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Baskets are converted to coz

In three years of existence, Sweet
Dreams has woven a reputation far and
wide for quality of deslgn and work-

Idea for the first do)l bed.”
Up to that polnt, the Wrights were
Uving in Chlcago and Gwyl Wright

The sccond year ~ and’ dozens of
craft shows Jater — business got beiter
as more doll bed models were offered

UNDREDS OF “preclous manship. spent her days as a homemaker who and the word got around about the
e darlings" are golng beddy- used her spare tme sewing all her company.
- bye everyday in cushy sur- IT ALL BEGAN scveral Christmases  daughters clothes and occaslonally But this year, business s the best yet,
e roundings befitting ~their  ago, when Crystal's great-grandmother throwlng In a sports jacket or two for poasibly because of the additlon of a

swhimsical state In life.

~«~ And they owe it alltoa lively S-year-

o old minx with the rather magical name
of Crystal.

It was Crystal who gave her mom
~,.. the idea to turn haskets into cozy and
-+ comfy doll beds. What has cmerged Is
o e Sweet Dreams Doll Basket Co.
% .headquartered in the Livonia home of
. wyl {the Welsh spelling for Jill) and

rl Wright.

sent the Wrights thelr glfts packaged [n
a basket,

Once the gliis were opened, then-2-
year-old Crystal latched onto the emp-
ty basket and loaded it up with her own
stuff — mostly dol paraphernalla,

That set her mom to thinking. As
most mothers have noticed, Gwy! com-
mented, “every little girl loves to carry
things. When Crystal began carrying
her stuff in that basket, it gave me the

her salesman husband,

A TRANSFER to Livonla and the
openlbg of the doll-bed business were
almost slmultancous,

Once here, Wright combined her
sewing skitls with -organizational ex-
pertise she had gatned working as an
Inside sates for a f:

gift basket, sajid Gwyl.

THAT BASKET holds a tablecloth’
and two or four napkins, Suggested ad-
ditions arc a boutle of wine and a cou-
ple of wine glasses. .

Along the way, Gwyl has assembled
a crew of part-time workers, mostly

turer's representative before her mar-
rlage.
She began by, researching varlous

Miller

retirement memos
_Margaret

It's a good thing my husband doesn't
turn 60 cvery day. Once was almost too
much for our almost-retired gray cells.

1 remember making it through a 50th
bitthday with half-dollars taped every-
where Iooked, and a 601h that brought
+a singing and dancing birthday cake to
.y desk at this newspaper. But that
= was before I retired,
+»  And Joc's 60th natal day celebration
last month started in a fairly untaxing
.. manner. About mid-afternoon a mes.
senger appeared at the door holding a
+ dozen batloons tied with bright ribbons,
“I'm told these came {rom Ancho.
rage” he sald. We marveled at how
they had made it across the Rockies,
what with the snow storms and alt, and
we took some pictures to show daugh-
ter Ann that her remembrance had ar.
rived.

THE HELIUM-FILLED balloons

were gracing our celling when, before

dinner, we tackled boxes that had ar-

rived from daughters Barb and Kathy

In Michlgan. With them had come strict
saorders that neither box was to be
= apened untll both were on hand.

First we found three refrigerator
= buxes of homemade cookles. They'd be
= delicious, we were sure. But after that
= all was puzzlement as we started on an
* assortment of small packages.
= . Joe opened first a package of small
aper plates. Then a box of six flash-
light batteries. Then a bag of baYloons

They're sending a birthday party,”
we declded.

But then came a notebook. And a pad

of paper. A smal Jigsaw puzzle. A card
" of bobby pins, a light bulb. Packages of

baggies and freczer bags. And a couple
= of real brain-twisters, a box of Smurf

«itamins and a bottle of cod liver oll’

‘Trapsules. Health advice, maybe?

