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Michac! Douglas is adventurer Jack Colton and Kalh-
leen Turner is romance novelist Joan Wilder, who share
wild adventures [n “The Jewel of ihe Nile.”

8 the movies

4 Dan :
__Greenberg

‘Jewel of the Nile’
returns twosome
for more excitement

There Is a preity thin line between satirfe romance and ridicu-
tous tomfoolery, but producer-star Michaet Douglas and director
Lewls Teague have drawn it nicely in “Jewcl of the Nile” (PG).

The fllm is romantic, adventurous, entertalnlng and may even
prove to be onc of those rare sequels that outdoes the original,

If you remember “Romancing the Stone,” then the scene (s set,
World-renowned romantic novelist Joan Wilder (Kathlcen Turner)
and adventurer Jack Colton (Michael Douglas) have spent the past
slx montha crulsing the Mediterrancan aboard the Angelina,

For Jack and Joan, life Is one blg Medlterrancan party. Joan,
missing her New York study, however, Ls having problems with her
latest novel. Jack wants to sall for Grecee. They blcker,

U

LATER THAT day they go to a coektall party where Joan meets
the mysterious desert shelk, Omar (Spires Focas), who's rather lke
Khaddafi with charm. What more do you nced to set things rolling
aj! over the Middle East? /

And roll they do, as Omar engages Joan to wﬂle the atory of his
sweep to power, For Joan, this is an opportunity Lo break her
writer's block and do some “Important” journialism. For Jack, It's
just a slily Intcrruption of thelr crulse. Hereally wants to sail for
Greece, They quarrel but part amicably,” .

Just as Jack Is about to board his boat, the Angellna, he's greet-
ed by Ralph {Danny DeVito), who has spent the last slx months (na
Colomblan jai). Boy, i3 he ticked olf, He wants revenge and attacks
Jack, who Is saved by a wild knife thrower just as the Angelina
explodes.,

Got all that? Good, because that's just the beglnning.

The wlld knife thrower [s one of a band of Sufis (the Flying
Karamazov Brothers) who want Jack's help to save Joan from
danger she doesn’t yct know she's in, Jack’s help s atso needed to
recover the Jewel of the Nlle. That interests greedy Ralph, who
wants his share.

LITTLE DOES Ralph know that the Jewel of the Nite Is the Holy
Man, Al Jlhara (Avaer Elsenberg), whose presence and appraval
give any government credibllty. Naturatiy, Omar wants the fewel.

The complications are endless and t fun [n every respect.
Each preposterous sltuatlon leads {0 another more ocutlandish and
funnler than the Iast. But each has Just the right touch of believa-
billty.

Tl{e film's sccret iles in ita lighthearted attitude. Sinee the plot Is
totally incredible, they declded to play it for laughs. Jack and
Joan's adventures are as abyurd as her romance novels. Under-
playlng actlons and veactlons, white adding occaslonal tense
moments when Omar threatens, makes it work.

‘The principals strike just the right note, with Michael Douglas®
cye-rolilng and deadpan dlagust conveying the wearlness of a mid-
dle-aged husband trylng to cope with his flighty-flakey wife. Kath-
lecn Turner balances to perfection the shy, reclusive romance
writer emerging as a world-class blonde.

Al three supporting roles — Ralph, Omar and the Holy Man —
are terrific. DeVito's sardonlc wisceracking counterpoints Elsen-
berg's relaxed Holy Man, In the background is big, bad, blustery
Omar looking and playing it like a larger-than-life Omar Sharlf.
Eisenberg i3 a very funny man who probably was thinking how a
tallor would play Woody Allen in this role.

The film has no great philesophy nor any particular message,
Just enjoy.

upcoming
things to do

© ‘THE NUTCRACKER'

Northern Ballet Theater will present
the holiday classlc “The Nuicracker”
at B p.m, Saturday, Dec. 21, and 2 pm,
Sunday, Dec. 22, at Plymouth-Salem
High School Audltorium tn Plymouth.
The symphony, with condictor Fran-

“cesco Di Blasi, will accompany the
dancers of Northern Ballet Theatre un-
der the artlstle direction of Michelle
Wolfe. All scats are reserved. Tickets
are 3% for adults, $5 for children under
12 ycars of age and $5 for senlor clth-
2ens. Tickets are avatlable at Livonia

Clty Hall, 33000 Clvle Center Drive,
Livonla; Northern Ballet Theatre, 381
N. Maln, Plymoutb; and Village Sweets
'n’ Treats, 124 N. Center, Northville,
For more information, call 455-7970.

