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If you have a news item or an
idea for @ feature story or on ac-
tion picture with a Farmington
arca cannection, send & note to
our downtoivn office at 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024.

STUDENT scholar.

were based o1t .
ludemlc u:hl:vemenL leldmh(p{
abllity, articulateness and

plld lrl;yu'd a 82.000 cnl!cge :
scholarship.

“MAKING muste,

Brother l}lno:hglgh %chool nx!mu
ﬂnwﬂ.nx top & percentof -
123,000 Michigas high school .
A icigan athera °'u".3.°§;'&
-Competition.
- The 1,000 finalista will com hﬂ&eh
!or ubwt 500 college lcho

!UNlORm Witts of
Laspending the
uu umuu: woﬂ:laa azan lntern
inthe Motors Parts
Division la Detroit as part of the
Aibersl arts ;:mﬂla:ia o gﬂr(l:l!uslanal
muu;emm al on Collzge,
Alblon, .
. §be's majoring In bvslnus and’
, u‘N THE'W
wrence Barfield of Farmington
mlllprmﬂodudwlmc plpcrat
Assoclation’s annu eonmuon.

‘Barfiald's paper;entitled”, -
"Vl.lcnlll‘.ll."P‘:f:r presented at th™

ARSI VAN
ARSI AN RS )

A community sing-along
highlighted the Farmington Area
Jaycees’ bollday tree-lighting cere-
wmony Sunday, Dec. 8, at the gazebo
beslde the Farmington Hlatorical
Muscum on Grand River,

Farmington Mayor William Hart.
sock helped lght the tree, donated
by Farmer Jack In the new Cross-
roads shopplng center at 9 Mile and
Farmington Road. The tree was
originally ot the shopping center,
but blew over In a windstorm. It
was headed for flrewood before the
Jaycees welcomed it as their holi-
day tree,

The tree-lighting ceremony was
made possible through donatlons of
money or services from many acea
businesses.

AMONG THOSE who partlcipat-
ed in the ceremony were the North
Farmington Twllight Tenes and the
Northern Lights Choral Groups, un-
der Linda Comes’ direction, Others
were the band members of Harrl-
son, Farmington and North Farm-
Engton High Schools, who participat.
ed in the caroling.

Girl Scout Troop No. 3187 from
Power Mlddle Schoo), under Eunice
P dlik's leadcrship, assisted
with the distribution of programs
and refreshments,

“Downtown Farmlngton is espe-
clally beautiful this year. The white
lights in store windows and trecs
add so much to creating a holiday
atmosphere in the city. It is wonder-

The gazebo-housed Christmas tree was (it In a public coremony Dec. 8.

Jaycees host yule-tree lighting

RANDY BORST/stalt photographer

ful to sec and feel the enthusiasm
expressed by the downtown mer-
chants and commualty as a whole,”
sald Rena Swanson, chairwoman of
the 1985 hollday tree lighting cere-
mony.

THE WOODEN octagonal gazcbo,
dedicated in September, was fash-
ioned after the Victorlan Warner
Manslon that houses the 5-year-old
museum.

“The gazebo was three years In the
making as the pet project of two
museum commltice members, Mar-
garet Walker and Kay Blackeney,
who coordinated the required fund-
ralsing.
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By Josnne Mallszewskl
staff writer

Michlgan Department of Transporta-

‘. . . the decision
{involving 1-698

tlon {MDOT) officlals are
ing widening I-698 to slx lanes and the
addltion of three new interchanges —
two In Farmington Hills and one In
Southflcld,

1696 [m-

impr 1s) will be
made in Washington.’
— Robert Adams,
stato highway official

of p:
provements came 'l‘hundny morning
by Robert Adams, MDOT deputy diree-
tor of lrnmportn!lon planning.
Adams made hls agnouncement be-

cost estimates and flnancing schemes,
he asked for contlnued local coopera-
tton and support, particularly in look-

{ore 40 arca rep-
resentatives, Fnr‘mlugwn ‘Hills and
Novi clty officlals and representatives
of homeowner associations, who met in

ing to for funding and ap-
pmvnl for additional highway access.

k we won't have any problem
wlth that. But u:e declsion will be
made In Wash " bie added.

the Life

Co. bullding to briefly review the city's

preliminary 12 Mile master tratile
plan,

Only one business representative —
Jervis H. Webb — publlely oppoted
some of the city's plans, based on
mated costa and the nmonnl of l;nd
needed to accommodate improve.
ments.

Adams' announcement confirmed
what eity officials had assumed would
be MDOT's recommended Improve.
ments and had barked on fn developing
the city's prellminary 12 Milo master
trafflc plan.

