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HART HOLLMAN

Joann Froomun. concert planist, founder and artistic director

works by

onjoys tor and
woll-known composers.

Prese

pr

Joann Freeman's flve-concert
Amcrim AnuuSchuapnm {ta sea-
p.am Sunday, Jan.
I(inx;wood Audlwrium. Bloomfield
Hlls.

Those who look forward to hearing
rarely performed works by outstand-
Ing composers on this. series wlll be
pleased to know that the encrgetlc
Freeman, serles founder, artistic dl-
rector and planist, continues her
search for lost masterpleces.

And thls year she wlll egain have
surprises, To prevent these works
from agaln falllog nto oblivien, Free-
man and the AAS Chamber Players
are recording some of the best in Or-
chestra Hall, They often work after
the trafflc has sibsided to aveld any
outslde nolse.

*Each program,” said Freeman
talking about the season ahead, “wiil
have one monumental work.” These
are:

® Jan. 12, Quintet for Plano and
Btring Quartet by Robert Schumann;

® Feb, 16, the Quintet for Plano
and Sldng Quamt byA.num Dvorak;

9, Quartet, Opus 15 for
Plnno Vlolln Viuln Cello hy Gabriel
Fnunr. and

® May 4, The Quintet for Plano

;nd String Quartet by Johannes

ann called these “the block-
busters.”

PROGRAMMED WITR these on
tha four Instrumental pmgram:_wlll
ba worka by Frank Martin, Artbur

Bu.u. ‘Benjamin  Beitten, B.cynnldc

nting

rare treats

Hahn, Paul Creston, Arthur Foale,
Frank Brldgc. LuUe Bn.lcl! und

12, ‘at- Rarel Hosa

Duo-planists Andmny uud Joseph
Paratore of Boston, who bave per-
formed in Furope ,nnd the Unlted
States, wlll be the guest artsts for the
Sunday, April § concert.

Tickets, $42.50 for the scries or
$0:50 for Indlvidun) concerts, $10.50
for the April 8 concert, students half

price, are avallable at Bookpeople
Inc. of West Bloomileld, MaxImus &
Co. 'Booksellers, Birmingharm, Har-
mony House, Royal Qak and nl the
door, The flrst four concerts are at 3
p.m., the {lnal onc, May 4, s at 7 p.rm.

The Chamber Players, who have
been with the serles in the past and
who will be on the 1986 series are:
Donald Baker, principal oboe, Detrolt
Symphony Qrchstra; Ronald Fischer,
violin, Detroit Symphony Orchestra;
Hart Hollman, viola, Detrolt Sympho-
ny Orchestra; Ervin Monroe, princl-
pal flute, Detrolt Symphony Orches-
tra; Linda Snedden Smith, vielln, De-
trolt Symphony Orehestra; John Thur-
man, celio, Detoit Symphony; and
Paul sdmllz:r, clarinet, Detrolt Sym-
phony Qrehestra,

DOING LITTLE-KNOWN  classi-
cal works often requires time and
dedication {rom the muslclans. For
instance, "It took two hours to read
through the Frank Bridge Trio (
Mamh 9), but it's such a good plece,

exe all willing to put a lot of
cl!nrt mw ll." F‘rcunnn sald, .

Christmas

Author, illustrator share their skills

By Corlnne Abatt
ataff writer

Cynthia Holt Cummings’ newest .

book for children, “Christmas
Surprise,” Ls receiving as warm a wel-
come as a batch of oatmeal cookles
fresh from the aven.

Cummings, who started this second
carcer when moat people are klsalng
thelrs goodbye, has built & new llfestyle
as well. Now, with four, self-publlshed
books and 86 years to her credit, she
not only writes, publlshes and markets
the books, but she makes personal ap-
pearances for school and community
Eroups.

Cummings and her illustrator, Danna
Clark of Oxford, may be a few decades
apart chronolgleally, but they are of
one mind when it comes to the books.

Clark, who did “Christmas Suprise”
and "Christmas Love,” appreclates
Cummings’ poctry and stories, and
Cummings marvels at the detai! and In-
terest Clark puts Into the 1llustrations.

Clark was unfamiliar with book Nlus-
tration when Cummings found her, but
Clark, who sald she has always llked
challenges, plunged in and learned
quickly.

