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When Gatt lost,
Hillsdale gained

MAZING HOW & lttle change can make o
big difference.
Mike Gatt Is a smart guy. He'sa
senior at Hillzdale Callege, studying pre-
med. He also happeos to quarterback the
Hillsdale football team.

At least he dld for Lhe two seasons prior to this
one, Last year, however, took a heavy toll on Gatt
— literatly, The former Redford Cathollc Central
star and Livonia resident separated hls shoulder
in the Chargers’ first game, his welght balloened
and, by scasen's end, he was keeplng the beneh
company.

‘The writing was on the wall, and Gatt did not
care for the translation.

“I was not too sure I had a startlng position
coming into the scason,” he sald. "I felt Thad to
gza::?nlhlng differcnt to get my confldence

ck."

Gatt blamed hls woes on his welght. Last
summer he attacked the problem.

HE RAN, he llfted welghts, be played
basketball, and he threw passes to recelver Dave
Mifsud. He also worked the night ahift at a
convalescent home, which proved more beneficlal
physically than Gatt ever dreamed.

“That threw my system off,” Gatt sald of his
night job. “Combined with the running, the pounds
Jjust started coming off.”

By the start of the scason, Gatt was 20 pounds
slimmer. By the end of the scason, it was
apparent his loss was Hillsdale's gain.

Gatt’s quarterbacking has been instrumental In
the'Chargers 10-1 scason. How good has he been?
Ee was o Great Lakes Intercollcglate Athletic
Can ference (GLIAC) first (cam selection. He led

1

{ passes
(6 J) and touchdowns thrawn (12) and was sccond
in yards gained (1,344).

But that only tells part of the story, the portion
that assesses passing efficicncy. Unlike other
positlons, a quarterback cannot be judged by one,
or cved Lwo, Sets of statistics.

Evaluate the starting collegiate quarterbacks
{rom the Obscrver & Eecentric coverage area,
Ask who had the best season, and you'd get - -
powerful arguments for several of them.

FOR INSTANCE, Dave Yarema, from
Blrminghem Brother Rice, was unbeaten in
games he played for All-Ameriean Bowl-bound
Michlgan State (6-0), and ho Is the only major
college starting quarterback from our arca,

Bruce Crosthwaite, from Rochester, set a new
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletie Assoclatlon
{MIAA) pass cfficlency standard at Adrian. Dean
Ulrich, also from Rochester, reglstercd
impressive total yardage marks at Alma.

Ken Kish, fcom Farmington Harrlson, guided
Albion jnto the NCAA Division HI playoffs. Chris
Fanz), from Livonta Franklin, helped turn Grand
Valiey State’s winless program Into a GLIAC
contender.

There were others — at least elght former
-] O&E-area quarterbacks started sometime during
the past scason — but nonc shared Gatt's  *
accomplishments.

Gatt won, both a GLIAC title and Ln the NAIA
playoffs, And without him, it's certaln his team
would never have been so successful. Nooe of the
others can make both boasts.

GATT'S VALUE to Hillsdale became obvidus in
Saturday's 47-3 rout of Salem (W, Va.) College In
the NAIA quarterfinals, He completed 15 of 27

for 198 yards, with onc intercepted. Four
‘went for touchdowns.

His contributlon didn't end there. Gatt also
rushed 12 times for 72 yards and another TD. So
much for a weight problem.

*Jt deflnltely helped my gﬂme," Gatt said of his
welght loss. “I'm movicg more, not gelting
sacked as much, I'm getting more yards running
and not taking as many hits."

1f that doesn't sound like a drastic difference,
delve decper, Better yet, ot Gatt explalz how
much his lmpmved moblllty meant to tho mrn.
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Wildcat role players
get better of Marlins

By C.J. Risak
staff writor

There Is no justice in basketball.
None.
It was proven last night, and Farm-

" Ington Hills Mercy was the victim. The

Marlins were robbed. And at this time
of year, too, when people are supposed
to be kind and generous toward one an-
other,

‘There were 1o such merciful feelings
for Mercy this Christmas, The Marling
lost their atate quarterfinal contest to
two-time defending Class A champlon
Flint Northwestern 41-38 at Waterford
Mott.