® AT HIGHKICKERS

Jerry Lee Lewls will perform Sun-
day, Dec. 22, at the Hlghklcker Saloon
in Pontiac. The rock star was originally
scheduled to appear Sunday, Dec. 1.
Other performers slated to entertaln in
the serfcs of WCZI-hosted concerts at
the saloon Include Steve Wariner/John-

12cip s ring in the New Year
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‘Midnight Magic’
on New Years Eve,
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NORTHFIELD HILTON

5500 Cruoks

Call for resetvation todayt B7'-2100

ok (s 1:30um

Spaal Ala C

ny Lee, Jan. 12; Tammy Wynette, Feb.
23 and John Anderson/the Whites,
March 23, Tickets are avallable by
calling 334-5550.

® UGLY '‘BALLERINAS’

Billed as the world's ugliest and fun-
nlest “ballerinas” are the dancers of
Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo, the

all-male ballet company satlrizing
classleal ballet and modern dance Inno-
vatlons. The troupe will play fts soy-

enth engagement Saturday, Dee. 24, -

through Tuesday, Dec. 31, at the Muslc
Hall Center (o Detrolt, Tickets at $18-
$14 may be purchased by calling ke
Muslc Halt box olfice at 963-7600
Tickets also are avallable at all Hud-
son’s and Ticket World outlets,
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@ 75, Teoy. M1

* Newly remodeled room
¢ Champagne, cheese &
frult basket in room

* Hors d'ocuvres in the CACHE
* Full course dinner in the CACHE

ONLY
$165/ceL

HEATED
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Lobster stuffed w/ shrimp
* Four drinks per person

NEW YEAR'S DAY .

* Late check out at 3:00PM
@

SARXDIE

ENJOY A NEW YEARS EXTRAVAGANZA PAC

Cholce of Tenderloin of Beef,

. Paray favors, donclrynlll
2:30AM In the QU N
* Champagne toast at midnight

» Continental breakfast "Il noon .

ADVANCE PAYMENT 1S NECESSARY — -
RESERVATIONS A MUST 355.2929

OTEL

28225 Telearaph (Just 5. of 12 Mile) Southfleld-
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Benchmark

16400 J.L. Hudson Drive, Southfield, Mickigan, 559-6500

Kimono Qriental Spa
QRAND OPINING
ALL ORIENTAL STAFF

+SAUNA
»SHOWER
<JACUZZE

24443 Telegraph Rd, * Southlield M1, 45075 ¢ 354-1021
(Souths of 10 Mibe Acroes frout MecDoaald's)

*MASSAGE
* WHIRLPOOL
«STEAM ROOM

Of Wost Bloomfisld
330‘0 HDRTHWEE’TERN_NWY.gl
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LUNCH OR DINNER w/
Purchase of another entree
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Curaer e, 866-2880

Christmas To Go

i

From The Troy Hilton

This Christmas, let the Troy Hilfon prepare your holiday feast. | | RATA S
F%, . Select any of the following entrees and pick it up at your - e B P

" select time, fully cooked and ready to serve! Farminton il
N 553-2893-

#1TURKEY | [#2PRIMERIB| [#3 %2 . | [ #4BAKED | § | REAtrorentat:
_TO-GO TO-GO - | | PRIMERIB | |[HAMTO-GO | § | ™ emeiuia ™
Cataihontuenig 20228 Prime Rid . TO-GO 120b Saked Bonen Ham 356-7310 "
. GreenBean GeeenBean Casserole oty c,”"'“?,,,‘f:,’gm [ Mondar-Batwdey 10-2 AM.
: g S romsasnsuce - | | Gumioatiiade - :
evmemseden S $3895 .'$175.. 90 *65 HELP KNOCK OUT
. iy Serves 810 / s«vu’ww . Sercs 0 . Serves 10-12 "BIRTH DEFECTS.
All orders must be placed & prepaid bYEﬁday, Dec. 20+ For MoreInformation Call 583-9000 K e e

 The Haymarket Restaurant will alsg be serving Christmas Brunch, 10a.m.~3 p.m.
_ : . i .+ 4 -~ " Reservations Recommended
Troy, Michigan 48084 583-9000

Danny DeVilo Is back again as & woulkd-be master crimi-
nal in the sequél to “Romancing the Stone.”
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