LIKE CUMMINGS, she s self-
taught, tunned In to children, deter-
mined, open and [riendly. Bath draw on
experience and the world around them,

Cummings, who grew up on a farm
In New England, brings a kind of small-
town nalve charm to her work. The
books are fllled with a childlike Idyllic
vlsion of love. She has happy memaories
of tmas New England, ond

ara reflocted in ber writlng.'
Clnrk sald, *I'won & coloring contest -

at 7, My name was announced on the
local TV, and I knew I wanted to be an
artlst”

Clark, too, vlsits lots of schools to
talk about book Hlustration. “The key
when talking to chlldren is to keep It
simple. I tell them to atert drawlng
what you're famillar with.”

And shc's as good as her admonltion
to the kids. The rooms in tmas
Surprise” and “Christmas Love® will
look very famillar to her friends, rela-
tives and femlly.

Her drawing of the Little Gift Shop
in *Christmas Love” is really the Slgn
of the Mermald where she and Cornm-
ings mct. She sald she wanted exch of
the bears In "Christmas Surprise® to
look unique. .

And indeed they do — Prince WiI-
llam (bear) has a monocle, top hat and
cape to protect his whita fur, The sad-
oyed Muffy wears an Indlan deslgn
deer skin sult and beaded moemim
Surprise s & homey, but dapper, CU{-
ton Webb-type (for those who remem-
ber the father in "Cheaper by the Doz-
en”). Mandy is a pert little thing with
bowa in her hair (fue?).  *

“I couldn’t do this without the belp of
my husl gald.
books are lllnxln17nnh=.8huha.!
aigned 15,000 coples of TChristmas

L Whendtaices Mlli.lm.u
il coursad
- w,'ncmm;r a\'his

-
-

Cynthia Holt Cumm-
ings, above loft, and
Denna Clark have
1 found a’ common,
meoting ground in
thelr skills and. thoelr
delight In “sharing
~their wonx with chils
dren "as well as
adults, At foft, Is &
page from thelr [atest
coliaborative wark,
“Christmas
Surprise.”
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Surprisc.” “Christmas Love,” already in
Its second printing, is deing well,

mmings wrote her {irst poem,
“Convoy,” when she was a Navy nurse
during World War IL It waa about an
American convoy ship sho was on that
was rammed by a tanker, She read it
for the men aboard a second ship, and
“Convoy™ was later Included In the hls-
tory of the 77th Ficld Artillery.

1E CONTINUED to write poetry,
but lt wasn't untll she puhushed

“Christmas Ribbons " 1 1980 that her
1ife changed. That book was followed
by “Christmas Memorles,” 1982,

Love,” 1984 and now
Ch{istmm Suxprbc.'.

Cummings is as lkely to be hoppng b

out of her car with an armicad of

to show a store manager in Toplka,
Kan. or St Mo, as she iz in
Naples, F1a., Livonla or Bir

sccond carcer and usunuy talks lbcm
into zelling her booke.

That's because sho bel!cvcs In what
she does, likes what sho does’ and just
wants to shara a little love and happt-

038,

Locally, her books are available at
the Mole Hole and Jabberwocky of Blr-
ml.ughnm and Country Lane of Royal

She gives them a frjendly smlle,
talks about her books, herself and her

F on where fo find
thcm in other co'mmnn.luu, call Hall-
Peterson Press, uum

eryl
Then to lnc!ude all u:n musicians who
play on the series she sald, “They are
such a wonderful group to work with,
they want it to succeed.”

‘The Frank Bridge Trio s onc baing
recorded. Freeman sald that while re-
cordings are an impartant clement of
the musle world, the aren't the same
a5 g lve performance.

In a concert, she sald, “We plan
with abandon. You go out thero swill-
{ng to take chances when you play a

coneert.
“l don't like lcy cold performances.
g, you don't want to lose
tlm #pirit, but it should be petfect.”
_She amlltd and added, “Romactl-
now, and weo're

.lchn' T‘hmmn

© maz Walk,

Sponsoring
Chrlstmas
wallk -

The annual \'lnmdo ‘Chrlet-

sponsored: by ‘tha
Dotroit Symphony Lasgue, will
‘be held 10 “4m, 108 p.m.
Thursday, Dec: 8, Tha' tour of
tive - homts and ‘Kirk-In-lhe-

Hills, lncludes’ . historlc
homen In Franklin:Vilinge: At
-,left Is o somple.of the |

of ona of the Frankiin homes,
“'complate with. ulth ue Santa
statuo and e putt loy..
Tickols ' sce nvutlsblq ot th

- Kitk on tour day oz by;¢
Judy Gaveor," 881:0692;" B
8u 0y, 842.8518" ‘or -llidy
Harrls, &3-!}»3&.




