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ONSTRUCTION CONTINUES
on the Universallst Unitarl-
an Church of Farmington,
surrounded by some ley

slopes, some muddy ditches and
sometimes drixa)ing snow, but target
date for completion s past and the
congregatlon will remaln crowded In
their too-small unctunry for Curist-
mu services.

for the
of lhe 132-0ld mcednx house that bas
been used for church services by
Universallsts since 1853 was held in
August with a hoped-for Dec, 15 com-
pletion date,

But holding close to plans that
called for a strict retaining of the
New England-style building's appear-
ance and in keeplng with its historical
landmark status has put a completion
date In Uimbo,

“Jt’)] take as long as it takes," is the
way Art Morril, who Is a co-chair of
the church’s cxpansion committee,
put it. “Our congregation is very
proud of thelr heritnge and the histor-
1o status of the building. As much as it
13 costing, they've chosen to purchase
custom-made pews that will muteh
cxactly the old ones we have now, for
continulty.

“We're worklng with an zrchitect
who has dooe a lot of work in Plym-

Historic church
renovation
recalls its pasi

*Our congregationis |
vory proud of thelr
heritsge and the
historic status of the
bullding. - .

Art Morril

which ls about half-agaln the length
of the original building, Ls $250,000.
The architect is Erick Carne of Carne
Assoclates in Plymouth, The bullder
Ls Guaranteed Construction of Farm-
ington Hills,

“One of the most dlfflcult jobs was
the merging of wood slats between
the old bullding and the new exten-
sion,” sald Gary Darke, a member of
the congregation. “They had to be
Joined 50 there was no distinet line be-
tween the old and the new.”

Another facet ta be worked out was
the new roof shingles which had to be
perfectly matched with the weath-
ered ones on the origlnal building, so
cven from afar, theve was no distinet
1lne marking the old from the new.

An emergency door on the exten-
slon, required by clty crdinances, was
moved around seveyal times on the

drawlng boards, acdording to Morril,
*to get the door in A perfect window-
wall, window-wall "

outh where they are very
about new bulldings that fit into that
communlty’s modc, 2s well as resto-
ratlon In that elty. And we've fol-
lowed through on every concern and
suggestion the Farmington Hills His-
torical.Commission has given us to
rcts‘ln the original appearance,” he
sal

TOTAL COST for the cxpanslon,

The installation of now sewerage
lines and dratnage added in both time
and cost for the prejeet.

“When the construction ts complet-
ed, a lower level will hold new kitch-
cn facilltics and the congregation wlll
have a new and expanded parking.
lot,” Darke sald.

The new and expanded sabetuary

01d wooden slats are movgnd with tho now 10 make one continu-
[

houso onto its

ous line from the

now extenslon. Likewise old and woathored shingles on tho bulld-

of the Unlversallsts, which carrled
over when that group merged with
the Unltarians to make up what is
generally known as the U-U Church,

“Most U-U churches arc named Un-
Itarjan-Unlversalist. Qur  formal
name i3 Universalist-Unitarian
Church of Farmlogton because the
Universallsts have been hera since
1840,” Morril sajd, "When you realize
what that means, you ean realize haw
important It is for us to keep our
building looklng just as it did when it
‘was built and keep our roots.”

THE BUILDING, located on seven
acres of land on Halsted Road north
of Grand River, i3 the oldest U-U
church In Mlchigan,

It was built on Warner Street, in
downtown Farmington, and In 1967
not long after the merger with the
Unitarian was moved

will retaln the

to where It stands today, on property
formerly called the Gibson Centennl-
al Farm. A subsequent additlon hous-
cs offices, meeting rooms, Farming-
ton Co-op Nursery, and a religicus ed-
ucation area.

The Rev. Kathlcen Korb, acting as
Interim minlster for the church, says
the sanctuary “lits 8¢ comfortahly
and there has pever been o Sunday
since I've been here that chairs didn’t
have to be brought up for services.”

Thc church membershlp stands at

Of that number, Morril said a good |
pereeatage were out in number this
fall laying 1,000 square rods of sod,
seulpting the land to improve the
drajnage around the historical site as
well as to retain the natural beauty
that surrounds the alight hill where

_ the 132-year old bullding stands.

Qary Darke and the Rev. Kathlesn Korb are in the lsol pew of the,
about B0. New pewa are belng custom-'
made to bo matched exactly with the ones that are In !hn church
now.

sanctuary which se

ing'a roof woro peorfoctly color-matchied with tho nov to retaln ite
original appsaranco.

MANOY DOMY/HI!I ‘photographer

AN WMYIMMMW :

Retired minister takes Rotary Award

Dr. Paul McBride GlIlis recelved the Paul Harris
Fellow Award at a special luncheon of the Farm-
Ington Rotary carly this month. The Farmington
Rotary Club was able to honer Gillls with the
award by contributing $1,000 to the International
Rotary Foundation.

Glllts, a Farmington resldent for 24 yers, has
beea very actlve in charitable and community ac-
tivitles, At the age of 88 and now retired, he has
served as Presbyterian minlster for eight years at
the Westminister Church at Hubbell and Outer
Drive in Detrolt and more recently for 43 years at
the Woodward Avenue Church in Detroit.

