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AST YEAR, the Cranbrook Instl-
tute of Sclence offered the
taser-llght show “Orna-
ments® for the hollday sea-

sald Laser Coordinator Mel Drumm,
who also put together this year’s even
more spectacular “Ornaments” show.

What makes a difference is tho new
system that has been [natalled In the
museum's Planctarium, *T spent 300
hours progrnmmlng the show for the
old system,” Drumm sald. “This time
1 spent prabably another 100 hours to
convert and perfect It.”

Cranbrook's state-of-the-art equlp-
ment has the power of an outdoor
laser projector. For the Indoor shows,
images are projected onto the plane-
tarlum’s 30-foot dome,

Deserlblng the system, Drumm
sald, *The new onc Is hlgger than any-
thing yow'll find in large planctari-
uma. It can fill the entire dome with
Images.”

'HE EXPLAINED, “We don't bave
the elearance and equipment to do all
that,” so at present, only the top of the

son,
“It became an Instant tradition,”.

quas, plnks,
violets and shades of yellow and
orange,

Also, new optlonal systems manip-
ulate the beam. “It's all digitally con-
trolled,” hie said.

Another plus is better anlmatlon.
Frosty the Snowman, for ex.nmplc
“This year hls bands and arms move,”
Drumm sald.

In the planetarium a few days be-
fore the “Ornaments® show opened,
Drumm and Raymond Bullock, coor-
dlnator of astronomy, presented a ml-
nipreview of what would be ln the
hollday presentation.

Colorful ornaments are among the
geometric or kaleldoscoplc images
viewera sco, and there are also
representational figures, such as a
horse or a boy.

DRUMM WANTS to give credlt to
artist Doug Goudie, who 'dld the
representational graphles for "Orna-
ments* and for “Lascra: Rocking in
Space,” Cranbrook's first laser l]ghl
show using the new

i

(nclude a medley with “Twelve Days
of Christmas,” 'Fmsly the Snowman®
and “White Chris

For “Ornaments,” children as
young as 8 years of age will bo admit-
ted to the planetarium. Showings are
at 3:45 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
through December, as well as at 2:15
p.m. Thursdays-Fridays, Dec. 28-27
and 30-31.

ADMISSION TO (he family show [y
$1.25 In additlon to regular museum
admlsslon of $3 for adults, $2 for stu-
dents and senfor cltizens, More infor-
mation Ls available by calllng the
Cranbrook Insiltute of ‘Science in
Bloem(leld Hills at 645-3230.

The museum, which bas been pre-
senting laser shows alnce July 1082,
began having problems with the old
aystem thls spting. *The laser we'd
been uslng was discontinued and
parts werent avallable,” Drumm
anld, “The second week In July It
mled completely.”

A proposal for new equipment at
$62,000 — about the cost of the origi-

ran durlig November.

He sald the entire laser light show
pro&ram is operated wllh Just two
ata

nal — was taken.by the
director to {he board of governors.

In the meantime, with laser shows
Lcmpon.rﬂy discontlnued, the muse-

In contrast to Lhe old system, which
could only offcr Images in red, blue,
green and yellow, the laser light
shows now are vislble In “new colora-

and b
ceiling Is being used. Durlng @ per-  who nctuteckn!dms H: ‘alngled out
formance, and Dan Pinkos for praisc.
tlonal designs dance d, ac should put
companied by recorded muste. Sald

anyonc I a festive mood.
Drumm, “It's real pretty, happy,
upbeat. It has music. You can alng
zlong with it. 1t's renl colorful.”

Songs that share laser light designs

dropped off 92 per-
cent on Friday nights and 75 percent
on Saturdays. Drumm explalned that
the ight nhew pulls in the crowds, but
that visltors are also to

visit the rest of the museum. *“They
have to stay here and look around.

Continuod on Noxt Page
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{ Mc! Drumm fooks
as he projects imagas on the dome of the ‘Cran-
brook Planotarium for tho lasor-light show “Or-
naments.” Tho holidoy fomily show continues

Ornaments Iaser show
is more colorful this year
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Bloomtiold Hills. Cranbroak’s now lasor system
is sald to have the most powerful indoor projec-
torin the couuntry. .

You can see, hear, feel the spell of Chrlstmas

Per!ormancza of “A
Christmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens con-
tinue through Sunday,
Dec. 28, at Meadow
Brook Theatre on the
Oakland University
campus in Rochester
Hills, For ticket infor-
mation, call the box
office at 377-3300.

