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The meters have a large plpe where
the Detrolt water caters. The plpe has
a dellberate bottleneck s0 pressure i3
changed when water passcs through.
Pressure change !y measured by o
moving column of heavy, liquld mercu-

o

ry.

The Hills letter also reminds Detrolt
offlclals to fnvestigate removal of mer-
cury meters ond to review malnte-
nance operations “to prevent a reoccu-
rence of o apill not being reported or

, cleaned.”

Although recent reports have placed
.. mercury meter replacement costs at
:$2,000 aplece, Blasell sald the cost
+ would be much higher.

of water Irom commerclal and reslden-
tlz) areas In the clty's seven water sup-

ply districts, The siate public health’s
Inboratory Is the enly onc in Mlchlgm:

maintenance.

Mercury ls 2 naturally correslve cle-
ment and probably caused the line
leakage, Lehner added, requiring only
“routine " by the clty.

certlfled by the federal
Protection Agency (EPA) to conduct
this type of test, Biascll sald.

“The reaults came in (Dec. 9) Mon-
day morning. There was no mercury
found in the water,” Biasell sald.

A letter from Richard Lebner, dis-
trict englncer for the state publlc
health department, conflrmed Blascll's
report of the test'a {Indings.

“Mereury was not detected in any of
the samples . . . results were well be-
low the allowable maxlmum costami-
nant level of two parts per biltlon of
the state drinking water standards cs-

blished by the fgan Safc Drink:

i “It's nat just a question of a
meter,” he sald. “It would involve
.changing the entire meter pit. They
“(Detrolt officlals) arc not sure what

their alternatives arc at this polnt.
. There may be nothing wrong with the
: meters, It could be just a maintenance
* problem.”

IF DETROIT decides to change the
* water meters, the costs eventually will
: be felt by the users, Farminglon Hills
+ Mayor Jan Delan x2ld. Farmingion
+ Hills pays for water from Detrolt and,
iin turn, passcs on the costs to con-
sumers, Dolan safd.
Farmington Hllls officlals became
H alarmed just before Thanksglving afier
}.0akland County and Detrolt offlclals
“tested samples taken from two waler
Lmalns,

v
'
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* “The original samples (taken at 14
Mile and Farmington) came up high (in
mercury content). And also the one at
14 and Halsted was somewhat high. At
thls particular polat In time, we be-
came concerned,” Dolan said.

" Following [nitlal sample tests, offi-

“cials of Farmington Hills, Detroit, Oak-
land County Depariment of Publle

“Works and the county and state publle

“'health department met Dec, § to dis-

" cuss the sltuatlon, Blascll zald.

But It was discovered that the first
"batch of sample water was taken from
the pit where the mercury had been ex-

" — where It

ing Water Act,” accordleg to Lehner’s
report. State Act 38¢ was leglslated In
1976,

IN THE first Incldent, mercury was
discovered In a water pressure reduc-
tion valve ncar 14 Mile and Halsted on
Nov. 20, according to Lehner. Oakland
County public service workers found
clght pounds of mercury, about a cup-
{ul, in the valve downstream from a
master meter while conducting routine
maintenance, accordlng to Biasell and
Informatlon from Edward O'Rourke,

[strator for envir 1
health services for the county health
department,

‘The county s responalble for malnte-
nance on tho valves, which Williams
said caused most of the local problem.
“We (Clty of Detroit) had to contlnually
shut off our meters because the pres-
sure reducing valve was not working
correctly,” he said.

Detrolt water approaches Farming-
ton Hlils at a high-pressure rate of 150
pounds per square inch. A reduction
valva slows the water to a usable pres-
sure of 80 pounds per square Inch,

Detralt and state officlals sald the
cause of the mercury leak in the reduc-
tlon valve was probably due to a surge
of pressure in the water flow, forcing
the liquld mercury to aplll out of a pipe
In the meter, The loose mercury {n the

valve was © d with a

the

vaporlzes and mixes with a chlorine
“substance. When samples were taken
from the water system — far removed
“from the meter pits — “there was no
“problem.” The problem waa the sam-
pling technique. “The sample was
belng contaminated,” BlascH said.

 FINALLY, STATE Department of
_Publle Health offlctals tooks samples

hypodermie because it is impossible to
plek up, Blasell sald.

THE SECOND Incident involved cor-
roslon in a water meter houslog line at
14 mile and Farmington Road, Lehner
sald, Puddles of mercury were discov-
cred on the meter pit by city of Detrolt
water department workers, Blasell
sald. Detroit Is for meter

Nelther Biasell or Willlams could
say how the mercury puddles appeared

on the plt room floar. Biasell said more.

than likely, the mercury on the floor
was due to sloppy workmanshlp.
Lehner sald the puddies were most
{:knly caused by a Jeak in the faully

ne.