Perhaps it wasn't so much that Mer-
cy loat. It was the way It happened. If
an offlcial blew a call, or Northwestern
got all the breaks, or even If the Mar-
lins botched up and gave the game
away, there would be something to peg
the loss on.

THAT DIDN'T happen, Mercy played
terrific baskethall, committing just 13
turnovers and limlting two-time all-
stater Tonyn Edwards to cight polnts,

That's what made the result 50 un-
Just. Because as sharp as Mercy per-
formed, Northwestern was even better.

Mercy coach Larry Baker knew It
““The only good thing about this is If you
have to lose, go out playing intense bas-
ketball ngainst the best."

The Marilns
5. Northwestern 1s on its way to Kola.
mazo0, armed with a 24-1 record in its
bunt for a third-consecutive title,

Mercy's triangle-zonc-and-two  de-
fense — with three Marlins playing
zone and Yvette Maison and Michelle
Frﬂ:ﬂ;t playlux person-to-person

and Stephanie Tipton .

~  kept Nnrthwutcm off-balance
throughout the game.

BUT THE LADY Wildcats ncver

cked or wavered. They also never

el behind by more than four palnts,

which helped, and they commlited just
=ix turnovers.

“We didn't really lose our compo-
sure,” said Northwestern ecach Roger
Zoll. “We managed to find the cpen
person {on offcnse). We were patient
and that paid off.”

1t did, but the dlvidends were slow to
materialize. Mercy led 11-10 after one
quarter, thanks to five points by Mlssy
Duczynski and four by Yvette Maison.
The Marllns malntained thelr one-point

are out, finlshing at 19-.

* Only four Marilns scored,

advantage at the half, 20- 19 iu spite of
poor floor ahooting (three of 12).

The tumnlog polnt cnmc midway
through the thlrd quarter, Sparked by
Shanta Burks' three baskets,
Northwestern outscored Mercy 10-2 in
the final five minutes of the period to
forge a 30-26 lead.

If there was a plvotal play in the
game, It came with 2:31 left in the third
quarter. Malson spun past one defend-
er, drove Into the lane and banked in &
short shot that would have tied the
score at 26-all. But Maison ran into
Burks and was called for an offensive
foul, her fourth personal of the game.

MAISON NEVER fouled out, but she
never drove.the lane agaln, either.

Burks hit two free throws early In
the {lnal period to extend Northwest.
ern's lead to alx, but Merey answered
wlith baskets by Duczynski and Malson
to pull to within two. The Lady Wild-
cats went Into an effective stall, and
Mercy was forced to foul to gain pos-
session, . .

Edwards, Tipton and Lawanda
Sklnner went to the Iree throw llne lna
four-minute span and sank six-stralght
foul ahots. Northwestern hit 11 of 13
free throws in the final quarter, which
accounted for all its polnts,

“It was an outstanding game," sum--

marized Baker. “Both teams played ex-
cclient defense. It came down to them
shooting a little better than we dld.

“Both teams shut down’the cther’s
big scorers, but thelr support players
came through.”

WITH EDWARDS bottled up, the
Lady Wildcats needed it. Tipton came
31’011&!: with 12 points and Burks nett-

10.

Mercy dldn’t get that kind of help.
, with Buczyn-
ski getting 18 and Maison 10. Margaret
DeMattla and Terri Nalodka had four
cach,

“The only problem with our offen-
slve executlon was when they were
switching defenses on us it took us too
Tong to adjust to IL” sald Baker, “I
have no problems on the defenslve end.
(Northwestern) won't get a better de-
fensive challenge than they got today."”

2oll agreed, “Now that we're past
them,” he sald, “I feel a lot better.”

It's just & shame that the Marlins,
considering the game they played,
shouldn't feel better about the results,
too.

Kratt scores 33 as
Farmington goes 2-0

When was tho last time a Farming-
ton boyx basketball team began a sea-
son with two stralght victories?

“It's been a long time,” said veteran
Falcon coach Richard Roy.

The Falcons posted victory No. 2
‘Tuesday night §0-47 agalnst Waterford
Kettering.

