CIF)

O&LE _Monday, Docombor 23, 3085

By Joanno Whittaker
stat writer

FATFIRST. . .

Theodore J, Mosa Jr., a natlve
New Yorker, wasn't surc that he
really wanted to call Detrolt
home when'he came here a decade ago
10 construct subdivisions in Oakland
County. Instcad, he commuted between
New York and Detroit while conduct-

Ing business,

Now Moss is a Bloom!leld Hills resl-
dent; he swears that the reclamation of
the Detrolt riverfront is the most exclt-
ing project anyonc could possibly be
partof,

Moss Is president of Rlver Place
Propertles, Ine., the huge, $200 milllon
Stroh famlly-backed transformation of
the old Parke Davls Company head-
quarters and surrounding industrial
properiles Into a sophlsticated offlce,

and retall on
the Detroit River.

He smiles when he recalls that just a
decade ago, at the height of the reces-
slon, he was facing foreciosure on loans
he had made to develop subdvisions Jn
Southfield.

That transaction with New York's
Mellon Bank, he says, resulted In Mel-
lon hirlog him to open its fIrst real es-
tate offlce here and subsequently be-
coming invalved with River Place.
Within 12 months of the Stroh family

asking for a construction loan to reno-
vate the property’s south bullding into
its brewery headquarters, the River
Place people, made vp of a number of
Stroh famlly members, returned to dis-
cuss thelr plan. As Mellon’s man-on-
the-spot Moss was soon appolnted to
the project.

RIVER PLACE Is a complex of nine
red brick buildings, the first bullt In
1873, sltuated on a 30-acre tract bor-
derlng the Detrolt Rlver, that ks belng
renovated and restored under tho di-
rection of award-winnlng architect
James Stewart Polshek. A preserva.
tionlst, Polshek’s other work includes
the restoration of Carncgle Hall,

Says Moss, Peter Stroh wasn't too
excited about acqulring the entire 30
acres with the purchase. But when told
by Warner Lambert, owners of the
property, that he couldn't buy the one
bullding the brewery wanted for its
headquarters wlthout taking the entlre
package, Stroh acqulesced, then began
thinking about what he would do with
the rest of the acreage.

The result, says Moss, is River Place,
which he belicves will be the catalyst
for the restoratlon and redevelopment
of the entlre wateriront from the Am-
bassador Bridge to Belle Isle Bridge.

Instead of aging, dilapidated foun-
derys, machine shops, dle works and
warchouses, Mess sees the entire area
teeming with activty as Detroiters

ey

around Farmington

mave about In an Integrated residen-
tial, office and retall environment that
the Stroh family's vislon and Polshek's
prescrvationist inclination have gener-
ated.:

Although the renovatlons have
moved wlth amazlng smocthness thus
far, Moss says therc have been prob-
lems caused by the very nature of the
plan itself,

Polshek’s preservationlst deslgns
called for retalning the antique brick
exteriors while turning the Interiors
into state-of-the-art accommodations
{or busincss and residential living, The
problem, he says, Is that passers-by ha-
ven't had access (o the interfors ta sce
the wonders that Polshek has wrought.
They think, he says, that they are still
old buildings.

Thus far, work Is being completed in
a large maln bujlding designed by ar-
chitect Albert Kahn. When completed
by the end of the year, he says optimis.
tically, the 300 Building will offer the
publlc a panoramte view upward from
the floor of twin-towcr atria, The build-
Ing s already ha)f filled with Stroh

of the bullding scheduled for occupance
In the next year. By late spring or early
summer, he says, he expeets that the
lower tevel wiil house a varicty of spe-
clelty and gourmet restaurants, possi-
bly some boutlques and shops devoted
to upscale merchandlse.

ALSQ ON the drawlng boards, he
says, i3 a parking structure topped by
due to be in

ue to
1987, and Lwo reslidentlal projects con-
tainlng 275 unlts, duc by the end of

1986. And, for those of us who have

mourned for a clock to meet under
since the demise of Kern's department
store on Woodward Avenue, Polshek
has designed a tall clock bullt of metal
siruts (o anchor the bulldings, malls,
promenades and ahops.

Moss, who joined the project In
March, says his fob Is to get the com-
plex up and running, the work complet-
ed and the spaces I L To get mo-
mentum going, he explains.

His greatest challenges, he says, are
1o bring the other parcels of land sur-
rounding River Place into the plan to
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New toys needed

The Greater Detroit Assoclatlon of
Life Underwriters and the U.S, Marlne
Corps have teamed up for this year's
collection and distribution of “Toys for
Tots."

The underwriters are col

tall of men to pick and dellver the toys.

Persons wishlng to contribute toys
will find the boxes In American United,
24901 Northwestern Highway, Suite
213-¢; Connectlcut Mutual, 3000 Town
Center, E Financlal

and collecting new toys for children n
need. The Marines have supplied the
well-marked and appropriately deco-

© ONE WOMAN SHOWS

Monday, Dec. 23: Bette Noreen ex-
hibits her work {n a one-woman show In
Farmington Hills Branch Library and
Gladls McMlllen has a one-woman
show In Farmington Branch Library.
Both remain through Dec, 31.

® GED PREPARATION

Monday, Dec. 23: Registratlons are
taken now for persons wishing to pre-
pare to take their GED (General Edu-
cation Diploma) test from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 pm. In Ten Mlle Community
School, 32789 10 Mile. Classes begin the
week of Jan. 27. For Informatlon, cail
the school, 474-5233.

