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Canton assistant is
new football coach

By Chria McCosky
statf wrlior

Robert Khoenle knows o good deal
about winning football — it's In hls
blood. He was born and bred In Massil.
lon, Ohio, where winning football is
more than a common occurrence, it's a
way of llfe. Just ask the legion of fired
high school football coaches, who have
passed through the town,

Khoenle has been assigned to bring
that winning fecling to the Plymouth
Canton football program — the losing-
est foolball pregram in Observerland
over the past five scasons.

Athletic director Pau) Cummings an-
nounced Thursday that Khoenle (pro-
nounced Cahn-lee) would replace Rich-
ard Barr, who resigned tho head foot-
ball post after the fall season.

“We fcel Bob is the best qualified of

a number of well-qualified candldates,”
Cummings sald in a prepared state-
ment. “HIs experience with Canton
{ootball and his belng In the building
(he's a physical educatlen teacher at
Canton) . . . both were pluses In our
conslderation,

“We know he has a sound knowledge
of football, but we are also pleased to
know he has an exccllient abtllly to
work wlith young pecple and bring out
the best they have to offer,”

KHOENLE, WHO has been an asslst-
ant under two football coaches at Can-
ton the past elght years, knows the
magnitude of his task.

“We've lost & lot in the past but I
think we have the tatent here to win,”
Khoenle said. “I wouldn't have taken
the job If I dldn't think s0. The problem
has been the attitude and the effort of
the kids. They have lost so much that
they belleve they can't win. We have to
work on Improving the attitude and the
effort.”

Khocenle has an impressive football
background. After a sterling All-Amer-
fcan high school career, he took a foot-
ball scholarship to Purdue where, In kis
Junior season, he was the leading pass
catcher In the Blg 10 and carned honor-
able mentlon All-Amerlcan honors. He
played In both the North-South and Sen-
lor Bowl games before his pro plans
were dashed by infurles In his senlor
season.

He also played basketball and base-

ball at Purdue. He holds a bachelor's
degree and a master's in adminisira-
tlon and guidance from the unlversity.

For 13 years Khoenle held various
coaching posts In Ohlo, Including a six-
year stint as head coach at Toronto
High School.

IN THE LAST threc scasons at Can-
ton, he has hetped build the most posl-
tive aspect of the tcam — Its defense,

“I've been around herc long enough
to know what has to be done,” he sald,
“I'm used to winning from my back-
ground, and it gets reat frustrating los-
ing for so long here. The feeling has
even trickled down inte the clementary
schools. The klds ask me where I coach
and when [ tell them Canton there's an
Immediate negatlve respense — that
attitude has to change.”

Khoenle ls also aware that the pre-
valllng deslre of the community was to
see Cummings hire a coach from out-
side the district so that the program
could be glven a completely fresh start,

“That's a natural reactlon,” he safd.
“They may perceive this as keeplng the
same people and that things will be
done as they had been in the past. But
anyone who knows anythlng about it
knows that things were done here in the
past by one person. We'll be bringlng In

a totally different picture on all sides
of the speetrum.”

He zald the defenslve structure of
the team would remain virtually in-
lacl:, but on offense, wholesale changes
wi

“We have to completely overhaul our
offense,” he sald. “We would have had
to do that in any case. There’s just no
confldence (n 1t."

Khoenle plans to keep former Canton
assistants Cralg Bell and Dan Riggs on
his staff.

“I'm excited,” he sald, *We have the
ialent. Hopefully we can change the at-
titude and the concentration levels and
get some consistent effort.”

Anybody wearing a Farmington
Harrison unlform got into the act Fri-

day.

‘The Hawks used cveryonc as they
downed Livonla Franklln, 58-36, n a
Western  Lakes Western  Divislon

ame.