Sor 16 years. She and her |

29977 Orchard Lk. Rd.

A cassette tape surfaced and we
were sure it would provide an explana.
tiun. But we played it and it turned out
10 be an exercise tape,

STILL IN THE dark, we turncd to
the presents 1 had wrapped for Joe,
One was a small snorkle set, "I didn't
know whether you'd like it,” 1 told him,
“but T had scen you look at them In the
stores.” -

Indeced he tikeddt, he sald, and added:

"It's certainly as useful as a G0-watt
light bulb.” And as he spoke we both
realized what the odd asortment was
all about, Sixty paper plates, 60 bal-
Toon: G0-page notebook, a 60-piece
puzzle, 60 bobby plns, 60 vitamins, 60
cod liver oil capsules, a 60-minute tape,
Sixty cookics, we assumed, but didn't
count.
The light had dawned just (n time.
The telephone rang, and grandaughter
Katie was ready to sing “Happy Blrthe
day” and Barb wanted to know how we
like the 60s. "We decided not to put in
any explanation,” she sald. “We
thought we'd let you figure it out.” Lat-
cr Kathy was 10 note In another call
that “you have no ldea how few things
are packaged in 603"

We told Barb we supposed the flash-
fight batteries cach represented 10
years, “No,” she said, “they're six D
batterics.

OK, XIds, it was a great birthday par-
ty. We love the cookles and we'll use
the bags and notebook and pad. But
what will we ever do with all that cod
liver oil?

Margaret Miller was Suburban
Life editor for Observer Ncwsp.acrs

p that sell baskets. The first
basket to be offered was named “Ju-
Ita.” Others styles followed. All the bas-
ket beds arc named after nleces and
close friends.

The most popular I "Cassie” —
probably because a Cabbage Patch kid
fits In it perfectly, Crystal is quick to
point out.

In the beglnning, Gwy! had a partner,
former neighbor Nancy Sallow of
Plymouth, who has since dropped out
of the venture,

TOGETHER THEY came up with a
fairy-tale-type Introduction that a-
compantes each basket bed. It's a mag-
ical story about a princess, a wizard
with some magle dust and the promise
that the princess and her doll wili live
happlly ever after,

The first year saw the two women
dolng a falrly brisk business,

“If we had a nicke) for everyone who
sald the baskets were cute and how
much they loved them, we'd have made
a fortune,” recalled Gwyl.

high school students, who
help with the assembling and packlng
of orders for places as far away as Ha-
wall,

Sewlng of the beddng and decorative
basket tles i3 done by her mother, Vivi-
an Branch of Novi, where Gwyl grew
up and attended high school. Buslness
80t 50 good that her mother qult her job
as a receptionlst to help out at Sweet
Dreams, Gwyl said.

Her dad, a carpenter, does all the
carpentry work on the doll beds that
have rockers. Her brother, also a car-
peater, helps with displays for the
many craft shows the Wrights attend
{rom June through November. .

HER IUSBAND, Carl, a salesman
for Panasonte, helps keep track of the
inventory and docs some bnsk;: tying
when  Gwyl  gets  behind  schedule
“which Is almost all the time.”

Sweet Dreams offers more than 15
models to choose from, Including three
life-slze models for real bables. One of
those Is an elegant rocker model
named Diana — after Lady You-Know-
Who.

Sweet Dreams Dolt Basket Co,
can be reached by calling 591-3501.

Thuredoy, Docomber 20, 1985 0&E

- Sweet dreams

Crystal Wright, 5, and her mother, Gwyl,
Patch Kid in the Casale modal,
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tuck in her Cabhage
which is a porfoct fit for CPKs.

y and comfy beds for a favorite doll

around town
with Sharon Dargay

© OLD WOMAN SHOWS

Thursday, Dee. 26: Bette Noreen ox-
hibits her work in a onc-woman show in
Farmington Hills Branch Library, and
Gladis McMillen has a one-woman
show In Farmingion Branch Llbrary,
through Dec. 31,

© GED PREPARATION
Thursday, Dec, 26: Regl: are

cation Diploma) test from 8:30 a.m, to
330 pm. In Ten Mile Community
School, 32789 10 Mile Road, Classes be-
gin the week of Jan. 27. Inquiries are
taken by calling the school, 474-5233.

