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Only a few holiday gift packages stand out

Last column featurcd of

affordable wine gifts appropriate to
the holiday season and carried the
promise that this onc would report on
fancy, seasonal glft packages.

But a funny thing happened on the
way to the column.

Over the Inst several days, I bave
surveyed the avallable gift assort-
ments, both those prepared commer-
cially and those hand-assembled In lo-
cal wine stores (a blg bustness around
here Indeed), duly traveling from store
1o store.

As glfts for persons who are truly in-
terested In finc wines they, as a whole,
were most disappointing.

Some are pretty glitzy, combining
food, spirits and “wine, all done up
rather attractively. But in general they
are populated by stower-moving ltems,
outdated wines of questionable merlt
and are rather expensive for the quali-
ty they afford.

Of course, that's merchandising and
it has Its place in our world.

However, both kinds of gift pack
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So that this column does not evolve
into onc contrary to the spirit of the
scason, those exceptions where they
represent good value are reported.
Thelr limlted number makes this a less
bountiful report than T had origlnally
anticlpated It would be.

THE JOINT owners of Sterling Vine-
yard and the Monterey Vineyard have
come up with attractive, iwo-battle
packages that cach contaln previously
unissued wines, all of them of high
quality and at prices no greater than If
the battles were purchased separately.

With the first, there is a 1981 Caber-

Blane, the latter a wine much too hard
to find these days. The pair Is $13.

More attractively packaged, In im-
printed wooden cases, are two scts
from Inglenook, The smaller of them
contains a bottle of 1981 Zinfande! and
its 1984 lssuc of Sauvignon Blanc. The
targer box, a hali case, boasts three
bottles of the same 198t Zinfandel and
three bottles of 1983 Chardonnay.

Priced at $14 and $40 respectlvely,
both cost less than the bottle-atone
price would be. The fine wooden cases
make thls appear a most clegant cholce
of gifts.

The more Ingenicus reciplents of
these will doubtless flnd many uses for
them. To market these, the Inglenook
people arc making qulte a bold step;
those boxes do not come without con-
siderable cost to the marketing people.
Most impressive!

Mouton-Cadet offers a three-battle,
boxed set, two bottles of Its fine red
(1983} and one of its blanc (1984), Al-
ways dependable wines, this i3 an at-
tractive coll

are usually to be avolded, with a few
notable exceptions.

net S: g and a 1983
Blane for $23. The Monterey Issue has
thelr 1983 Chardonnay and 1984 Pinot

Also from France, lhe;’c Is a delight-
fu) box that has a bottle of cstimable

Gratien Brut sparkling wine, flanked
on either side by an imprinted Cham.
pagne glass. Anyone should be thor.
oughly cheered to receive anything by
Gratlen, makers of fine sparkling
wines, and the glasses are attractive
and serviceable. At $14, you are paying
a couple of dollars for cach of the
glasses: reasonable.

AND, WIILE dealing with the Gra-
tien name, mention should also be

about what the wines would cost sepa-
rately, and this is the only way to get
the {lrst of them. That 13, their Merlot,
never previously relcased.

Accompanying this are a reserve
Chardonnay, Pinot Nolr and Cabernet
Sauvignon.

AL $70, 1t Is no small {nvestment in
the pl=asure of somcone else, but Bue-
na Vista has been making such excel-
Ient wines of late under the guldance of
winemaker JII Davis that it Is hard not

to recommend this as a Best Buy.

For the true wine-orlented peeson,
avold the tins of unimaglnative Bolta
wines, the Pau) Masson sparkling wine,
with two glasses at $15.00 and, espe-
cially the store-made packages.

Eschew (don't use that one often) the
glitter for the substance. If the single,
premium bottle won't serve your style,
at Jeast be selectlve. This is no tme of
the year to part with precious dollars
frivolously.

made of a release 1 have not seen in the
pasi. the true Champagae (Epernay} of
Allred Graticn. Not In a gift box, it
would 5till make a fine prescntation. At
only $20 for the Real Thing, it would be
a {ine cholce for someone who appreci-
ates those fine bubbles from the
Matherland.

TOWT

A final unqualiticd domestlc recom-
mendalion is the most expensive of alt,
but such a choice!

Buena Vista Vineyards of Sonoma
has assembled four of its reserve wines
in a carion and sells the whole thing for
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table talk

Contest winner

Kimberly Thomas of the Machus
Red Fox in Blrmingham won fourth
place for her creation called the Foxi-
cle, In the contest for non-alcoholic
hollday drinks sponsored by AAA
Michigan,

She Is one of two Birmingham bar-
tenders whose recipes for "cocktalis”
are among those Included in the
Great Pretenders Party Gulde, The
booklet is available free at AAA
Michigan's 60 offices statewlde.

Fred Saputo of the Birmingham

Country Club offers his recipe for a
drink he named Almonds Jubilee,

This year for the first time the con-
test also was open to non-bartenders.
Shirley Bravomalo of Troy, a hon-
professlonal bartender, was a finalist
with Pink Elephant Fizz. Peter Salina
of Mio, who wrltes for the Observer &
Eccentric  Newspapers, made the
finals with Nun-Rum Boogje.

