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Library eyes new electronic law library

By Joanne Maltszowski
stalf writer

By the first week In January, the
Farmington Community Library will
replace Its existing electronic law li-
brary with a system providing more
for less money,

Library officials have canceled the
West Law computerized legal informa-
tion services and replaced it wlih Lexls
— a similar system offering more in-
formatlon services for a 20-percent re-
duction In cost.

“We are going to realize some sav-
Ings from this," said Library Dircctor
Beverly Papal.

In use in the lbrary system since
1983, West Law charges a monthly sub-
scription fee of approximately $520.

- Lexls, which comes with an additlonal

service called Nexls — offering com-
puterized full-text publicatlons, such as
newspapers and wire services — wlll
charge approximately $100 a month,
Papai sald.

“When the decl-
sion was made to
8o to West Law, it
was correct,” Pa-
pai sald. *It was
based on the fdea [}
that the legal pro- §
fession has tof
have an encrmous §
amount of re-
search in conduct- p
ing th'Jr" regular Boverly Papal

uslness. library chiof

BUT AS it turned out, usage wasn't
as high as expected. “Iam not Implying
that It was never used. There were Just
months when we just made our mini-
mum usage. Lexis/Nexls requires no
minlnum usage,” Papai said.

the Ldea is to simply recover the cost of
paying for the services, “We are on
cost-recovery basls,” sald Gerald Furi,
assistant library divector.

When the library first began using
West Law, the ldea was to teach attor-
neys how o use the computerized
scarch system themselves. The elec-
tronic system allows attorneys to
quickly search thc computer's data
base for legal Information, including
declsions, laws and even judges' and at-
torneys’ names. Library staff has
tralned 92 attorneys to be “end users.”

“They search for themselves rather
than have library staff search for
them," Papal sald.

BUT WHAT happened is that unless
the attorneys used the system consist-
ently and thelr tralalng,

Unlike the Jbrary’s other -
ized scarch systems, the Jegal data
base sysiem has to be subsidized, Papal
said. "Every other data base we offer
is self-supporitng,” she sajd.

Although [lbrary officials do not set
thelr sights on making a profit from
the computerized Informatien services,

they became Jess adept at using It. The
longer It took an atiorney to use, the
higher the cost for the attorney to re-
trleve needed Information, Furi sald.
West Law currently charges $2.50 a
minute to use the Informatlon systern.
With Lexls/Nexis, attorneys will pay

$9-$18 for a basic information search.
If the first Informatlon search needs
medifying, the attorney will have to
pay an additlona) $3, Papal sald.

"It Is expenslve. There is no two
ways about It. But people who use It,
find it a godsend," Furi sald, about the
clecironie Informatlon systems.

memory to find similar cases — a
search can be completed within min-
utes.

“A MANUAL scarch (for rescarch ln-
formation) can take 10 imes as long.”
Furl said. “And time i3 money. It {In-
formation service) Is a tool, It cuts out
y work. Once a successiul

Although the t i of
the Lex{s/Nexls system is attractive to
library officlals, the new system also Is
larger than West Law. Lexis offers a
federal law Mlbrary, tax and securities

patents, trade r
all state and federal case law, as well
as International trade law and Eurepe-
an law. Lexis can also asslst attorneys
In finding expert wltnesses, as well as
how ceriain judges have ruled on cases
and attorneys' track records.

‘Traditlonally, atiorneys or their law
clerks spend hours slfting through case
law for legal decislons and [ssues per-
taining to their current cases. The elec-
tronic Informatlon systems do the
same thing but much qulcker. After
plugging in associated elements — key
words that jolt the computer’s legal
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datx base scarch is run and a person
sees the capabllity of the services,
they're sold on it.”

Nexls ofiers full texts of more than
100 journals and newspapers, Enclud-
Ing, wlre services, mining and petrole-
um, and advertlsing and marketing
publleations. “What's important ls that
tuls Informatlon Is extremely vlable

ause businesses In this area are get-
ting Into the import/export buslness,”
Furl said.

While the effort with West Law was
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to train atiorneys to use the syslem
themselves, library officlals are taking
a different tack with Lexis/Nexis, Pa.
pal sald.

Library staff will do the information
scarches on Lexis/Nexis. Not only will
It be Jess time consuming, but a lot of
the “mind-set” problems people have
In using computers wlll be reduced 1f
they don’t have to slt and flgure out the
process, Furl said.

“A SPINOFF of offering these data
bases is that [t adds to the competency
and experience of the librarians,” Pa.
pal said.

Because many people stll) think of a
Mbrary in the traditional sense ~ books
and othey print materials — Jibrary of.
flcials have been marketlng computer-
tzed servlces, partleularly to the focal
business and professlonal community,
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finanelal contributions
for a project still without
concrete plans, and that
the influx of private mon-
ey could foster rapld de-
velopment of the acre-
age. There is also' a con-
cern that Spleer property
contributions eould de-
erease moncy glven to
the adjacent Farmington
Community Center.

Farmington' Hills
bought the Spleer proper-
ty — the largest tract of
publicly held land in the
city ~ In April with the
help of a $1.2 milllon
grant from the Michlgan .
Land Trust Fund. A total .
of $800,000 in city money
was spent.
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