Harrlson (1-1) had 11 playera score
as the Hawks broke the game open
wlth a 20-point surge In the third
quarter. Ken George, who scored a
team-high 12 points, fucled the spurt
with five steals as the Hawks puton a

press,

George, who also had seven assists,
was alded by Will Lund, who had nine
points and nine rebounds, and Rod
Sarcevich, who had eight points,

“It was a real great game for us,*
sald Harrison coach Mike Teachman.
“We got good basketball out of all 14
players who dressed.”

Franktln (0-2) tralled 25-18 at In-
termission and was outscored 33-18
in the second half. David James
tossed in a game-high 15 polnts for
tcr:’c Patrlots while Chris Parentl add-
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REDFORD CC 70, YPSILANTI 66:
‘The Shamrocks had three players In
double figures as they used a blg
fourth quarter to roll past the visiting
Braves Friday in a non-conference
game.

Redford Catholic Central (1-1),
which erupted for 22 points In the
first elght minutes, had to fend off an
Ypsllanti comcback in the second
quarter as the Braves tled the game
at the half, 32-32. Ypsllanti, who was
led by Dwayne Tubbs wlith 20 points,
took a four-polnt tead Inte the final
clght minutes, but CC outpolnted the
Braves 25-17 to seal the victory.

Sean MeClory sent in 18 polnts for
the Shamrocks while Lance Vaccarel-
U added 17. Paul Tavana chipped in
with 10 points and 12 rebounds.

JOHN GLENN 69, FARMINGTON
49: The Rockets got a palr of 22s

Harrison humbles Franklin:

from Steve Hawley and Andy Gra-
zulls as they romped past the Falcons
Friday in a Western Lakes game.

Hawley and Grazulls both scored
22 polnts as Westland John Glenn (1-
2) took a three-paint lcad in the first
ecight minutes and never looked back,
The Rockets pui the contest out of
reach with a 23-palnt exploslon i the
fourth quarter.

Farmlington (2-1) was led by Kyle
Mutz, who canncd 16 polnis, and
Bruce Kratt with 15,

N. FARMINGTON &4, STEVEN-
SON 54: Both teams got 27-point per-
formances from key players but the
Ralders blew away host Llvenia Ste-
vlcnsan Friday in Western Lakes ac-

Paul Wahrman had 27 points to go
along wlth 10 rcbounds for North
Farmington (3-0) while Rick Ander-
son supplied 12 polnts and 22 re-
bounds. The Raiders outscored the
Spartans 20-9 in the third quarter af-
ter they tralled 27-25 at the half,

“We adjusted to thelr box-and-one
zone,” sald North coach Tom
Negoshian. “They put one man on An-
derson and the other four played a
one.”

Eric Johnson also sank 27 palnts
for Stevenson, which mounted a rally
In the fourth quarter. The third quar-
ter, though, did the damage.

“We had a little Intensity break
down,” sald Stevenson ecoach Jim
Mclnlyre *“In the fourth quarter, wlth
out backs against the wall, we decid-
od to play hard,”

Johnson was 11 of 15 from the line.

HOLY ROSARY 62, ST. AGATHA
45: The Aggies couldn't deal with
Flint Holy Rosary's zone and lost in a
home game Frlday.

Redford St. Agatha {1-1) coughed
up the ball in the third quarter as vis.
iting Holy Rosary took advantage
and outscored the Aggics 13-4. Holy
Rosary led 33-29 at the hatf,

Harrison's Ken Gootgo avaded the presaure spplled by Franklin Io"
score 12 points. George alao dished out seven assists,

Ing with four minutes telt (n Garden"
City’s Northwest Suburban win Fri?'™
day over Dearborn Edsel Ford.

The Cougars (2-1) were down byn™,
five with four minutes left but*"
stormed back with llunnmwercd
points off the press.

Kevin Rich scored a game-high 16
polnts for Si. Agatha while Jim Kolt-
tel added 13, Rosary was led by Scot-
ty Fray, who tossed In 15,

GARDEN CITY 64, EDSEL FORD
59: The Cougars had thelr press roll-
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