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Widows group
targets reforms
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By Mery Rodrique

' gone on wellare, But I was too proud.” .
spocial writer

Over the next two years, Baclawski:
dralned ber bank account to'$300,.but’
she managed o hold on to her home. At
3 2.m. one sleepless night [n front of the
televlsion set, she saw an ad sponsored
by Soclal Security regarding disabllity
pgyerg.enu {or the sick, widowed or dls-
abl

DOZEN YEARS ago Eva Ba.
clawski was living a comfort-
able middle class life. She and
her husband, Tony, were both

working full time. Their four chlldren

were  beco, independent adults. f talked Back to the TV, she
Making the monthly mortgage pay- laughed, “I qualified on all three
ment on thelr tidy east Dearborn bome  eoupts.” )

Unable to walk because of hier swol-
len fect, sho sent her daughter to the
nearest Soclal Security office the fol-
lowlng day for a disability applicatlon.
After undergolng a battery of health
exams by her phyalclar, and a second
doctor working for Soctal Security, she
was put on disabllity for a one-year
probationary perlod.' . .

Subsequently sho was removed {rom;
disability and reinstated after. two'
appeals.. During a five-month perlod’
before the flnal court hearing on rein-
statement — which she eventually won
— ehe was forced to live on welfare,

Humillation turned to anger and that
eventually turned into a deslre . lo
charge tho system. On April 4, 1979,
Baclawskl founded Widows Organlza-
tion with the Intent of helping other
women cope wlth the many devastating

- aspocts of losing a spouse,

She descridea her noo-profit organi-
zation as a lobby group fightlng to
change laws that are unfalr to widows.
Not wrﬁ’rklnz, Social Security reforms
top the list.

Baclawak{ says free job tralning and
convincing employers to hire the older

was no problem. Thero was even mon-
ey for extras, Lke a trip to Callfornia to
visit Eva's mother.,

The American dream began to crum-
ble when Eva left her desk job at
Chrysler Corp. In 1978 for a varlety of
health rezsons,

“In today's Jargon, you'd call It Job
burnout,” she sald. “I couldn‘t type or
cope anymore. The sircss was terri-
ble.”

She attributes part of the problem to
her mother’s death, She also suffered
from chronic high blood pressure and
severe arthritls that still on oceaslon
causes her knees to fill with fiuid and
tier feet to become 50 swollen that she
can't walk. The Baclawsk(s never
owned a car and bus travel became vir-
tually impossible for Eva.

“1'dldn't think retirement would be
80 bad,” she sald. “Tony was stfll work-
[ng."

When her husbang diod, Livo-
nian Rose Grisa had to declde
what to do with ihe chaln of
Midas mutflor shops and the
shopping contor he owned. Al-
though ehe had no prior busl-
noss oxporloncoe, Gelsa decid-
ed to take the plunge and toke
over ns owner of tho businesa- - .
ea. 7% R . .

Tho followlng year Tony got lung
cancer, He died 14 months later.

“He worked his last 10 years for the
‘Teamsters — not long enough to be eli-
gible for & penaton,” she said, “He had
1o life insurance, We had less than
$10,000 in the bank when be died.”

“Redoing the office, wallpa-  feelings mwa‘rﬂ me, and I havo

By Richerd Lech concedes she still has a lot to learn, o smile. P woman are also priorities. Free medl-
staf! writor but she keeps working at It. pering, puiting plants [n all the toward them.” 1 WAS STILL sick at that time. T ¢a] asslatance for needy widowa “ust
“I certalnly enjoy It," she kald, shops.” The employees nclude ber sony | went to Soclal Securlty for widow's as young people get under Soclal Ser-
OSE GRISA never expectedto GRISA IS one of the few women Sinco then, she had learned how to  Frank, 27, Duran, 25, and Dale, 21, | benefits,” sho sald with bitterness. “Bo-  vices or welfare s also & group objec-

be a businesswoman, who own Midas franchlses in the  do such things as pickiog up and de-  Frank ls attending Northwood Insti- cause | was 56 = you bad tobeatleast tlya, .
e Her busband, Mask, was United Statea — or around the warld,  llverl payrolls, paying the bills, tutetogetabuslness degreesohecan | 60 — and didn’t bave any minor chll-  Tho group attracts women primarily
: the family’s breadwinner, for that matter, sho said. But the par- * dolng the shopping, and dealing with  help run the shops, Grisa sald. Duran | dren at home, T wasn't entitled to any- botween the ages of 50 and 59, Ba-

running three Midas Muffler shops
and a shopplng center.

