinco 1982 .

WONDERRL - TOYS - FOR - GADD - GIALS - AND -8OYS

CHRISTMAS

From
AROUND THE WORLD

Exercise Company

We Wish You A Merry Fitness
And A Happy New You!

3 FREE CLASSES

with any series purchased by Dec. 37, 1985
The Perfect Gift For Yourself or Someone Youlove,

FITNE $SE

UIH!IIHGHABJ
540 2535
FAHHIHGYOH

Hortimesaton

oty g
B81-FITT

All Fabric

* DOLLS

» TOYS

« ORNAMENTS

- The Besi Ever In

Fax Clabes /n Kids

RAINBOV LOLLIPOPS

of Serzerint Mall

I
THE -

231917 GARRSON

TOY

SHOP

lm!’.’lmlCUT-OUTONDOTTEDLINE SAVEIEDI 7R

. Rosewood
s Teak -

o Leather

-

FURNITURE -
scandinavian/u.s. trading eompany
POST INVENTORY CI.E.ARANO ;

King Beda w/Night Shndl. Omt: and Triple Imlmr. )

Mloccmwm-vwsw

‘Home =
Ofﬂce_ °

ROSEWOOD %2498 » TEAK *1958
Dining Tablés 35" x 657, ext, ﬂ”

MILLIE & ROSA’ S

. 965-4880
Sale on Selected Items

NOW OPEN
10am - 6 pm Mon - Sac

HIMELHOCH PLAZA ; +

| UPHOLSTERY CENTER, INC.

fmmrmg
The Perteot -

In Stock

£i\,- -5 Day.Service Avaliable -
Speclal Discount to Senlor Citizens
eck.our Prleu on carpetlng and Plamlo 00vers

-v, SR

R}

All Work Quarantesd """ ..
FHEErIn ‘S{cme Estimates

FOR THE 3
_mA@BS & CENTS
= B

PR B
%1 433 __:: T
RARAARPRATULTY

-.annnunuurunﬁ

"I N P ) Y 5 e i O Y S

In Rosawood /4 chaire %839 In Tesk w/4 chalfs 268 -
“limited supply (N Warehoisse, 5pac
. P pply n lpoclllorduu leeopwd.