Willlams said he was “unawarc” of a
m!ﬁcr malntenance problem at that lo-
catlon,

not contaminated, city says

between metcury — used In

BECAUSE THE pp d
to be [solated, Lehner sald no other
communlty water was tested. The mala
meter scrving the F water

the water melers — and mercury.
based compounds posing a bealth cisk.
“E) 1 puing

system is a mechanlcal one and does
not use mercury, according to Farm-
Ington Clty Manager Robert Deadman.

O'Rourke explalned the difference

mercury is
ter and iy beavy,” ho sald “Mercuric
compounds carry & health risk f in-
gested . . . elemental mercury would
Dot be a problem.”

Talk to Santa

‘The Department of Special Services, Recreatlon
Divlsion is bringlng Santa Claus to town. Your eblld
can vecelve a personal eall from the Jolly Man
from: the North Pole by filllng out a North Pole
Hotline form that I3 available at the Recreation
offlce, Farmington Hills City Hall, Farmington Li-
brary ard the Farmington Hills Library.

‘The completed form rhould then be malled to the
Recreation office, 31555 11 Mlle Road or dropped
off at Santa's mallboxes, in front of the Chamber of
Commerce, 33201 Grand River or inside of Tally
l{l;:ll, 31005 Orchard Lake Road by Monday, Dec.

Santa Claus will then cail all the children on
Tuesday, Dec. 17 between the bours of 5 p.m. and 7
p.m. (o tell them what Santa Is golng to bring them
if they have been a good boy or glrl,

For further informatlon, call 474-8115, Ext. 280,
and ask Santa's helpers between 3:30 a.m. and 4:30
pm.
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This Christmas, make your floors as festive as
the rest of your home with 2 beautiful Milliken
Place area rug Milllken Place, the most presii-
glous address In floor cavering. is offering thelr
entire collection of exquisite arearugsat savings
of up 10 50%, And. while they last. a select
group of Milliken Place rugs Is belng
offered at 70% off the regular price,

LIVONIA » 15086 Middiabolt {Gotw

Hours: Mon., Wed,, Thura., Fri., 9 a.m. -9 p.

A Milliken Place area rug [s the ideal Chrlstmas
gift for anyone who appreciates the finer things
in lile. Available in 3 variety of styles. colors
and slzes. these rugs add a special touch to any
kome. Order now for holiday delivery or glve
g an A.R Kramer gift certificate. See

our Milliken Place MaxIcolor collec-
tion of fIne carpeting, too.

SALE ENDS DECEMBER 14th.

.3
000 5 & 6 Milo Rds.) 522-5300 I
. .m. Tuas., Sat..0am.-8p.m, Q

il
|
I

ﬂIillllllﬂ :

0

=

Nl ety e R .
Tt Al S il ——
e <o “!{!j}'

I

Every Stearns & Foster
Mattress and Boxsprings

Reduced 25% to 50%

Hurry in!

1 Sale end Saturda
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Quantities are limited.

STEARNS & FOSTER
MATTRESSES AND BOXSPRINGS

AT UNPRECEDENTED
R

m W
@ i
o
.mnli o

M
I

Yo

CORRECT COMFORT SPLENDOR
4 . EXTRAFIRM

CORRECT COMFORT ULTIMA
ULTRA & GENTLE FIRM - -

5600 N: WOODWARD:

8 REG. SALE . REG. N
Pl exchpicos »v 0 39 169 e+ .
Quoen, st o 4 Rkﬁgn% !3:;_»
King, 3-ploce et , ;m 645 King, 3 gleca pet .. ‘1499 129
269 . TWIN, BACHPIECE Radd TWIN, BACH PIECE
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Fine Futniture - Just-South'of Squ SNVENIENT HOLIOAY HOUAS: MONDAY. THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 9.
. ‘Sirice 1917 - “BLOOMHII 4 ‘Stop Seturday unii 6.

¥ For the holidays,
give her mink.
) For a warm impression,
elegantly expressed...
choose this full-length
'natural ranch mink
%\ coat. Shawl collar, deep
W armholes, pleated shoulders.
| Because nothing compares
to a Jacobson's fur.
Sizes 6-16, $4790.

For your convenence, ask obout
our Doforred BAng Pxan with
nO Paymen) Guo wntl January

opoited fus ore
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