Rose ran the famtly household and
devoted her tme to ralsing thelr

three sons,

BUT 3% years ago, Mark Grisa
dled.

That forced hia widow to make a
major decislon.

“I was left with the shops, 50 It was
cither sell them or get into buslness
mysel,” the Livonla resldent satd.

She dectded to do the latter, even
though she bad no business experi-
ence or traning.

Fortunately, she sald,the mutfler
shop' were under the capable direc-
tlon of general manager Rex Perrine
of Westland, who had been with her
husband slnce he got hls first shop In
1889,

So it wasn't 50 much what she could
do for the business, ahe sald, It was
what the business could do for her,

“1dldn't want to just atay homa and
do nothing,” she sald. “This was an
opportunity to kecp myself busy.”

Grisa gaid she is glad the declded to
enter the business world, She

ent company never had any problem
scelng her follow in her ylm:bamd'a
footsteps,

“I think they just look at you to sce
1f you can run the company, then they
have no problem with It,” she said.
“They saw It was going to operate ag
it was before, with our general mana-
ger, 20 they bad no qualms about (t.”

In fact, she even has expanded the
buslness, To the original three shops
— In Dearborn, Detrolt and Plymouth
(the headquarters shop) — she's add-
ed Midas shops in Livonla and Farm-
ington.

The latter I3 co-owned by Perrine,
which fulfills her husband’s promiso
to one day help his general manager
get a shop of his own, Grisa zald, She
g:lpu eventually to add another Ml-

MAKING THE transltion {from
homemaker to businesswoman was
not easy for Grisd, But one of her first
acts az a buslness owner was some-
;hlng sho was very famitlar with as a

OITL T,

“ did what I've always done best

— 2 big housecleaning,” she said with

accountants and attorneys, That frecs
Perrine to oversee the day-to-day op-
cratlons of the shops, she sald.

Perrine sald Grisa has done a good
fob of taking ove for her husband,

“She came In not knowing anything
about the buslness, but she started
tight Into It and did the Job,” Perrine
sajd. “I think she's comlng along ex-
ceptionally well. She took an interest,
and she's attended @ humber of Midas
conventions.” -

He noted that she has won several
awards as owner. In 1984, one of her
shops was Midas district sales leader
in shock absorbers, while another led
in coll springs sales. Sho also received
a plague from Mldas for her Involve-
ment in Toya for Tots.

“And she's organized little things
on lho‘lldl!. like the annual ibrlshm

or employees,”
w;'gOSE ADDED touches also In-
clude a company picnic and a
newsletter, all of which help to main-
tain the morale of her 30 employees,

“I think at first they were really
surprised I waa golng to come In,” she
sald, "Now they have just real good

does most of the shop maintenance,
and Dale works with the computers
that have 50 far been [nstatled in two
of the offfces. |

Besldes attending annual Midas-
and Midas Dealers A con-

8.

“Hero was a slck, depressed woman
— no income and I couldn't work —
and they told me to coma back {n four

many women through the Initlal transi-
tlon from couple to slngle. -

clawskl sald, She feels the group helps

years. Looking back, I should have + Plonss turn to Pago 5

ventlony, Grisa bas taken other steps
to improve her bualness acumen, She
aitended a women business owners
class at Schoolcraft College and has
joined the National Assoclation of
Waomen Business Owners,

She also continucs to operate the
shopplng center that her husband left
kher,

WHAT WOULD he think if he could
sce her now?

“He'd probably be surprised. I don't
think he'd ever Imagine I'd consider
dolng anything like this.*

But she advises other women whose

+husbands are starting a business to
get Involved on tha ground floor,

“My advice would be not to walt
until something happens, If your hus-
band haa a business, get involved In it.

“You just never know what's going
to happen.” \ .

;Ousted M’ormOn attacks: patriarchy,-

Dy Susan 8talnmuailer
otaff writor

Looking around, she found, “other
hurches, by and large, they were all

Dr. Sonia Johnson- moaned aloud
when she (Irst was struck by man's op-
presaion of women at a Mormon church
meeting.

Her reallzation came a3 a church
member” told why the dt;m opposed
et

the ts Amen
. “Suddenly, listening to that man, [
knew what the women's movement was
gl:::nlt«.lba:;‘u%mybom!
o, was going to die..the of
that dlscovery,” she said. Pl”l_
. But.along with the- “unbearable®
pulu.ll:amela vision that “after a 9,000
ong slecp, wornen wers rising at
ﬁ#’m 3av0 thelr own lfe, and all Iife.”
- “Liaiew then that the women's mave-
ment was the greatest spritunl trans-
17 formation In tho Mstory of tha world*
Johnzon, author of “Froem Hovsowile
to Herctle,* 2 Mormon woman excom-

. Plece.
very big, open space,

the Mormon church...they were all ad-
vocaling male supremacy. Then, sho
saw. that the  “whote world was the
Mormon Church.*

She compared It 40 a situation where,
“God and men are in ‘this boys elub to-
gether, with a man as presldent.”

