In prayer

It was a time to remember

By Casoy Hans
statt wrltor

They grieved Monday for chlldren who wlll never
save “'the chaoce to alng their song once more.”

‘They listened, some with tears in thelr cyes, as 42
names of those killed in deunk driviog accldents
were read.

They gave thanks for the support of Iriends and
famlly who came together to pray.

More than 70 held red roses and candles during
the annual MADD candlight vigll at Nardin Park
Unlted Method!ist Church In Farmington Hilts,

The fourth annual vigi! is sponsored by the Oak-
fand County chapter of Mothers Agalnst Drunk
Drlving (MADD) in conjunction with 398 vigils pa-
Uonwide Monday night. ~

THE 12-MEMBER Southfleld Lathrup High
School madrigal cholr voleed their support through
song, and the church's pastor, Dr. Wiillam Rltter,
prayed for the group lo “cansecrate to memory”
those who had died, and “remove the anger and
bitterness from our hearts — sweep away the

in.

Southficld resident Al Slonim, chairman of the
Qakland County MADD board, read names of those
killed submitted by familles and friends for the me-
morlal service.

Some attendlng were relatlves, some friends, and
some just concerned about people driving while In-
toxicated In Oakland County. ANl are victims, ac-
cording to MADD chapter president Penny Blen,
who lost her daughter in a drunk driving aceldent in
September 1981, shortly after MADD's national
campalgn began.

“I have a real nced — a push behlnd me,” the
Orionvllle resident sald. “Others are Involved be-
cause they are concerned.” Blen and her husband
Greg Bien, became involved with the Oakland
County chapter in April 1962, at its inception.

THE VIGILS arc held to support the lving, to
remember those killed and to ask communities to
“he more responsible,” Blen safd.

Since 1981, MADD has monltored and changed
state legialntion, offered such projects as “life ride™
over the New Year's Eve holiday, and acted as a
publlc service agency to area groups.

The maln community involvement for MADD
memmbers is in the courtroom. “We go to court” to
support famllies with members killed in a drinking-
related accldent, “I think six to eight people sitting
In the courtroom has an impact on the judge's ver-
dict,” she added.

Mail prioritized

There is a fast way to mall Christmas packages
that many last-minute shoppers may have oyer-
Jooked, according ta Farmington Postmaster Ken-
neth Harels,

. -ePriotity Mall affords first-class handling for
packages welghlng over 12.ounces and up to 70
pounds, "1t's fast and conslstent, offering next-day
dellvery up to 150 miles from the originating post
office and delivery In three days anywhere in the
Unlted States,” Harris sald.

“It's the ideal service for people who want
prompt package dellvery yet would like to avold
the higher cost of Express Mail next day service,”
hesald.

Priority Mail can be sent from any post offlee,
statlon or branch or through rural carviers to any
address (n the United States and even Lo foreign
countries, The scrvice Is available with insurance,
return receipts, C.0.D,, certificates of malling and
speclal dellvery,

Customers interested In Priority Mall should coa-
tact the Post Offlce for detalls.

SOFT LEATHER cleans nicely by rinning
in o solution of mikl soap wnd lukewsrm
.. water. Add one teuspoon of olive ol to
increnae the softness, You'll get grent
results when you use Observer & Eccentric
Classlfied .Ads to buy. aell or rent

something.

Farmington Hills Mercy High 8chool 11th
grader Glna Rondello takes part in the

- vigil

The county MADD chapter is opposed to pending
Tegislation to cap civil legal awards,in drunk driv-
Ing titigation. “The threat of a lawsult is a deter-
rent," Bien said. “They’ll be taking away that de-

‘terrent.”

TO HELP cach other, the county chapter has a
Vletim Support Group founded last June. The peer
counseling group meets monthly ln Waterford.

“It's a chance for people to get together and
share experiences,” Blen said, “People fcel they're
allalone.”

She sald for some, holldays arc a parilculariy

- difficult time.

The county group has 130 pald members with a
malling llst of more than 300. They meet four times
each year.

Nardin Park United Mathodist Church in Farmington Hills was tho setting for the Monday night vigil.
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whete you turn the
water off aftee you
are wet, then lather
up and wra the water
on again to rinse. Or
instali a special
walter-saving shower
head that gets you
just a5 wat with

less water.
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