® PALS
Thursday, Dee. 26: Appolntments are
naw being taken for the screening of

taken now for people wishing to pre.
pare to take their GED (General Edu-

bright {four-y 1ds ellgi-
ble for PALS, an enrichment program
that begins Jan. 10 In Fajrview Early

Museum lists holiday hours

Gregnmead, Livonia's Historleal Mu-
scnmcg:d Vitlage, will be open for the
season from 1-4 p.. cach Saturday
and Sunday In December. Guided tours
are $1.for adults, 25 cents for those
from 10-18 years, and free for those un-

der 10,

There Is no charge for the musical
programs which begln at 3:30 p.m. Sun-
days in Newburg Church on the
grounds. .

Jae have retired to Floride, where

she writes Retirement Memos. HG

hEKNh’ Studio
presents
WINTER SALE
SPECTACULAR

All Fall and Winter yarns
30%-40% off suggested retail,
Sale begins Dec. 27 thru Jan. 4

- - Dally Hours: 10:00-5:00 -
G.G. WARREN CO. 626-1611
FASHION JEWELRY ~ 330

Childhood Center, Appointments are
made by calling the schoal, 626-8335.

O NEW YEAR'S EVE

Tuesday, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve
dinner dance sponsored by Groves-
Walker American Leglon, from 7 pm.

© PALS ORIENTATION

until 2 am. in the post, 31775 Grand
Rlver. Tickets are $45 per couple. Res-
ervations made by calllng the post,

478.9174 after 2 p.m.

@ ADVENTURE GAMES

Thursday, Jan, 2: People interested
in role playing adventure games are in-
vited to joln the gamers from 6 to 9
p-m. the first and third Thursday of
cvery month in Farmington Branch LI-
brary, 23500 Liberty Street. Beginners
are welcomed. No charge.

® MUSICALE YOUTH

Wednesday, Jan. 8: Children of
Farmingion Muslcale members, from
8-18 years, perform on plano, vlolin,
saxophone, clarinet and sing [n recltal
av’ 12:30 pm. In Farmington HiMs
Branch Library, 12 Mile Road cast of
Farmington Road, Reservations are re-
quested, and baby-sitting is avallable, .
by calling Janet KIdd, 553-3591,

Tuesday, Jan. 7: Orlentatlon for alt
parents Interested In PALS, an enrich-
ment program for poienilally bright
{four year olds, at 7:30 p.m. in Falrvlew
Elementary School, tocated In Olde
Franklin Subdivision, cast of Middle-
belt Road, nosth of 13 Mile Road.

32760 Frankiin Rd.

All Christmas Merchandise .

. Orname—r;ts * Wrapping Paper
* Ribbons » Paper goods
& more! .

12 OFF

starting December 26

Farmingten Hlits, N. of 13 Mile
PHOTO; Carson Kruger 26-7850 Franklin 851-7877 . -
S . . HOURS: Mon.-8at. 10 am-5 pm - s ,

After Christmas Clearancel
Ring in the New Year with a Dazzle!

Let us helb you choose that . - ,
' Special Dress for New Year's Eve.,, -

May we suggest-Leather or Suede

dresses, or a'silk ‘charmause lumpsuit. ‘
Perhaps.ah elegant sk dress, :
All ar'40% off! " et
Clearance sale fncludes dur entire collec-  * |f -
tion of Sweaters, Sulls, jackels; bl )
dresses." sepaates, ' and our. $pec
-selected belts arid jewelry. 40-50%

29260 Franklin 158 ' Open it

Southfield, MI 48034- - - 10 AM fo $:30 PM-MondanSaturday -
3543393 0
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: Clilss'f ied e
_ads .

PRSI \

844-1070 Oakland County




