OCC ‘job conflict’ probe fizzles

Board chairman Reynolds says she’ll keep her foundation job

By Tarl Banas
stalt writer

A state probe [nto a potentinl conflict of intercat
by Oakland Community College board Chalrman Su-
zanne Reynclds appears to have stalled.

Reynolds maintalns she wili forfclt neither of her
positions — unpald elected trustee and salaried
staffer for the OCC Foundation.

A spokesman for state Sen. Rudy Nichols zald last
week that his office won't pursue attempts to force
Reynolds to sicp down from one job or the other.

Earlier this year Nichols, R-Waterford, had re-
quesied the state attorney general's opinion which
held that state law prevents a trustee from recely-

Ing direct compensatlon from college work, Rey-
nolds Is pald $7,475 a year by the foundatlon,

“IF THE attorncy general i3 not golng to pursue
it, then we won't either,” said Nichols' aide, BIll Car-
£o. “But I think it's a clear confllct of interest be-
cause you're rot supposed to benefit from your in-
volvement in the community college.”

Accbrding to Cargoe, Reynolds ralsed only a “minl-
mal” amount of funds for the college slnce the direc-
torshlp was started In 1981,

Since 1982, the college contributed $21,000 a year
toward the foundatlon, without which he sald the
*“foundation wouldn't exist. The foundatlon didn’t

State death toll down;
seat-belt law lauded

Traffic accidents in Michigan killed 47 fewer ve-
hicle occupanis In the first five months of the state's
safely-belt use law compared with the same period
in 1984, according to Michigan State Pollce, Thls
occurred despite 2 moderate Increase tn November
fatalities.

Where safety belts were avallable to occupants,

people died in traffic accldents in November
comparcd with 87 deaths in November 1084,

State Police noted that a rash of multiple-fatality
collisions and an extra weckend in November 1985
accounied in part for the higher toll. Three multiple-
fatality crashes claimed 15 llves In one November
weekend,

“GIVEN THE of

ways s(l;ce thie safety-belt use law went Into effect,”
e a 3

“The safety-belt use law is saving llves in Mechl-
gan," sald Thomas O. Reel, executive secretary of
the Michlgan Coalitlon for Safety Belt Use, “Of
course, we would like to see continued monthly re-
ductions, but we feel that the Mt of Inmllues in
November would have been even longer were it not
for safety belts.”

THE MICHIGAN Coalition for Safety Belt Use, a
non-profit erganlzation based in Lansing, is an atll-
ance of ):enllh and medlml assoclations, safety and

or
!mlc ngenclu. nnd prlvate organizations dedlcated
hi

this past November, along wluz the fact that the
number of automoblle accidents are up substantial
ly from 1984, it's clear that safety belts are prevent-
ing deaths and serious injury,” sald Capt. Kenneth
Casperson, commanding offlcer of the traffic sere

vices division,
“November's Increase doesn't reflect the overnli
Jrend of on 8 high-

¢ use of safety bells as a means of
uvlng Ilvcs on Michigan highways.

In addition to Michlgan, 15 other siates have
passed safety-belt use laws, These Include: Callfor-
nia, Connecilcut, Hawail, Iinols, Loulstana, Massa-
chusem l\iissourl Nebrnska. New Jcrscy, New
!l\‘lcxlca New York, North Carollna, Oklahoma and

exas.

Gas rate
approved

Consumers Power Co,
said economle develop-
ment  in  Michigan
recclved a  significant
boost from the Michlgan
Publle Service Commis-
sion {PSC).

The PSC approved a
new Incentive rate for [n-
dustrial natural gas cus-
tomers. It is designed to
attract new buslnesses to
Michlgan and encourage
existing firms to expand
thelr operatlons,

“We appreciate the
commission’s response to
our request and lts recog-
nition of the new rate's

O,
“,
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ralse enangh money to offset the money the college
provided.”

Though Reynolds admitted fund-ralsing has beeq
tough going, she dlsputes the clalm that college
money directly pays her salary as foundailon direc-
tory She earlier criticlzed the attorney gencral's re-
search Into the oplnlon as “tacky” and hes prepared
her own rehuttal to it

According to Reynolds, her salary continues to be
pald !rom a private grant from the Amcrican Foun-
dation. a $60,000 it vms
tapped ovcr the years for other purposes such
school studles, {ncluding one feasibility study thn(
cosé:& ,000. Today the fund is worth zbout $45,000.

e people say it takes five to seven years to,

start up a foundation,” she sajd.

THOUGH contributions may have been small 2o
far — sho couldn't detall the exact amount last
week — she was busy in her fund-raising job. Work-
ing at least 15 hours a week, Reynolds says she
formed an alumni assoctation and a *Friends of
OCC" group, which she said are essentlal to any col-
lege fund-ralsing actlvity.

Last year the foundation began Issuing scholar-
ships. One for $150 was directed to four campuses. A
$300 scholarship was donated in the memory of
Prealdent Joe Hill, who died In office in 1978,

Asslstant Attorney General Gerald Young aaid no
decislon has been made yet on the Reynolds' case,
“but we are keeping track of It.