@ POTTERY SALE

Monday, Dec. 23; Winter sale of pot-
tery ereated by Birmingham-Bloom.
field Art Association (BBAA) students

Inn staff
spreads cheer

The staff of Farmington Hills Holi-
day Inn will be spreading Christmas
cheer via a visit to children who tlve in
Our Lady of Providence Home, at Five
Mile and Beck Road In Northville this
week. Thelr gift is a glant glft-filled
stocking that wlll be delivered by Santa
Claus and distributed by his helpers to
the 96 handicapped who live In the
home.
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and faculty from 10 am. to § p.m. in
the BBAA building, 1516 S, Cranbrook
Road, Blrmingham.

® PALS

Monday, Dec. 23: Appointments are
being taken for the screenlng of poten.
tlally bright 4-year-olds cliglble for
PALS, an enrichment program that be-
glns Jan. 10 In Falrview Early Chlid-
hood Center. Appointments are made
by ealling the schoo), 626-8335,

@ NEW YEAR'S EVE OVER-
NIGHT

Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 31 to
Jan, 1: New Year's Eve overnlght party
for 5-13-year-olds In Mercy Center, 11
Mile east of Middlcbelt. Fec Ls $20; $17
{or cach additlonal child In the famlly,
Registrations taken by calling the cen-
{cr, 476.8010,

© NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY

Tuesday, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve
dinner dance sponsored by Groves-
Walker American Leaglon, from 7 p.m.
to 2 a.m. In the post home, 31775 Grand
Rlver. Tickets are $45 per couple. Res-
ervatlons made by calling the post,
478-9174 afier 2 p.m.

© ADVENTURE QAMES

Thursday, Jan. 2: Persens interested
in role-playing adventure games are in-
vited to joln the gamers 6-9 p.m. the
first and third Thursdays of cvery
month In Farmington Branch Library,
23500 Liberty. Beginners are wel.
cemed. No charge,

rated boxes and a speclal de-

Services, 30300 Telegraph, Birming-
ham; Northwestern Mutual, 17570 12
Mile, Southfteld; and Sun Life, 20300 12
Mlle, Southficld.
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ALL CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
ALL CHRISTMAS TREES

ALL C. PIC]
CHRISTMAS STITCHERY KITS
CHRISTMAS WOOD PIECES
STUFFED TEDDY BEARS,

CHRISTMAS RIBBON
CHRISTMAS PAINTING BOOKS

478-4155
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The Perfect Stacking Stuffer
For'Any Age!

Gift Certificates for

The Detroit Skating Club

Skatlng Lesson .
15 - *35

Cackages
-
-~ DETROIT SKATING CLUB .
888 DENISON COURT
Bloomfield Hills, MI
For more information - 332-7433

Aging waterfront gets a fresh lease on life

and to see that they are compatible
with what the Stroh famlly (s trylng to
achleve.

And, he adds, to bring suburban De-
troiters downtown to the riverfront to
sce the marvelous thing that is happen.
ing.

Another of his

]

but a separate project undertaken by

of the fourth of
the Stroh family. Peter Stroh’s name
appears nowhere on the organizatlonal
chart, he says, although the brewery
head I3 deflnitely Intereated in the
profect as was a prime figure In the

he says, Is
helping the public understand that Rly-
er Place Is not a brewery enterprise,

Son joins father _,
for candle-light -

Chalring the project, says Moas, is
Stroh's cousin John Stroh Jr.

services at Peace

On Christmas Eve, Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, on the corner of 12
Mile and New Market roads, cast of
Farmlngton Road, will conduct two
candle light Services, at 7:30 and 11
pm.

This annuat Service of Lights will in-
clude a distribution of candles to all in
attendance. Its princlpal objectlve is to
commemorate God's glft of light in the
person of Jesus Christ.

The Rev, T. Richard Marcis Sr., pas-
tor of the congregatlon, wlll be asslsted
by hls son, Semlnarian Thomas R.
Mareis Jr., presently completing his fl-
nal year of studles at Concordla Semi-
nary, St. Louls, Mo. He recently re
turned to the seminary, having com-
pleted a year’s Internship (Vicarage) at
Trinlty Lutheran Church In Reese,
north of Frankenmuth.

In addition to the singlng of several

famillar Christmas hymns and carols be:

by the congregation, the senlor cholr of

the church, under the directlon of
Charalette Eberhard, minister of mu-
sle, will present severat anthems at
7:30 p.m. worship. At the 11 p.m. ser-
vice, Don Hart, a noted sololst In the
greater Detrolt area, will lead the con-
gregation in song.

The Service of Lights wlll conclude
with the traditlonat candlelighting cee-
emony durlng the singing of “Siteqt
Nlght” and the closing prayer. -

Durlng thls Vigll, various events.of
the past year will be reflected upon. 15~
cluded among them will be the cond!-
tion of the hostages still belng held cap-
tlve in Lebanon and the famllles of the
248 service personnel who lost their
lives In Gandor, Newfoundland a short
ttme ago.

Area resldents are welcome and are
Invited to joln tn and partlelpate. Luml.
narics, adorning the entrance way to
the church, will be stationed by mem-
rs of the congregations™ Youth
Group,
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‘ALL YOU CAN EAT
MONDAY and TUESDAY

served with Kelly’s speclally
prepared Caesar Salad and

Compllment your meal with o
selection from our extenslye wine
list or choose from one of our 54
international beers
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DEARB!
14000 MIDDLEBELT ROAD 17000 HUBBARD DRIVE

KELLY'S
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from 4:00-7:00 P.M.
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Substantia] Savings
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A Kelly-Reeves Co. Inc.
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