Started in Dickens’

era, Christmas cards
are a big business

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME when
we take a special joy in contacting
old {riends and new friends to reaf.
firm our feelings for those who are
on our “special people” lists,

The custom of exchanging Christ.
mas cards not only is a traditional
past of the holiday, but also has be-
come a major industry — American
families send an average of 75 cards
per family.

The ‘origin of the custom is in
doubt and is a good topic for a pro-
tracted discussion with those who
look into such things. However, the
tradition probably began about 135
years ago in England.

One theory is that boys in board.
ing schools took special pains to
write very attractive letters home
about this time of year, perhaps
trusting that parents might be a lit-
tle more gencrous. Printers supply-
ing paper to such boys began to
cloborate with scenes, scrolls and
other embellishments that simply
grew into our present concept of
cards.

Ol course, more than one book has
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More than one book
has been written
about the question of
who sent the first
Christmas card, But
even though this
cannot be determined,
honor for encouragement
must be extended to
Charles Dickens who
wrote the immortal ‘A
Christmas Carol.’

been written about the question of
who sent the first Christmas card.
But even though this cannot be
determined, honor for encourage-
ment must be extended to Charles
Dickens who wrote the immortal “A
Christmas Carol.” This was in 1842
during a time which many Christ.
mas_observances such as caroling
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"EVERY KID IS ALWAYS SPECIAL” AT FOR KIDS ONLY

RUN OVER TO

It,a.heview
achle & sport shop

FOR ALL YOUR
FISHING and HUNTING NEEDS j

DAILY FISHING
HOT LINE
772-4242

Select the
perfect gift this
Holiday... The
latest in
children’s
fashions &
accessories
from our large
selection of inventory.

24317 E. Jefferson
St. Clalr Shores, MI 48080
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