Sweet home

Duane Christ from the Baker's Loaf

in Southtleld recclved honorable men-
tion in the first annual Glngerdread
House Competition, open to arca
chefs, for the recent Festlval of Trees
at Cobo Hall in Detrojt, His entry was
“Home Sweet Home.”

Honored for decorating a festival
tree were Linda Bruce and Laure
Burt of the Curiosity Shoppe in
Franklin for thelr entry, “To Grand-
mother’s House,” which received the
“Holiday Christmas” Award. The
“Best of Festival” Award went to
Harold and Bruce of Breathe of
Spring Florists In Birmingham for

JOIN SANTA FOR

“Brealhe of Spring Fantasy.”

Holiday menu

Chef Doug Greteh will offer hls ex-
tensive dinner menu, rather than his
luncheon mepu, 1-5 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 23, at Restaurant Duglass in
Southficld. The award-winning MIl-
ford Choir will sing for the diners.
Afterward, the Wilbert Peagler Quar-
tet will provide music for casy llsten-
ing and ballreom dancing. For reser.
vations, call 424.9244.
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Although imnitly
mare cxpensive,
tluoeescent bulbe
are cheapes to
oparate than normal
incandescent bulbs
and they 1ast up w
160 umes longer,
Fluorescents also
give off conyiderably
less hear,
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Wednesday, December 25

Patlo Fumiture and Luggae
7350 Highland Rd. {M-59) at Williams Lake Rd.
4% Miles Weat of Telegraph

and butter and dessel

Please call our ¢

644-1400 ex

666-2880
" RTN,
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Meet SantausMrs. Claus

December 21st
12 noon-5 p.m.

Iree picture 1aken with Santa (or children under 4. We'll be serving up smiles
will our extravagant FHoliday Buffet in a Winter Wonderland Setting.
From 10:00 am 1o 6:00 pm.

Cream of Mushroom Sonp. Nonfifickt Satad Bae including Waldorf Salad, Fasta
Premavera, Cucumber Salad, Iatato Salad, Fresh Fruit Mitrors, Crudite’ and Dip.
Mixed Greens with over 20 toppings and four dressings. Fresh Baked Lreads, Mufs
fins, and Biscuits with asorted Feuit Buaters. Roast Spring Leg of Lamb with Tastagon.
Mint Sauce, Roast Beef and Glazed Ham catved by our chefs, Breast of Duckling in
Orange-Walsui Sauce, Sauiced Breast of Chichen In Sauce Crevelte, and Baked Cod
Almondine. Rice Pilaf, Brocolll Au Gratin, Baby Belgian Casrots, and Scsame Red-
skin Polatocs. Smoked Satmon and Sable, garni.

Assorted Cookies, Brawnles, Motsses, Triffles, Pastrics, Pudding and Custards, Tortes.
Egg Nog, AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

Adults $12.95 / Children $7.95

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. @ 1-75, Troy, MI 879-2100

« 15% OFF MUSICAL .
SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS
* FULL STOCK OF MUSICAL

CHRISTMAS CARDS & S
» UNIQUE NEW CHRAISTMAS IDEAS

Ono of the Nation'a Largest Selections

GIFT:

Amserican
Red Crossd
Blood Services
- Southeastern |

Michigan
Reglon

HelpusringintheNew Year  Package It $15.00 person), Ball.
and yow'llenjoy u gata evenlng  room, Hot Hors D'Gey oes, Cash Bars,
of fun and magle momens Live Entettninment, Hats, Notsemak

ery.
otf wit Backege 1:$20.95 - BlstroM.
sckage 11 317,05 < 3798,

A night to rrmemberllf Benchmark, Limited Dinner Menu.
Calland askaboutour "Stay  Red t Lounge: $15.00 (per
Over Night" invitation. Don't ). Champagne Toast, Hats,
drive home after the party, ml.u:makm
"r?m(j the night wlé};-“;%'le ,
offeting generous unts
on réom rates. /&{' 2 d v
Don'tmiss this excidng oA GIN TR
evening with us, . MICHIGAN INN
16400 J.L. Hudson Drive
Southfield, M1
Call for reservations. 5596500

of Sheet Muslic & Books

3715 N. Woodward Ave.

Royal Oak, Michigan 48072
(313) 549-49422
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CHRISTMAS EVE!

Kingsley Inn offers carry out service for your
Christmas Eve dinner. Choose either a Whole
Roasted Turkey or a Boned Prime Rib of Beef
as the entree. Each offering is accompanied
by a complementing potato, vegetable, rolls

placed by Friday, December 20, noon.

Kingaley Iun

Dining room open Christmas Eve for dinner,
closed Christmas Day.

rt. Orders must be

atering office
t. 501, 502
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Sparkling Hollday:

One night for two

Sossy's Dinner Buffet
{excluding: cocktails)

Dancing In Sassy's at
9:00 p.m. {(cash bar}

Complimentary Champagne
toast at Midnight

$125.00
- ber couple

Phone: (313

Holiday Inn of Southfleld

26555 Telegraph
Southfleld, Michigan 48034

Advance
Reservations
Only -

Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Full payment due
December 23, 1985,

) 353.7700

$

Tell them to openiit
Christmas Eve.

Héage

Cream

4 pevol, Hirem Walker Incorporased, Farmington Hills, MY ©I385
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