Senlor Bruce Kratt was unstoppable.
He hit nise-of-13 shots from the perim-
cter and sank 15-0f-18 free throws —
33 polnts,

Fout ah tald the tale. Falcons,
Ied by Krau, hit 19-o0f-21 from the lne,

“It'aa good boost for th
line, knowing they can hold somebody out,' be
sald. “It has a positive effect on the whole team.”

Certalnly fewer quarterback sacks mean more
successful drives, which In tarn results ina
greater number of points. And the team with the
most points. .

THAT'S WHY judging Gatt by passing totals

alone would bo unjust. Hia 72 ax\!sru:.hlng ,
against Salem may havo made the lot

nine-0f-22
"nnu two stralght gmu now that
‘we've shot the ball well,” Roy safd.
Kyle Mutx added 16 points to the
Falcons' causa and Cralg Petersmark
grabbed six rebounds,
Todd Drass led the Captains (0-2)
Larkin scored

L with 17 points and Tom
<A .

Hiltsdale. And get this: Of his 12 carries, 10 were
quarterback sneaks. y
“Their defense uncovered our center, 30 I just
quartcrback-snenked it a lot,” ho sald. “T tried to
L\n them out of (hat defense.”

Eventually Salem dld swi defense, but
not nntil Gatt burst 18 yards yp tho mlddls fora
touchdown. Such decision-) s are
another Important clemenf in a quarterback’s

tago of what the

perzonallty. .
I waa just taking advi
defense gave me,” saldGatt. ‘“That's my job.”
Or port cf It, anyway. Like pleking out the right
recelver, or kmowing hm not to throw the ball,
or Instanly analyzing defensea andchccklng nﬂ

ge. .
"When yeu'se n &fgroove, overything scems
goyour way," zald Gatt. And make no mistake, he
udcﬂ.nlmy fna 0~ a lighter, quldm'.

" Hillsdale will
“Junction, Colo., a:urﬂay(nanNAlA

<5 The undersiosh g;nnlnxtu
) Harri-
mlumjnmpedahudll 2 in tho first
then fended off the burley
Wdt Bioomfleld team the rest of § way

uday to past its socond ceasecutive

"Bdngw nioeupedaﬂyoonﬂd»
e.rhsg tho types of games wo'va -

' 'Rod Patm:kﬂmhc and

. Thotmpsors;
- Willie Jones combined for £7 polots
Oaklsnd Comoyuni

ty:. College’s
buk'm.blll
= wxm(oan‘n'v:gow_

lead

‘Thotnpeoti; Gardner i ones each.
bauedmpdmtowpwmemm-

3 stralght: for OCC

played,” Harrison coach Mike Teache
man sald, “We beat Ketterlng at the
burzer without the services of Ken
George, then we beat a team that had
the size advantage on us.®

Will Lund scored 13 points to lead &
balanced Hawk attack. George, the
talented senlor guard, added 10 points
and Scott Blasell tossed in pine.

Marty Wolfe led West Bloomfleld (0«
2) with 14 points and Phil Okun scored

0.

N. FARMINGTON 73, REDFORD
UNION 61: The North Farmington
rims might be fecling & bit like a De-
trolt Red Wings goaltender after Tues-
day nlght'a shootout.

'n:o Ralders fired up 66 skots Tues-

y, connecting on 27 of them.

mck Anderson carried the hot hand
for North. He scored 30 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds. Mlke ' Rudln
scored 15 polnts and Paul Wabrman
. added 18,

North took the game away from RU
mldm .

w‘lmn"-ﬂlhlrdqurm-'m

hit 18-0f-31 ahots In the sécond
Jim Ra, ded the Rllder of-
fensc with a strong fldor game. i
Jim Paviovich scordd 17 and Deanls |
Bushart 16 for RU (0-3, .
Nm.hsu-oenma

mwuwnmkvcc

lost for,

Yvelte Malson (No. 41) drives toward the
basket agalnst Flint Northwestern's To-
nya Thomas Wednesday night n Morcy's

- . oo
RANDY BORST/statt pholographec

galling, 41-30 foss in tho otsle Claes A
quarterfinals at Waterford Mott,

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST
MERCEDES-BENE DEALER




