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Power and finesse: Observer’s elite

By Chris McCoaky
sttt writer

HAT DO YOU make of the
state of girls basketball In
Observerland?

Sure, the level of Indl-

vidua) talent contlnues to climb to new
heights, Glrls are dotng things on the

Ladywood

Satem

Suo Laliberto

Denise Kokowicz
Garden City

basketball courts these days that would
have surpassed coaches’ wlldest
dreams 10 years ago.

You enly have to look at the skitl lev-
els of the llkes of Dena Head and
Yvette Malson to find proof of that
claim ~ and thosc two wlll return to
the prep scene next year.

But there's a problem.

Missy Duczynski
Mercy

PRI
Dlana Knickerbocker
Canton

Ed Kavanaugh

Mario Becker Yvelte Malson
RU Merey Ladywood coach
. ]

There scems to be no middle ground
in terms of team strength, For every
powerhouse, for every Livonia Lady-
wood, Farmington Hllls Mercy or
Plymou(h Salem, there’s a Farmlngton
Harrlson, a Blshep Borgess or a Farm.
Ington.

The margin of victory for the ellte
teams for most of the scason was vast
— an unproductive situatlon for both
the wlnner and loser.

What concluslons can be drawn? Is
there a lack of concerned and eapable
coaches? Is there a shortage of guallty
playersa? Do some schools place a high-
er priority on gicls b:ukctball than oth-
ers’

Perhaps It's a comblnation of all
those factors. Perhaps it's the nature of
athletic competition,

Whatever, when the Observerland
glrls basketball coaches gathered to se-
Iect the 1985 All-Arca squad, there was
no problem fllling out the three seven-
member {cama.

Here's a took at the first team cholc-
es;

FIRST TEAM

Sue Laliberte, Livenla Ladywood,
senfor: A three-year starter for the
Blazers, the 6-foot post player hes
helped her team to a state Class B
champlonshlp In 1983, a state runner-
up spot last year and a berth In the fi-
nal four again this year. She is a sirong
inside player with a soft shooting
touch. She averaged 15.5 points and
nearly 10 rebounds per game for Lady-
wood thla scason, She's o dlligent work-
er and a highly recrulted major college
prospect.

' Mizsy Duczynski, Mercy, senlor: A{-
lcr seelng limited. duty, a8 a funl

tunlly this season.
slgned a letter of lnwnt wlith Central
Michigan Unlversity. Midway through
the season, Mercy coach Larry Baker
declded to make Duczynski the focal
point of his o(!au:lvu attack. She re-
sponded with 20-point performances
agalnst Divine Child and Cass Tech,
ond an 18-point night agalnst Filnt

Ladywood wins

ity,
czynski made the moat of hier nypvr~ u
he hay already

Nerthwestern o the quarterflnals last
‘Wednesday. She averaged 11 points and
scven rebounds on the season. Her best
weapon Is her fluld outside shooting
touch. She can also be a foree inslde.

Dena Elead, Plymouth Salem, sopho-
more: In terms of pure basketball and
athletic skills, she is the cream of the
All-Arca crop. Because of her

co-captain of the all-Western Lakes
team.

Marle Becker, Redford Unlon, sen.
for: A player with many of the same
all-around akilly that Kalckerbocker
possesses — only Becker played more
of a scorer’s role with RU. She aver-
ngcd 12.2 polnts per g:’lge and grnbbed

skills, she can and hns played every po-
sitlon for the Rocks. She was primarily
a post player last year (5th team all-
state) and primarily a guard this sea-
son. She runs the floor extremely well,
jumps even better. She averaged 15.5
polnts per game, 14.4 rebounds and 4.6
asslsts this year, Satem is 40-8 with her
on the court. “She has the opportunity
to become one of the best players this
arca has ever had,” said coach Fred
Thomann, who docsn’t often make
those kinds of statements about his
players.

Denise Rokowlcs, Garden Cﬂy. Jun-
{or: She may have best
perimeter jurnp shot of nnynnc In the
area. She averaged 13.5 palnts per
game on a very balanced, very good
Garden Clty basketball team thls sea-
son. She owns four schoo) scoring re-
cords, A §-10 forward, she also pulled
in better than nine rebounds per game.
“She excels at both ends of the floor for
us,” GC coach Marshall Henry safd.
The best thing about her game, from a
Garden City perspective, is that It is
still getting better,

Diana Kolckerbocker, Plymonth
Canton, sexior: Plymouth Canton was
ranked No. 2 [n the area for much of
this scason. A major contributor to the
team’s BuCCess this mulu~!accu:d

mlsb and 4.8 sluls She also lhnwed a
good denl of grit playing the last nino
games of the scason with a fractured
knuckle and broken left hand. Her ef-
forts have earned her a full-ride with
Saglnaw Valley State College.