McRBride came to the Detroit ama in 1961, He
from the U

1934 and served as a minister of chun:hu in that
arca. He has been a member of the Lions Clab dur-
ing the 1930s, 2 member off the Kiwania Club dur-
ing the 1940s and became first president of the In-
gram, Pa. Rotary Club in 1949, He becameo a mem-
ber of the Farmington Rotary Club In 1871 after
moving to the arca and was the club’s presldent in
19791980}

TIJE AWARDS, named after the founder of Reo-

Lnry, Paul llnrrls honor a Roury member who has
ser-

vice,

The Rotary Foundatfon seeks to promote Interna-
tlonal understanding, good will and peace in practl-
cal, reallstic terms.

at Grants and grants for the Health, Hunger
and Humanlty (3-H) program are made Lhmughout
the year to support International charitable prof-
ects sponsorcd by Rotary elubs or districts,

Scholarahips and group study exchanges are
awarded annually to glfted men and women both to
further thelr education and to hope thelr skllls as
eftectlve “ambassadors of good will” In countries
other than thelr own. to the life and cus-
toms of the study country through the guidance of
Rotarian hosts and thelr familles results ‘in

derie and lasting that help real-
ize the foundation's goals of furthering lnlcmnunn-
al understanding.

One half of this contributlon Is designated to be
used for the Rotary's 2005 Project which is a Rota-
ry Internatlonal Project to ellminate pollo by 2005,

?Sarah Fisher sends WISh List

; lnthapansevcrn.lweehlhosm
Fisher Center bay received many phone
calls from persons asking If they could
take a child [nto thelr homes 1o ehare
ho beauty of the tree, the Christmas
dinner and the hollday spirit.

\ “Unfortunately, this can do more
‘harm than good for the children,” said

Myra Lurod, speaking for the home
y:hmuu abused and neglected chil-
drcn.

: “They often times feel uncomfort-

able In strange wmnpdlnp on this
. rpeclllday."ahamd.
~ ~2\ Ba in an effort to allow thoso persons

in (he community a chance (o help un-

“Berprivileged children, the miu has
published & Wiat List,

* *"These items are dup:;alcly noeded
by tho agency, Sand for the

darge wcumx(ed piliows for the phy
. ‘roomns, . bl cassettes, just
Jnm afew,” shezald,

" The st VlnmtSuthbb!rOuzlu.
onum Wo! 12 Mile an

"~ ‘Roxda {n Farmlagton Hills, lum!u-

‘faceted residential inciuky (vr c.hlld:m
| ‘and adults, :

ment, new kle jackets and a hand-held

sandboxes, .

'l‘be Sarah Fisher Homo 15 a residen-
tinl care and treatment facility for
abused, neglected and emotionally dls-
turbed youngsters from - 5-14 years,
About 80 chiidren reside In five cot-
tages.

Marillsc Hall Is houses about 25
young {inmarried pteghnt women rang-
!.na In age lmm’wly teens to carly

Louiso Hall s residentlal center {ar
tecn mothers and thelr infants.

‘The staff In Seton N\lrwxy School
and Day Care Center cares for chlldren

. mlllvuhwnxyun for working

parents.

++ CHRISTMAS, birthdays and other
spectal daya are colebrated with indi-
vidaal giits for the rekidents.

. New cjoibes, popular records, kwe]-
ry, make up, cologne,

_ment, board games, craft uu,"ﬂﬁ

andmnmnmblnpm echncxun’
wixh Hsts.

Puyxmluunumpolnulnuu-
lorttondoctlbnbylumhommﬂi
blankets, -

- lac Hall's store. M

llacpcm blbs nnd bootles wlll help
keep the shelves stocked, |

Photo albums and autograph books
are treasured H‘golng-away” gifts when
the youngsters leave Sarah Fisher.

Sofa pillows are on the wish list be-
cause Luzod sald ““Our couches aren't
the most comfortable In tho world, es-
pt'dl'lly for our pregnant young la-

dios. 5

Footslooh are also mieeded for the
t mothers ‘to elevate legs,
which prevent swalllng.

Contributors can add eolor to Lhe eot-
tages with glits of new bed:pmud.l or
fire-proof curtains. Each bedroom has
threé llnyu beds and three windows.

Blank “VES videocuseue: he!y
mcold the children events
ipservice pmu:nuunns lnr the hmcl
video recorder. .. - L

ALY’ of the homa's Ihoe saisdboxes -

havo been dug oot and need clein, new

; sand, Cost to 1ll oas of the baves i $50.]

“THE ‘BOME'S camp faclilty In
Bvlahmnneods some pew uiely equip-

megaphone.

ARl kinda of recreation equipment
can bo used. Floor hockoy sets, a tug of

" war rope and bascball gloves are on

the lst because “the children learn to
play together as a team,” Luzod sald.

A campershlp costs $200 per child
which glves a camp experfence that Is
deatgned to help build a child’s self con-
fidenceand upprccimﬂnn for uature.

A gift of $100 would send elght teen
mothers on 4 trip to Bpb-Lo Island for
adayout wlthvnl respansibllitics,

Agift of $25 will add (o Mlnllnc
H.nll' "Mameay Out” fund.

t mothers often arrive
in Marﬂlm: Hall with nelther maternity
tops or pants. The hall’s cumnt nupply
iz hoth worn and ‘outdated. .-

The teen mothers, who are taught
menu plagning, grocery - budgetlng,
‘shopplng and muklng. necd a new :et
ulnookwnm. .
A 18:inch oolar TV :¥

NOW OFEN'EVENINGS

‘(flmmed In gold; 339,

LIGHT UP YOUR HOLIDAY GIVING
WiTH A MINI LAMP

Beautiful bright hints to glve...
minl-lamps to blend.Into any
decor. Choose from our wide
collection for a tovely gift. For X
somaons spaclal or for yourself. sy
Left; 14"H vase-style base, natural ol
likon shade. Right: 168"H lamp with
solld brass candisholder-shapad -
base, Black parchment shadn
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