Johnson sald she saw that history
had boen ana of patriarchy, and “patrie
archy Is based on tho batred and fear of
wonicn.” )

“T {e3t really humiliated that 1 hadn't
recognized this,” she sald. 5hé also felt
roge, ﬂllnx. “rage i3 a puny little word
for what I felt,” anger, and sorrow,

Bhe vowed that, “I wouldn't be an ac-
complice in my own oppresslon & single
mement longer.”

JOHNSON gave up support of the
major political parties, a3 sho knew
they are part of patriarchy. *I vowed I,
would-pever again give any of my pre-
clos womens energy Lo ejther of thoso,
two partles,” shogald. : - :
n!n‘wcephd the Cltizens Party.

cy

) T
right In the mid-
dle of tha posle” n;n deciden, Is one

‘says only women can save society

" ‘Women are rising because it’s our time.
if we don't, the world will go up in smoke.’

~— Sonla Johnson

TURN COLD AR
INTO HEAT SAFELY

EXCLUSIVELY AT
‘JACOBSON'S...
QUR TiNY,
LIGHTWEIGHT
MICROFURNACE™
HEATER PUTS
WARMTH WHERE
YOU NEED IT..
QUIETLY AND
EFFIGIENTLY!

®)'COLD AIR FORCED
THRAOUGH FAN

{c) HONEYCOMD
AND HEATED 100% ELEMENTS

that belongs to women,

“It's the reason yon and I are on the
planet at thia moment,” sha said,
“Women dre, bocauss it's our
time. If wo don't, the werld will go up
inzmoke.” . - . .

Women s;mc_ sud:'p w to zen for
answers, she sal e, “Af
time in bisto;
:eu:. They couldn't do It. Thoy
L

PATRIARCHY ahe 2a1d, is an instltu
ton of war against wemen, with valuey
of power alisntowomen, - - -
~. Cultural evidence she ‘clted Inclads,
nationally, the rape of. 1,000, women
daily, the murder of 4,000 . vomon an-

botched

“of the-thrafl, sied tha plethora of pore
nography féatls nbul;o_to women. '

Ty, mea are simply obso.,
- cates a2 primal

the
. peta” wcmn would

u&%h’vum.';'

‘. kilchens, our bedrooms..Now ‘do' wo.
hops - somehow miraculomly to ba
peace? .. .

“The flrst thing

“It has to be an epidemlic, becanse
women are out of control in this coun-
try,” ahe sald. “Men must do It, do do It,
arc taught to do it They have to, or
they lose privilege and power,”

*The only incrediblo evidence is that
women stifl love men.-Yon don'teven
need to say it. We love our sons, our
husbands, our fathers,” -

H
*. * WORLDWIDE, pnlxl;ri:hy advo.
X thinking of power over
others that precludes peace, |

i
.."We wouldn't know pegce If It came .
trum-

Strolilng dogr - with

toseait. , - .

.U .we can't have pueo o our.

Pigasotum to Pago 5
!

not baabls - | .

o
; 12 t0 say the truth, avd to inake visl-
)' ,blelor‘lh‘a,fhﬂllmlnlhahlsm_of

Whorover cold dralts exist, our mighty little portsble

L diso electric heater. them up. a
The concapt.Is alinple. Cold alr is drawn in, hoated
100%, thon distributed evenly, throughout an area by a -

powerlul fan; Just 8" gquare, 8,8 pounds, this
revolutionary hogtor can bring the tempernturo of a
8x12x8' room from, 50" to 70° In 15 minutes. An enargy-
afficlant marvel, our Microfumece™ draws 12,5 ampa at ",
the'start of the heating dycle and-drops 16 10 amps whor) 2
rature'stabillzés:, On max)r it puts'out'520 - ;-
BYU's, por tiour,iand can be manually.adfusted: tram. 175 '
10:1500 watts, If oan rhe ugged. lnto regular.outlet and -
op protop without averhaating, UL app
*. Dual purposs, the unft-mny be'used’In ausimer as an
aip-circulating la‘ni G-yoer waranty,-AJlahi
| i 5
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