BUT MDOT’S

Ploase turn to Page 4

City EDC
beefs up
tax base

were not roccompanied with cost esti-
mates. “I don’t know at what polnl they
will give us cost csiimates,” sald
Farmington Hills City Mamgcr wit-
linm Costlck. MDOT has not yet pre-
pared 2 final report of I-m imp:

By Joanne
ataff writer

With only 8-10,000 acres of undevel-
oped commercial land avallable In the
clty, anﬂnmn Hills Economle De-

7p. (EDC)
mrchlng lor um most capltal- Inun
to

ments.

Desplte the lack of cost
Adams briefly discussed financing ol
proposed lmprovemeats. “A lot of
thlng; will lnﬂuenoe that," Adams sald.

A reauthorization of the Federal
Highway Act — a trust fund flnanced

by user fees that currently generates

about $12-13 billion — is necded,
But a wrench could be thrown into
that avenue of financing by !cghluuan
last week by Congress reqi
a balanced federal budget by 1991, Tbe
question will be whether user fees will
continue to finance highway Improve.
ments or will be dlverted to other areas
to balence the budget, Adams satd.
Despite Adams' lack of specifies on

itness

Farmlngton Y nears its fund-raising goal

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

M’?I? Aenlor ty m}m‘laz ta
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I l..dm!r’ql m;mu-jng.

Nearing the end of 2 major capital
improvement campalgn, the Farming-
ton YMCA bas reached 85 percent of its
$400,000 goa.l. according to cxecutive
director K Bush.

Bush proloct: that 100 pcmnt of the
goal will b reached within 43 days.

A total of $335,650 was p]cdgod wlm
65 percent attributed to local buain

Tha YAICA plans to
work with the .

. Farmington Public

" 'Schools te provide
jon-mandsted lelsurc

P h
will create a “state-of-theart fitness
center for the community,” Buzh sald.

Major contrjbutions were recelved
from Maoufacturers Hanover Mort-
gage Corp. And Alexander Hamilton
Lifo Insurance Co. of America, both n
Farmington Hills, ho sald.

‘Enough money haa been recelved to
allow tho late November purchase of
property adjacent to the facility on
Farmington Road north of 12 Mile,
Buosh sald, Two parcels 1.5

acres were purchased for Phase I of
tho facility's capital project. A total of
$116,000 waa budgeted for this pur-
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likely bo rented out a3 & mmuegmm
ator {oa several yn_;: antil the plan
completion phase. ‘The second

holds & garago that will pi Lo

past two months” Bush ultt
Area-wide, the YMCA iz seeking
$5.38 million (or n!.: facilitles, Includ-

ington Y's capital improvements. A se-
ries of room addltions are planned, lo-
cludlng community meetlng rooms and
an actlvity room for sport skill instrue-
tion and aerobic activities, Bush sald.

lon 1s also.planned for youth,
aged and handlcapped programs.

‘The YMCA plans to work with the
Farmington Publlc Schools to provide
“non-mandated lelsure actlvities for
handicapped students,”Bush added,

LONG-RANGE . PLANS call for
beautilcatlon of the newly acquired
pnmdsdong?armlnzlmﬂmd.

¢ largest addition planoed Is a

The
'ndal!ydurlaedlnlnsnlhamm
tendent

of former school superin|
current YM
myde. Tha first

y be de-
mollshed. Both parcels  will be devel-
oped for addltional parking, allowing
expanslon of the present facility,

Tho YMCA capital umpalp was
metro Detrol

THE YMCA has a flve-y mort-
gage on & brick housa that alts oo one
parcel. Bush sald the house will moat

t last
April with 131 busincss communlty vol-
unteers, “We pleked up momentum the

Ing F agroe-
ment with the Un!u:d Foundation —
one of the YMCA's { sources —

the ch did ot sollelt hmny dm-mg_

{all m:

for I.be United Fcundluou.m uld. -
Plans Inclode hiring an architect In

early 1988 to begin plans for tha Farm.

Gmulm
thlnﬂhnupi
campaign In 1578 was vsed to bulld the
Bush sald. Phase 1T
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t.hu clty's tax bue.

“We are really growing up fast, and
there Is really not a lot of land left,"
sald EDC Chalrman Robert McConnell,

Members are “making a select, dis-

business leaders to consider Farming-
ton Hllls as a homo for thelr compa-
nics.

“We are now at the stage where we
have to be selective,” McConnell told
the Farington Hills City Council last
week during a presentation of the
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