*“(in general) we write many, many npinlon: that
oren't always followed up with a lawsult. We're
looking at the sltuatlon, kccplng track of it through
the Department of Education.”
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State House OKs =
2 ‘divestment’ bills.

Nearly everyono agreed South Af-
rlea’s apartheld pollcles are abhor-
rent. -

But In a hard debate, the state
House of -Represcntatives split
sharply over whether selling pensjon
fund investments in companles
which do business there will thange
the country'a raclal polleles. -

In the middle was Rep. W. V.
Brotherton, R-Farmington. He voted
against a blll to divest the state’s
general penslon fund of such stocks,
But he voted In favor of a bill requlr-
ing divestiture of the Legislature’s
own pension fund,

th bllls — sponsored by Rep.
Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor — were
passed and sent to the Senate, where
they awalt an uncertaln fate.

HE GENERAL pension fund
divestment blll {House BUI 4710) way
87-39,

It had support from eight area rep-
resentatives:  Democrals  Justine
Barns of Westland, John Bennett of
Redford, Maxine Berman of South-
field, william Kelth of Garden Clty
and James Koateva of Canton; and
Republicans Lyn Bankes of Livonia,

David Honigman of Weat BloomSicld,
und Gerald Law of Plymouth.
Opposed were flve Repub)
Bmmcnan. Mat Dunasklss of Lukt™
Orion, Gregory Gruse of Madison
Helghts, Judith Miller of Birming-
bam and Gordon Sparks ef Tmy .

THE LEGISLATIVE nsl
bill (HB 4771) salled lhrough 11-36
with the same linewp of votes except
for Brotherton's switch.

Sparks joined two other members
in a statement abhorring South Af:
ca's pollcles but adding:

“Pension funds are held In lm.m
the beneflt of pnbllc employeey 4t re-
tirement. Is s both improper and
costly to use these funds to ity
makn a political statement. The ul-
atantin] Investment losses will-hav.
to be plcked up by the taxpay
has no volee In the statement.”

Mlller called her no vote "a diffi-
cult one for me. 1 have had a lqng-
time commitment to ‘racial
Justice. Today's vote was a sym-
bolle ane which will do little to salve
the problem of apartheld at the ox-
pense of the Michigan taxpayer.®
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Fl‘6del icKs Fables
AT

Midﬂgan a Complete Dockstore

0 Southfeld (113 Mlle),

Blrmingham, 6441515

*30% nﬂNew Yotk Times Cloth Beslscllers
% off on most olher hardcovers .

Mon.-Sat. 9-9, Sun. 11-5

Frederick’s Fables
A Leo Lionni Treasury of Favorite Stories

‘
Leo Lionni's wise and wonderful animals who meet and resolve
life's problems with humor and imagination have captivated young-
sters throughout the world. Now, to celebrate his seventy-fifth
birthday, they are gathered together in a sumptuous anthology
containing thirteen of Lionni's most popular animal fables.

RANDOM HOUSE, INC. (List $16.95) Borders Price $15. 26

GREENSTONES

potentlal for the state

and Consumers Power,”
said Charles F. Brown,
vice president of market-
ing for the utillty.

“This incentive ratc
makes Michlgan an even
more attractive option —
for new and cxisting cus-
tomers,” added Brown.

Under the new rate:

e Existing Industriat
gas customners who Install
cquipment  designed to
use at least 10 milllon cu-
bic feet annually wilt
save approximately 9
percent on thelr jn-
ereased load.
® New customers In-
.stalling simitar equip-

ment and uslng at Jeast
10 mlllion cuble feet an-
nually will alse save ap-
proximately 9 percent on
thelr total load.

For yourself

or for a loved one:

Natural Norwegian
BLUE FOX JACKETS

a fur from... Starting at $373
Thru Dec, 24
nick /Funs at Noon
.
SINCE 1893 -
symbolizes the wonderful
feeling of Christmas
IMPRESSIVE SAVINGS DETRORY. 373 8000 s 7373 Thwd Avenn
UNIQUE PAYMENT TERMS -““’,‘:‘.‘{‘.E"wén'%.‘l‘..‘:ﬁ””
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Creacors of fine jewelry for over 60 years

Bejeweled Bugs

. Déamatic Mabe Pearls

Abcve fefe:

from *200.
below lefe:

Our bejeweled gold bugs, set with diamonds
sad other prtcxmn stones are priced .

Out collection of Mabe Pexrl urcllp’ featuces
over.15 styles, many set with dismonds. (Also "
Avallable w]tb pom) Prices bcgln at®200. - p

Classic Holiday Gifts!

Gold Basgle Bracelets

abore rlghl.

.begin at’410,
below right

Our 14k gold hlngle: for lny occasion i a -
widé array of styles and lzes. Pimmd styles

Our gold earrings selection, over 100 sryle.l ' “
pinced and rll{:n. are priced from 433, Syles .
gin at ‘210, -




