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This is the second of two parts
about the Florida Keys.

KEY WEST, Fla: The sun is still
qulte high In the sky but the stage Is
already set and the actors are begin-
ning to warm up for sunset here in Key
West.

‘The stage is a long strip of concrete
called Mallory Square Pler where tour-
(sts and Jocals gather every night to
watch the sun slnk into the sca.

The mime In the bright turquoise
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over the world, but here It Is a ritual, a
circus and a love affair, beloved by
tourlsts and some locals and hated by
otbers, especially the city counci).

rubber wheeled traln that does a 14-
mile talking tour or the Old Town Tral-
ley, a shuttte bus that lcts you get off
and back on at will. Both cost $8 for

the Overseas Highway that now brings
water lovers and touriats here to the

Conch Republic. ‘

Now It Is ofticlally nighttime fn K
West, Tourlsts who love loud meyl

A few people slt on the edge of the adults and start at Mallory Square, 2 THE TROLLEY meanders through  lery, set I dfi o tl% 0 wildlife *houss Is the Littlo Whito House, which ‘move toward Sloppy Joe's Bar, &
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ranta on Duval Street or head outJod, 3
well-known - places 1iko the Butiery,
Rich Rlchnrds Cafo, Loule’s Back Yoty
and La-ti-da, {offlcially La TML
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‘The Hghts will o on all alght. Td
fun will go ou all day. And the serioty
business of the tourist begins zgain to-:
merrow when it 15 time, oace agala, to;
'go to sunset.” N DAY
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You cat take & Jlé out on the Lislk:  ships and shrimp boats are docked. The
Ing bridgo, whete Béory, Flagler, odce  Marlel boatllft came in here [n 1980
launched stéartishiph Rl of puseagers . and a clgn stlll reads “will tho last per-
to Havans, $24 roudd-tlp from Mismi eon 1Eaving Cuba please turn out the
to Cuba. Ro Byfit o hatel nearbyi tights.”
now Marrfot's Cafa MAYlng fesat?, thi ‘The trolley deposits you back near
only. AAA-four” dimmond‘ property” in  Mallory Squore, Time to shop the
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naval base to the marina at Garrison This L tho area hhmyo@—gctall tho Street. About 5 p.m., the mimo in the
Blght. Key West Tost balf its population trolley to visit ¢ Hemingway House, | turqueise costume and the white face
when the Navy pulled out In 1970, By tho Lighthouse Military Myream and to - can bo seen heading toward (he sea,
then the hippics were here, followed by photnz,ruph)thb southernmost house ko and foot trafilc beging to move toward
the gay population, the United’States: Youll also flnd o Mallory Square Pler. It s almost Ume

Locals credit the gay resldents with  pink and white concti higuo restaurant * to g0 t0 sunset, '
veatoring the old gonch houses, and cre-  called Lotties: Berk Yard; overlockitig . - My friend Chris Lane, who works at
atlng the guest houses, restaurants and  thoged, Erid & brand faiw Wybdham Ho-  the Old Island Restoration Foundatlon
shaps that now support the beautifully ch ofiencd last o e
restored old elty. ' : Bt

te] calted The Reach, ¢
weck. . -t .
The trolley stops at the many hotels .
and motela arcund the perimeter of ths
Island, and to Jook feross the sca
toward Cuba, 80 miles away. There are
no:waves on the seven rnlru of living

trees and hlblscus floswers. Funky little *
shops, restauranta and bara Uine Doval
Street, “tha longest maln street in the
world" because It goes from the Atlan-
tle to the Gull of Mexico,

‘The motorized trolley, modeled after
the donkey-drawn buses (hat worked
here in (he carly 1800s, curves past the

ihe main event, the sunset ltseif. Only a
few see the sallboats coming in or the
line of yachts moving past the islands
into the harbor.

There Is a llving reef out there to
trap unwary sallors, as It has trapped
them for centurles, Havana, Cuba, was
already 250 years old when Key
Westers began ta gather on this 2-by-4-
mile island at the end of the Florida
Keys, southernmost city in the United
States. .

THE TROLLEY driver gives you all
the facts: how the Navy came In to
clear out priates, how the city was
formed in the 1820s, thrived as a com-
merelal  scaport and became the
richest city In the infant Unlted States.
Hc'll show you the historic coneh hous-
os: shot gun houscs, eyebrow houses,
Bahamas houses, gingerbread houses,
bullt by New England sca captains In
troplcal sctting. .

For more information, contat x
Flarida Keys Visitors Informgiiosy
P.0. Boz 4651, Rey West, Fld. $504L.

"I{ you arc born here, you are a
Conch. If you have been here seven
years you're a fresh water Conch.”
That's pronounced “konk” ke the sea-
shell of that name. The Conchs bullt a
beautlful town, and Henry Flagler butlt
an lmpessible overscas raliway down
the Keys to Key West in 1012,

The rallway blew down in a hurri
cane, and the town weat bankrupt dur-

THE SUNSET watchers have been
here on Spanlsh galleons, pirate ships,
sponge boats, navy vessels; now they
are shrimp flshermen, divers, snork-
elers, and water lovers of all kinds, The
salvagers who founded the clity were
aplly called “wreckers.” They were
known to usc wanderlng lights to lure
ships onto the reef, where the salvager
saved the satlors and kept the bounty.
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