Yvette Malson, Mercy, Junlor: After
a rocky emotional start — she trans-
ferred from Bishop Gallagher, was Ini-
tlally ruled [nellglble, then ruted ellgl-
ble by the Michigan High Schoo! Athlet-
lc Association — Maison became Mer-
cy's floor general, She averaged close
to 11 points per game, 4.5 assists and
four steals, She hed three games In
which she scored more than 20 points,
Including 25 agalnst Salem, the
toughest delenslve team In the aren,
Merey coach Larry Baker, who has
coached several outstanding  polnt
guards, has high pralse for Malson,
“She’s an exceptlonal ball handler, not
real flashy, but (hes) super control of
the ball and she sees the whole court.
She sees the court better (han anyone
I've coached and better than anyone
I've seen in qulte a while.”

Ed Kavanaugh, Livonia Ladywood,
conch: Many basketball experts
thought this would be a down year for
Ladywood after losing four stariers
from last year's =tate-finalist team.
Kavanaugh had to reptace Michlgan's
Mlss B:ukulball Em.lly Wugncr (Sum.

was
Ttalent: 8he geored (10.3),
{8.2), she'mdde steats (70 e! them fn 21
gamces), she had assists (68) and she
played defense, But her biggest role on
the team was as Its Jeader. A three-
year player, she served as a role model
for the team with her tireless work
babits and her hustle and determina-
tlon on the court. Her leadership abill-
tles didn't go unnotlced. She was named

ford), and
Govan (Itilnols State).

But Kavanaugh molded a coheslve,
balanced all-senlor nftack, setting a
school record for most wins in a season
(25} after Wednesday's quarterflnal
victory over Flint her,

Kavanaugh ls a vetcran of the coach-
Ing ranks, concurrently scrving as the
Schoolcralt College women's coach,

in sweef revenge over

By Brad Emona
otaff writer

Twelve months ago Livonla Lady-
wood dreamed what appeared o be the

impossible dream,

But the impossible dream came true

a3 Ladywood captured the statc Class
l! glrls basketball title with a 45-41 vic-
tory Saturdoy night over Catholle

League nemesis Dearbora Divine Chitd
before 1,843 fans at Western Michi-
gan's Read Fieldhouse in Kalmazoo,

The Blazers, who lost a ope-polnt
heartbreaker in last year's state final
to River Rouge, was glven Lttle chance
of returning after losing four atarters,
including Miss Basketball Emlly Wag-
ner.

“'As the summer progressed and we
‘won some tournaments, the girls start.
¢d to belleve In themselves and I
thought we would be here agaln,” sald
Ladywood coach Ed Kavanaugh, who
carried off his second state champlon-

By Brad Emons
satalf wrilor

ship trophy. “The first one {(champlon-
ahlp) is good, but the second one i3 bet-

LADYWOOD gained a wmeasure of
revenge in the final, atoning for thelr
only defeat (in 28 games) of the season
to Divine Child in the Catholic League
championship game. It was a bitter
loss after Ladywood had beaten DC
handily in the second game of the sea-

.

“The fact that we had played them
twice and waa the rubber game
was a blg motive," Kavanaugh sald,
“But It's funny; It scems whoever loses
In the Catholle League plnyuﬂ'u docs
better In the state tournamen

LADYWOOD WAS SLUGGISH for
nearly three quarters In the nlp-and-
tuck affair,

But down the stretch the Blazers kad
the right stuff, especlally guard Jeony
Nadeau, who made four stralght free

but the Eagles, backed by a large .,
throng of , took a brief

KALAMAZOO ~ Nearly backed into
a corner, Livonia Ladywood came out
fighting Friday night, escaplng with &
hard-earned $4-47 girls basketball vic-
tory over Frankenmuth In the state
Clazs B scmifinals at Central High
Sehool,

For the third strajght tournament

Blazers in the

3 fany,
13-12lead carly in the second period.

LADYWOQOD, however, regained the
Iead for keeps on successive ateals and
layups by Jenny Nadeau and Cathy
Schram.

Frankenmuth then went flat, failing
to score the rest of the period. During
the cold spell, the Eagles missed four

d-one fre throw

game, the B
clutch when it d thelr op

off » zono press, tho

was ready to make the kiil,
Frankenmuth, making Its third seml-

{inal appearance In 11 bowed

out of the tourney with a 24-2 record.

. “We talked about thinking ahead (to

the champlonship game) and that's

whit we were guilty of wul;b!." uld

veteran ' Ladywooed coach

vanaugh, whoss team galned Ib lounh

) champlonship berth. “But
Ladywood's Cothy Schram spzodo down court-on a Blazer fast ::,u’ take .f,ymn‘p away from mﬁ“
break during Friday's stato Class B nemlnnat victory over Frank-  enmuth. Thoy're a

fine team.”
qnmulh. Ladywood lgd 10-4 after ono quarter,

—_— ’ e e e

Blazers opened up 2 26-13 halftime ad-
vantege.

‘“That was a critical plrt of the game
when wo scored off those steals,” Ka.
vanaugh sald. “When it was 13-12 I
didn't say anything spectal, I fust told
them we were [n for a ballgame."”

th coach Art Pelzer safd

"nervousness was part of the Eagles’
. poor flrst-balf showing.

“The momentum bullding from our
people after wo won the dlsirict and
tho reglonal was unbelievable,” he sald.

.center - Sua

throws and came up with a key steal In
the flnal minute of play.