The cantankerous old
tighwad Ebenczer
- Scrooge is up to his usual
miserly tricks in Meadow
Brook's delightful pro-
ductlon of Charles Dick-
cn's “A Christmas Carol.”

This Iz Meadow
Brook’s fourth year mak-
ing merry with dlrector
Charles Nolte's adaption
of the haliday classic, and

it seems Nolte pollshes
the magic a ltile more
each season by perfecting
new detalls, Maybe he's
changed nothing and It
just scemna pew after 12
months of forgetiing how
wonderful the old story
can bo when told with all
the theatrical stops
pulled out.

This {3 a production to
delight the senses. The
waxy smell of candle
drifix all the way'to the
back row wben Scroogo
gouo(l it out, and we hear

when bls prac-
ticed ﬂngcrl shutfle
through a atack of bllls
with the dexterity of a
card shark. Our mouths
water to see thl; table
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groaning with Christmas
dellcacles at the Fez-
ziwlgs' jolly offlce party
and to hear the Ghost of
Christmas Present glve
hts llpsmacklng litany in
pratso of food. .

This year NoIlc seems
to have perfected sounds
to carich the production.
As [n previous years,
carollers In 1830s dress

t theatergoers In the
lobby. The coilcction of
voices scems better
matehed then ever be-
fore. Moro volces, these
whispered anonymously
aver tho sound ByS
nleely underscore lhe
doom-to-be when
Ebenezer looks Into the
future at his own funeral.

THE SOUND of rain
permeates Scrooge’s
glilmpse of what is to be.

package.

e Black Tie optlonal.

Cathie .
Breldenbach

tazz in “A Christmas
Carol” includes a feight-
ful specter taller Lhan
any Globetrotter, a trap
door belching forth a
ghost amld sulfurous
orange smoke, and a fire-
works blast ta_ rivat

1t gushes out of overflow-
ing gutters, sloshea
through dralnspouts and
sounds real enough to
make people sitting In the
snug theater turn up thelr
collars and pick up thelr
feet to keep them dry.
Such s the power of {llu-
slon. The Meadow Brook
sound system brings Dol-
byltke sound of a raln-
storm to livo theater.

QOuce agaln, Booth Col- . spouse,

man wonderfully makes
old Scrooge come to llfe
in all his crotchety/lov-
ableness. The old geezer

4 GALANEW FW VEAR'SEVE
" BIGBAND mdBLACK TIE*

Plan your evening the way you like it Enjoy the Ilvely
Kingsley Inn'complex of dining rooms, bar, party .
rooms and luxury hotel, Ideal for celebrating. .

. *Dancingtoa 13 plece big band In the ballroorn no
cover charge - .
* Superh dining * Plano bar * Party Favors.

* Live entertainment In three rooms.
T Speclnl New Year's Eve hotel accomodations

even counta coals 50 poor

Bob Cratchit doesn’t
sneak more than a pal
few to kecp his fingers
warm in the cold office.

tlous as =someone with a
case of non-stop glggles
who makes everyone
around break out with at
teast o smile, if not a bel-

‘Thom Hanellne returns 1y laugh.
a3 a fine Bob Cratchit,
and Jayne Houdyahell re- Theatrical razz-ma-

turns to double as the
scnslble Mrs. -Cratchit
and as Mrs. Fexxiwig. She
and Phillip Locker, who
plays her knock-kneed

Mr. Fezxiprig, are
an irrupns:lhle glalr
who radlato Jolly
}inks. The l-‘cnlwlu
good bumar is as infec-

Haydo's

The set by Gritf-
fith ts a marvel of fluld
locomotion — both

charming and functlonal,
and lighting by Reld
Johnson Ly another care-
fully perfected detall of
the productlon.

TlllE’l‘Y PBOPLB
make up the able cast led
by an outstanding engem-
‘ble of Phillip Locker,
Glen Allen Pruett, Jayne
Houdyshell,” .Barbara

* Barringer, Pawl Hopper,
Joey L. Golden and-

Wayne  David. Parker,
who each play two or
three dlfferent  roles.
Wayne David ‘Parker's
few mioutes as the Tur-
key Boy abound with sim-
ple, joyous energy. Par-
ker has a knack {or mak-
ing much of small roles.

Dickens' n.hnsu mel-
lowed even those theater-
goers who'd curscd . as
they " drave: snow-slek
roads_to Megdow ' Brook
night, When
Scrooge beglns his . cew
1fe among the revelersof -
old London, snow falla on
the Meadow Brook stage.
The white stuff tint just 2
few hours earlier had
been n tribilation be-
comes ancw & .magic,
white wonder touched by
Flckcul Christmns Splr-
t
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