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How to stamp out holiday mail hassles

WITH A LITTLE BIT of care,
holiday cards and packages can ar-
rive on time and in good shape, says
Detroit Postmaster Gene Cole,

In addition to mailing carly, post-
al customers are urged to properly
address cards and packages with
the name, house number and street
(or post office box) number, and the
city, state and ZIP Code reserved
for the last line. Use of apartment
numbers is strongly encouraged.

“It is nlso n good idea to put a slip
of paper with the recipient’s name
and address and your return ad-
dress inside parcels, and be sure the
addressing on the outside of the par-
cel includes your return addrs d

low a few simple suggestions:

CUSHION: Meake sure contents
are well<cushioned and there is no
empty space in the box. Use crum-
pled newspaper around the item —

including all sides, top and bottom, *

Commercially available foam shells
of air-pocket padding also are good
cushoining materinls, Padded munil-
ing bags are a good cushioning mate-
rinls, Padded malling bags are o
geod way to mail small items.

DON'T OVERWRAP: Just use
your carton. Brown paper and twine
cord are not neccessary. Paper can

rip, and twine can become entangled
in mail processing equipment. This
can cause the loss of the malling and
return addresses.

SEAL PROPERLY: Close your
parcel with one of the three recomm-

. mended types of tape: pressure sen-

sitive, nylon-reinforced kraft paper,
or fiber-glass-reinforced pressure
sensitive. Don't use cellophane tape
— it aren't sturdy enough. It’s a
good idea to put a slip with the ad-
dress and return address inside the
parcel.

AVOID SMUDGES: Use smudge-

ZIP Code,"” Cole says. “This offers
you a second chance of safe delivery,
in case the outside addriss is ob-
scured or lost, or the pickage is
damaoged.”

Customers also are reminded to
check the size of their envelopes be-
fore mailing Christmas and other
holiday cards. Letter size standards
require that envelopes be at least
3% inches high and 5 inches long to
be accepted for mailing.

Parcels will arrive at their intend-
ed destination in good shape of fol-

Gift guide produced by O&E

THIS GIFT GUIDE is a prod-
uct of the advertising and editorial
staffs of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. It ia a supplement to
all 12 Observer & Eccentric News.
papers in Oakland and Wayne
counties: the Rochester Eccentric;
the Troy, Birmingham-Bloomficld
and West Bloomfield editions of
the Eccentric; the Southfield Ec-
centric; the Farmington Observer;

the Livonia Observer; the Redford
Observer; the Plymouth Observer;
the Canton Observer; the Garden
City Observer; and the Westland
Obaerver. :

Advertising coordinators were
Margaret Shieb and Peggy Knos-
pel.

Editorin} coordinntors were Carl
Stoddard and Barry Jensen.

proof ink for your nddressing. Ad-
dresses can be protected with clear
tape.

POSITION ADDRESSES
PROPERLY: Put the recipient’s ad-
dress in the lower right hand portion
of the package. Put your return ad-
dress in the upper left corner of only
one side of the package. Remove all
other labela.

USE ZIP CODES: Be sure to in-
clude the ZIP Code in both the re-

~ cipiept's and your address. Remem-

ber, wrong ZIP Codes can delay the
mail.

APARTMENT NUMBERS: Us.
ing apartment numbers or suite
numbers, when you know them,
helps the Postal Service deliver mail
in large buildings.

TIME IT RIGHT: Mail early in
the month and early in the day.

USE THE RIGHT SERVICE:
Irreplaceable items, such as jewelry
and other valuables, should be sent
by registered mwil, Avoid muailing

POINSETTIAS

j and Jam.

477-8616

and CUT FLOWERS ;
HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS [Aff
Prom *15 to *75

FRUIT BASKETS.

From %20-#125
Wo Use All #1 Extrn Eancy Large
Fruit with Assorted Cheese, Candy, Honey

ORDER EARLY!

DEUVERED THROUGHOUT THE METRO AREA TWICE DALY

cash wh ver possible.

- GIFT CANS
— 3-WAY —
POPCORN, CHEESECORN, CARAMEL COR
SHIPPED ANYWHERE

IN YHE CONVINENTAL U.S.

4 32 GALLONS OF
%+ FRESH POPCORN,
| CHEESECORN AND
:;{ CARAMEL CORN
d PACKED IN A
DECORATIVE GIFT
CAN. YOUR MESS-
AGE CAN BE IN-
bii] CLUDED. OTHER
q .TYPES AND SIZES
AVAILABLE -
CALlL, FOR DE-
TAILS.

— QUANTITY PRIGES AVAILABLE —

CAN STYLES

AVAILABLE:

FQUR GEASONS

SWEETHEART

WHITE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

SILVER

DANCING DEARS
our

(
WINTERA DESIGN
HOLIDAY BYREET
TALL GHIPS

ED . 3
MOUNTAIN BCENE Y
HUNTING SCENE i

ORDER 8Y PHONE —~ VISA & MASTERCARD WELCOMED_

12085 TELEGRAPH ROAD.
{JUST NORTH OF PLYMOUTH RD.)
DETAOIT, M} 48239

(313) 531-9200 °