“This I3 special because nobody
thought we'd be here,” sald Nadeau,
who contributed 11 points. “Because
the dynamic duo (Wnener and Char Go-
van) were gone, nobody thought we'd
be any good. But we just didn't get a
chanee to show our stulf last year.*

Dlvine Child, bolstered by the inslde
scoring of 5-foot-11 junior Sue Nissen
{a key in DC's victory over Ladywood),
took a 81-26 tead early in the third
quarter.

The Blazers fought back, golng
ahead for keeps on senlor center Sue
Lallberte's timely oppoaite-hand hook
shot. That gave Ladywood a 37-35 lead
with 4:38 remaining.

Mary Joy Koncul then followed
with a medium-range shot to put the
Blazers up by four,

Kavanaugh then had hla team work
the clock, drawlng fouls, which ulti-
malely led to DC's demise.

“In tbe second quarter we mede 80

many errors. I was upset. 1 told them -
to quit mlnklngnbont the people In the

stands and start thinking about the

ballgame.” i

FACING A 13-POINT deficit, Frank-
enmuth battled back ualng a fall-court
press of Its own.

The Eagles sliced tha margin {o nioe
at the end of three 40-31, and
!heu chipped away n the fourth quar-

Wuh 3:47 left in the game, guard
Sandi Andrews made & steal and con-
verted a layup to cut the defict to 48-
41, Center Gail Relnbold then made
two free throws with €5 seconds left,
trimming the margin to three, but La-
dywood responded by making aix
straight free throws In the flnal 39 sec-
onds, Including four from 6-foot sentor

Laliberto, " to souff -the
Frankenmuth bld.
“We've won our last three games on
thro " sald Ki

all-area
girls

basketball

FIRST TEAM

Bue Latberta . ,

SECOND TEAM
Tracylectka . . . .. .., Livooia Frankiin
Hoather McPhvipa. . N. Farminglon
Catny Setvam.  Civonla Ladywood
Jeany Hadoau, Livoria Ladywood|
Torci Ford, .

[Kofty Kowalsk)
Jessica Handloy « Plymouth Satem)
THIRD TEAM

0ath Frigga . . + Plymoulh Canlon|
Janny Okon . . .. John Glon|
Amy Webet . . Livonla Churchil
Teacy Groonwald . - Livonla Chutchil
Kriston Hostynakl . . Phymouth Sakom
Donla Hawkina , . . .Wayna Memorlall
Debtsa Lapinsk! tvorla Ladywood

HONORABLE MENTION; Ladywood: Mary|
[oy Koncinl, Churchili Jackle Woznlak;
Franklin; nm Dbay. Gaylo Choacie; Bleven-
20n: Guo

Redlord UNon Caryn  Shannon; Rediord)
I Thuraton: Carolyn Michaik, How Soeeholr,
Dishop DBorgess; Choyd Lbdngaton: Ji
[Qlenn: ASIIC‘I Graham, Michels Recay: Way

o7 Soan: Meccy: Michot ‘Fryall, Toul N

a: Salem; Laura Clflord, Jule Tortora: C:
Ton: Loars Carby; Plymouth cnmmn Back
LoBaie; Qarden City: Karon S
Lankiord, Tor ot K isent Croranciviie

yann Kick.

> hoowp title

@

“FROM OUR REGIONAL games on,
we've won It from the line," Ka.
vanaugh said. “Free throws were defl-
nltely a big part of the tournament.”

Ladywood made 19 of 29 from the
line, while DC hit just 9 of 16,

Rebounding was also a blg factor
with Ladywood enjoylng a 31-22 edge,

“Everybody scems to think I have
somethlng to prove agalnst Sue (Nis-
sen),” said Laillberte, who led the
Blazers with 12 palnts. “And she has
something to prove agalnst me — king
of like a showdown. But It's not.”

AFTER LOSING last year's flnal,
Kavanaugh sald he d!d a ot of thinking.

“We stayed up that night and talked
a'lot,” b rocalled. “Wo started talking
about next year, believa it or not.”

When asked it-he, {oqld start visual.
izing nm uuon, Fesponded, “Why
ROLY  ari.e Gt

That mlka the 1988 season “the pos-
sible dream.”

Blazers survive semi-scare

“We feel it's very !.mpomnt. We aver-
age over 70 percent as a
chlm-, the Frankenmuth mch. sald

- tournament experienco waa the differ-

ence,
“"Wo'va been here beforo but not with
this group of kids,” he sald, “Just glve
me one more quarter. In second
half we played like wo're capable of,”
LALIBERTE, the Blazers’ lteldlgl
player during thelr tournoy run, scored
a team-high 17 points, Nadean and
ndded 18 and 10,

L]

Relobold, who took on the hig leyA
wood frontlico and held her own, fed all
scorers with 20 pointa. ‘Andrews, de-
spita early foul troudle, cnntrlbuted 12

*Wheo wo got the lead I think we got
the Idea that wa wanted (o it on tho
ball.and wo were not attacking,” sald
the Ladywood caach, "But it was' a
good match-up alzewise with Franken.
muth, Wev& had a hewnl -dv-nuga

free w shooting,

Koty Watson, Ann Ledaa: 8t. Agatha: Marfr




