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Mercy High School reacts to Dearborn park law §

By Cacoy Hans
s1o# writor

The movement of a Mercy High
School hollday dance from Dearborn’s
Fairlane Manor to the Southfield Hil-
ton last week was viewed by some as a
student-body polltical statement.

Schoal admlnlstration and one in-
volved student sald the statement was
one of “concera for student feelings.”

The decision ralsed “scorn on one
slde and praise on the other,” accord-
Ing to Mercy High School Associnte
Principat William Gervals. "We felt (¢t
was an issue of human dignity.”

‘The location mave and date change
{rom Dec. 22 to Dec. 23 was announced
1o the approximately 1,100-member
student body Wednesday morning, Dec.
11, The decislon followed scveral stu-
dent mectings, two involving 70-100

students, and one glving

from the NAACP, according to Ger-

vals. The NAACP representative was
b " in his p 1

tion, Gervals added.

THE DANCE was booked for the
Dearborn facility last March and a
$600 deposit of student-carned money
was pald with the contract, Gervais

“We felt it was an issue of human

dignity.”

— William Gervais

Associate Principal, Mercy High School,

Farmington Hills

had, been taken away from his daugh-
ter, a Mercy junlor who had planned to
attend the dance, but now cannot.

‘

“They have crammed a political sit-
uatlon down her throat,” he sald. "It is
now public knowledge the students
have chosen to boycott. They've made

Bebes called the student functlon an
“ellte dance,” which all junlors and
senlors “look forward to.”" Attendance
Is llmited to junlor and senlor studcnts.
Abowd expects the dance to be fllled to
capacity, which could Include 600 stu-
deats and dates,

She said many students “went out of

her part of this, and I don't belleve they « their way ta change thelr plans,” in or-

have the right.”

der 1o attend the dance,

sald, The school will not get
the money back.

School admlnlstrators made the final
declslon  based on  student input,
acccording to Gervais, “There was a
concern about some of the students
{celing uninvited,”

A “raclally-mlzed” student group at
Merey became concerned  severat
weeks ago {ollowlng passage of a Dear-
born ordinance prohibliing non-resi-
dcr:‘ls from using city parks, Gervals
said.

Groups such as the Michigan NAACP
ang ACLU view the ordinance as racist
and have ftled sult to overturn the ban,
Because of the sltuation, some students
“felt uncomfortable attending” (helr
function in Dearborn, he added.

Gorvals stressed the sltuatlon
“wasn't a race lssue” notlng therc
were while and black studenis taking
both stdes. Recent news reports of 200
enrolled black students at the school

Eagle site plans approved

Farmington school trustees volced
approval Dec. 2 for a new Eagle Ele-
mentary media center at 14 Mile
Middicbelt In West Bloomfteld Town-
shlp.

Work on the additlon west of the
gymnasium will begln “as soon as the
blds come back,” according to Jack
Lawlng, dlrcctor of adminstrative ser-
vices for the district.

Administrators are ulmlng‘ for a

a prototype of other media centers In
the district.
Declsions have not been completed
Y;

“MINOR BOUNDARY shifts" are
expected to affect [llled-to-capacity
schools such as Woodereek and Longa-
cre e committee's

exterior bullding 1
tion wlll be brought to the board as it
becomes available,

REVISED PLANS wcre reviewed by
board members at a commlttee meet-
Ing prior to the Dec. 3, board meeting.
Recommendation came to the board
vla and trustee

Sept. 1 date, but r
ly expect completion several months
into the 1986-87 school year, superin.
tendent Lew!s Schulman sald,

NEW PROJECT estimates were set
at $341,872 by Lawing for "total con-

structlon cost without furnlture,” Orig-

Inal plan estimates came In under
$300,000. Furniture and flxture costs
were estimated at approximately
$35,000 by Building and Site Comml{-
tee members,

The center will be funded with mon-
ey received from the sale of property
at 12 Mile and Drake to Little Cacsar's
International. Development is based on

James Abernathy. The board's decislon
was upanimous.

Prellminary plans were reviewed by
committee members one month ago.
Revislons Include adding 960 squarc
feet to the center.

Space In the new medla center al-
lows use of the former center for two
full classrooms, and possibly a third,
accordlng to Lawrence Freedman, as-
slstant superintendent for Instructlon.

This [s important, because addltlonal
students are expected to attend Eagle
next year, according to Informatlon
projected by the district’s boundary
study commlttee, he said.

Th
five-year boundary projectlons are ex-
pected to be released early ln 1988,
Freedman sald. "We have always given
people reasonable notice whenever
there Is any type of boundary change."

Orientation to the new schools is also
provided, he added.

Energy issues for the school addition
were stressed by Abernathy, who dls-
cussed potential ventilation problems
and questioned bullding materials.

Lawing said encrgy issues “bad been
discussed ot Iength, We're determined
to make this one (media center) bet-
ter.”

Mcdla center plans show a large,
central area, two conference rooms,
computer facillties, a gym office, a
reading room and much-needed audlov-
isual storage, About 50 aldes and teach.
ers wlll staff the center,

are “a little high,” he added.

“We reallzed we had a concern that
couldn’t be ignored,” according 1o Mer-
cy senlor Paula Abowd, a member of
the school's activitles commlttee,
which plans the annual dance. "It came
down to a compromise — both sides
had to glve a llttle.”

FARMINGTON HILLS resident and

Merey parent Ronald Bebes felt a right
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SALE ENDS 12-24-85

ALL CHRISTMAS
MERCHANDISE

ALL CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
ALL CHRISTMAS TREES

478-4155

The Caravan Arrives!
Revillon’s Annual

[ atea S Eirs o

Fur Sale.

" Revillon takes 20% to 50% OFf Regular Prices!

In Troy only, today through Tuesday, December 24th...

Because nothing //*
compares to a {§
Jacobson's fur...

shop here, for
hers. Make your
selection from our
collection of mink,
opossum, lynx and .
beaver In Jacket,

styles. Each. an 7
excellent choice |

glving.
importod furs kaboled 10
ihow country ot.onga’ /

Furs for her.

or full-length /

Revilion takes substantial reductions on their renowned luxury, quality, elegance.
And on Revillon's special luxury furs, find a full 50% off regular prices.
* Natural Ranch Mink jackets, regularly $3895 to 35995, now 33195 to 4750. .
* Natural Ranch Mink Coats, regularly %395 to 37995, now 33995 to $5995.
* Natural lunaraine Mink Jackets, regularly 33995, now $3195. )
* Natural Lunaraine Mink Coats, regularly 37995 now $5995.
® Natural Norwegian Blue Fox Jackets, regularly 32495, now $1995.
® Natural Canadian Coyole Jackets, regularly 33650, now 2500,
* Blush-dyed Norwegian fox Jackets, regularly 32495, now 31995,
From the luxury furs: '
® Natural Canadian lynx Coats, regularly $15000 now. $7500. .
® Natural Russian Sable Coats, regularly 372,506 now *36000 to 4§000.
in the Revillon Fur Salon, exclusively at Saks Fifth Avenue.
Not alf furs available in alt styles at all focations. All impoted furs labeled 10 show country of origin.

77

NOW OPEN EVENINGS

Jacobsons .

" Apparal Store, Bi

. . CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 8, '
L. . Shop Saturday urithl 8, . .




